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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, October 6, 1994

Chairman Jeff Schneider presiding.

Bert Jones 
Peter Vujnovich 
Jerald Hanchey 
Joseph B. Cormier 
Tee John Mialjevich

Commissioner Perry Gisclair was absent from the meeting. 

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Schneider called for a motion for approval of the 
September 1, 1994, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was 
made by Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner 
Cormier. The motion passed unanimously.

Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of the 
Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab began with Mr. Corky Ferret 
introducing Mr. Gordon Wallace from the Menhaden Advisory Council. 
Mr. Wallace presented the Commission with a check in the amount of 
$81,758 to be used for improvements on the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine 
Lab. He then explained how he felt the continuation of the lab and 
field research was necessary. Mr. Ferret then presented a plaque 
to Mr. Wallace and the Council.

A Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program began with Mr. 
John Roussel welcoming representatives from Chevron. Chevron 
donated and placed nine structures for this program during the past 
summer. An explanation on the process of removing a rig and the 
placement as a reef was given by Mr. Greg Sholte. Mr. Roussel 
noted Chevron was the most active participant in the program. Mr. 
Ferret introduced Mr. Gene Cole and Mr. Tony Brown and asked them 
to come forward. Mr. Tony Brown presented a check in the amount of 
$739,574 for the State of Louisiana to continue the Rigs to Reef 
Program. He felt this program was a win-win situation not only for 
Chevron but also for the State of Louisiana. Mr. Gene Cole stated 
Chevron was pleased to be a part of a program that required no tax 
payer dollars. Mr. Roussel stated the check represented five 
different structures and then presented three plaques to Chevron. 
Chairman Schneider stated the Commission appreciated Chevron's 
support.

A Presentation on the White Alligator was given by Mr. Bill 
Berry from Louisiana Land & Exploration Company. The white



alligators were discovered in Terrebonne Parish in September 1987 
with the finding of 18 males. These white alligators are not an 
albino alligator and have bright blue eyes. Seven of the 18 are in 
the care of the Audubon Institute, 10 are in the care of L. L. & 

- E., and one died. The white alligator has become quite a popular 
item receiving national publicity. An attempt was made this year 
to reproduce the white alligators, but it was unsuccessful. 
Chairman Schneider thanked Mr. Berry for his efforts in publicizing 
the white alligator. Mr. Berry then presented each Commissioners 
with a pair of white alligator pins.

The August Aircraft Report was presented by Mr. Lee 
Caubarreaux. This report showed four pilots flew a total of 107.7 
hours for the month, along with the breakdown for the different 
planes, the estimated cost, the actual cost and the Commission's 
method. The individual flight logs were also listed in the report.

A Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program began with Mr. 
Bob Dennie announcing history was made on the weekend of September 
16, 17 and 18, 1994. A new program was introduced to 110 women 
from Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas on such things as canoeing, 
outdoor photography, shooting a rifle, gun safety, shooting a 
shotgun, bowhunting, muzzleloading, camping, and camp cooking. 
This first weekend was a great success stated Mr. Dennie. Then he 
introduced the coordinator for the program, Mr. Bob Johnson. Mr. 
Johnson began by showing a video on the first Becoming an Outdoors 
Woman. The program helped to show how important the work is the 
Department does and the importance of quality habitat. Chairman 
Schneider asked if there would be other workshops and how could 
someone get involved in the workshop? Commissioner Cormier asked 
when was the next workshop? Chairman Schneider asked about the 
availability of applications for the workshops? Commissioner Jones 
asked if there was an age limit and if there would be an 
opportunity for younger girls to attend a similar program in the 
future? He then commended Mr. Johnson and the Department's efforts 
with the new program. Secretary Herring stated there were News 
Releases sent out for the first program and more would be put out 
when it was time for the next program. Also several major 
newspapers covered the event and it was a very successful program. 
Ms. Sara Ann Harris stated the Information Section did a good job 
in contacting newspapers and television stations because within 
three weeks the program was filled. Commissioner Jones asked what 
was the cost for the workshop? Mr. Bob Dennie thanked the 
Commission, Secretary Herring and Mrs. Janet Weaver for their help 
with the program.

A Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent to Change the 
Size Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8" was presented by 
Commissioner Mialjevich. He began stating he was glad he became 
involved in this 30 year old conflict, he made an outline and said 
he has accomplished all but two goals. The Department and LSU were 
to do a study on the social and economic on the eel catfish. Two

2



successful public hearings were held, one in Des Allemands and the 
other in Belle River. Commissioner Mialjevich noted there was a 
lot of misinformation, there are a lot of different ways to 
interpret the biological information from the Department and very 

~ little has been done on an ultimate management scheme. He felt 
there was a need for a Catfish Management Plan and a Catfish Task 
Force because of the fact there was no stock assessment done, no 
virtual population analysis, no estimation of fishing and natural 
mortality by age groups, no spawning stock biomass estimation of 
the catfish, and no spawning stock biomass per recruitment 
estimation. Without this information, you can not determine the 
safe limits to harvest, commented Commissioner Mialjevich. He also 
felt it was time to find out what was in the waters, what could be 
harvested without damaging the resources and how much could be 
taken out to benefit the people in Louisiana. He recommended a 90 
day Declaration of Emergency which would allow the harvest of 8 
inch eel catfish in the des Allemands area, and a Notice of Intent 
to continue the 90 days for one year and have a Task Force put 
together, make a management plan, let the Department and LSU make 
their social and economic studies, and make another rotenone sample 
next September. This recommendation also includes a special permit 
that would cost $25 and require a monthly catch report.

Commissioner Jones asked Commissioner Mialjevich to explain 
what he was exactly proposing and the area that was proposed? 
Chairman Schneider asked Mr. Bennie Fontenot if the area on the 
Declaration of Emergency was the same as the study area there is 
data for? Commissioner Cormier asked Secretary Herring if the 
recommendation from Commissioner Mialjevich was carried out, would 
it possibly end this conflict? Secretary Herring felt the biology 
on the catfish would not change after a year's time. Commissioner 
Jones asked Secretary Herring if the best recommendation for 
channel catfish was still 11 inches as the minimum length and if 
the Department does not support an 8 inch minimum length? Then he 
asked Mr. Fontenot, if opening up the catch to 8 inch catfish, 
would there be a detriment to these catfish? Mr. Fontenot stated 
the recruitment would be affected by catching the small fish. 
Commissioner Jones asked if there would be any biological detriment 
to the fishery within the 90 day period? Chairman Schneider asked 
if 90 days would be enough time to determine what Commissioner 
Mialjevich was trying to find out? With Mr. Fontenot stating no 
permanent evaluation could be made with just 90 days of data, 
Chairman Schneider asked how long would it take? Commissioner 
Jones asked if Mr. Fontenot and the Department felt it their 
opinion not to go with the permit? Then he asked would this 
project be a detriment to the catfish resource and would it be 
compromising the resource instead of being good stewards?

Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Fontenot to clarify several 
answers; one being how long would it take to see recruitment over
fishing occur. Mr. Gary Tilyou stated there were no recruitment 
problems when the area was looked at first in 1981, but in 1985
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changes began to take place and the push for the small fish began; 
during 1986 and 1987 a recruitment problem occurred; no data was 
available for 1988 nor 1989. In 1990, a rotenone sample showed 
recruitment again. Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Tilyou if 
there was a crash on the landings or recruitment on a graph, and 
what was targeted as the reason? Going on he asked if perch, blue 
catfish and other fish during rotenone samples also declined at the 
same time as eel catfish? Other questions posed by Commissioner 
Mialjevich were, when was the crash period, and were there rotenone 
samples that showed a lack of juveniles for 1988 and 1989. Then he 
stated the Department had a lot of conflict with their data and 
felt this was why there was a need for the study. He asked if 
there was a reason why the rotenone samples showed more larger fish 
when there was no size limit on catfish then with a size limit. 
Commissioner Mialjevich then asked Mr. Fontenot if his 
recommendation was based strictly on biology and not on social or 
economic factors and why did he want 11 inches. He asked, if there 
was a separate zone for catfish in the study area, would Mr. 
Fontenot agree to 10 inch minimum size limit and 8 inches for Lake 
Maurepas and how would the Department and LSU be able to gather 
data for economic value if the fishery was closed to catching 8 
inch fish? The questions being raised were to show how the 
interpretation of the Department's data was faulty and not 
consistent by Mr. Fontenot. Commissioner Mialjevich asked if Mr. 
Fontenot had a stock assessment on eel catfish, a virtual 
population analysis of the catfish, estimate of fish and their 
natural mortality by age groups, spawning stock biomass of the 
catfish, and spawning stock biomass per recruitment. He stated the 
study he was proposing would provide an ultimate management plan 
and would get the data needed to decide a safe harvest for catfish 
and then asked if the Department was against his plan.

Chairman Schneider felt there was enough concern to establish 
a Task Force and develop a management plan and was concerned about 
the potential of the resource being harmed while a study was being 
conducted and did not know if the answers to questions posed by 
Commissioner Mialjevich could be answered in a one year study. 
Then he asked Mr. Fontenot if anyone could design a study that 
would not harm the resource and would give the data needed for a 
management plan and how long would it take to design a study? Mr. 
Fontenot stated the Department was in the process of reviewing all 
the data that had been collected and felt if the Commission wanted 
a Task Force, that would be fine with him. Commissioner Cormier 
supported what was said about needing recent data. Mr. Fontenot 
stated if the fish were harvested at the 11 inch minimum length, 
there would be a static fishery in the lake, a good fishery from 
month to month and more fish would be harvested per pound. 
However, if there was continued illegal harvest, the results would 
be detrimental. Commissioner Cormier stated his concern was with 
the illegal catching of the fish and asked Col. Vidrine if he 
thought the permitted fishermen would report those illegally 
fishing and how would it affect the Enforcement Division in
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enforcing this permit? Commissioner Mialjevich asked for a copy of 
any and all catfish violations within the state be sent to him on 
a monthly basis. Commissioner Jones asked Col. Vidrine if the 
permitted season would make the job for Enforcement tougher 
throughout the state, would it be in the best interest of the 
Division to have the special permit and how would you prove that 
fishermen caught their catch from the des Allemands area? Then he 
asked Secretary Herring what the cost would be to regulate a 
special permitted season. Secretary Herring stated the Department 
would have to come up with a work plan before a cost could be 
determined. Commissioner Jones asked if another project would 
suffer to have this survey done? Then he stated that biologically 
the department stands against the study? enforcement felt it would 
be tough to enforce? and it would be detrimental from an economic 
standpoint.

Senator Ron Landry, having been in office for almost 20 years, 
stated he saw a period of eight years with no size limit and still 
there were fish in the area. The Department's study was to see if 
the population was stunted and that was all. Senator Landry felt 
it was not right to manage eel catfish at the 50 percent maturity 
level. He then stated he has seen businesses go under because of 
the 11 inch minimum length limit. There was no way to destroy a 
fishing industry by reducing the size limit on the catfish for one 
year, stated Senator Landry. The hoop net fishermen are pulling up 
80 to 90 percent under 11 inch catfish in their nets. He urged the 
Commission to vote for the 90 day Declaration of Emergency to 
reduce the size limit and start the study requested by Commissioner 
Mialjevich.

Commissioner Mialjevich stated he felt the 90 day season would 
provide the social and economic information needed, there was a 
need to put together a task force and management plan, and they 
could then see what happens from there. Then he asked when was the 
rotenone study taken? Senator Landry stated the study needed to be 
scientifically correct and you needed to take into account all 
factors that affect the location of the catfish.

Commissioner Vujnovich stated the biggest enemy for the 
catfish was saltwater intrusion. He also noted he caught only one 
freshwater catfish in the Hackberry Bay and Grand Bayou area last 
year. He then requested Mr. Fontenot conduct a saltwater intrusion 
study. Chairman Schneider stated he had an uncomfortable feeling 
about voting on something that he was not sure what the outcome 
would be. He felt this should be looked at again but the process 
for the study and what it would tell us was disagreed upon. 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Fontenot how much damage could be 
done in 90 days if the study was opened to harvest the small 
catfish? Mr. Fontenot stated he could not answer the question but 
stated the fish would not disappear in 90 days. Secretary Herring 
stated the Department could not predict how many people would get 
a permit nor how much catch there would be.
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Chairman Schneider asked Mr. Farhad Miami what was necessary 
to interpolate the economic and social value of a fishery based on 
the data available now and could any reasonable assumptions be 
made. Mr. Miami stated the quality of the study would be as good 
as the data used. Two types of surveys have been developed, one to 
the fishermen and the other to potential dealers. The information 
asked for includes type of fish, quantity, and value of the fish 
sold in previous years. An analysis provided would have to be in 
conjunction with the biological data, stated Mr. Miami. 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked if the data received from a 90 day 
permit would provide good data instead of guessing and would the 90 
day's of data provide a change in price throughout the state. 
Commissioner Jones asked Mr. Don Puckett how would a permit be 
established and what was the fine for harvesting without the 
permit? Commissioner Mialjevich stated he discussed this permit 
with Mr. Corky Ferret and it could work along the same lines as the 
Black Drum Permit. Commissioner Jones again asked if the 
Commission had the authority to issue a permit without a statute. 
Then he asked Col. Vidrine what would the fine be for fishing 
without a permit for the first offense as well as the second 
offense? Chairman Schneider asked what was civil restitution for 
illegally caught catfish? Commissioner Mialjevich asked if the 
permit could be revoked if a violation of the permit occurred? 
Then he asked if there was a criteria used in setting up the Black 
Drum Permit? Chairman Schneider asked the pleasure of the 
Commission. Mr. Puckett advised the Commissioners they would have 
to establish the criteria for this permit. Commissioner Jones 
stated the Commission did not have enough information to make a 
sound decision, the Enforcement Division was against the proposed 
permit and the economic adverse effects have been discussed. So, 
he made a motion to table the proposed permit until the questions 
could be answered. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion. The 
vote was Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Cormier and Chairman 
Schneider for the motion and Commissioner Vujnovich, Commissioner 
Mialjevich and Commissioner Hanchey against the motion.

Then Commissioner Mialjevich made a second motion to accept 
the Declaration of Emergency for 90 days, have a permit system for 
$25, the data to be given to the Economist for his study, first 
offense would mean revocation of the permit, and to have the proper 
gear license in your possession. Commissioner Hanchey seconded the 
motion. Commissioner Cormier stated he would vote for a study but 
would not vote for illegal activities and asked why was the 90 day 
permit needed? Mr. Puckett emphasized the importance of knowing 
the conditions of the permit and the basis for suspension and 
revocation before the permits should be issued. Commissioner 
Cormier stated he would not vote for a permit he has not seen yet. 
Mr. Puckett told Commissioner Mialjevich that in order for a 
Declaration of Emergency to be promulgated, a statement of, the 
imminent peril needed to be included. Chairman Schneider then 
called for the vote. Those voting for the motion were Commissioner 
Hanchey, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Mialjevich and
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those opposed were Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Cormier and 
Chairman Schneider.

A third motion, by Commissioner Cormier, was made to do 
Commissioner Mialjevich's study and require that the proper 
documents and available information be presented at the next 
meeting. Commissioner Jones seconded the motion. Commissioner 
Mialjevich felt all the pertinent information could be discussed at 
the present meeting. Commissioner Jones stated it had been 
discussed but had not been reviewed and suggested there was a need 
for a formulated plan. Chairman Schneider then called for the 
vote. Voting for the motion was Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner 
Jones and Chairman Schneider. Opposed were Commissioner 
Mialjevich, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Hanchey. After 
hearing no other motions, Chairman Schneider recessed the meeting.

Reconvening the meeting, a Declaration of Emergency for 
Consideration of Boundary Line Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure 
for Night Shrimping was presented by Commissioner Mialjevich. He 
began by reminding all of the experiment tried for no night 
shrimping during the Spring Inshore Shrimp Season. Traditionally 
butterfly shrimpers did not use a point to point description, they 
used a reef on the southwest pass to the land site on the east side 
of the channel. These shrimpers asked to move the line back to 
where it was traditionally. Commissioner Mialjevich then stated 
this was his motion and it was seconded by Commissioner Vujnovich. 
Commissioner Jones asked what was the Department's position on this 
change? Mr. Brandt Savoie stated the Department met with the 
fishermen in the area, talked with Senator Mike Foster and met with 
local Enforcement agents and all agreed the line could be enforced. 
The previous line caused a hazard to navigation and problems with 
safety when boats turned. Hearing no public comments, the motion 
passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act and R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds 
that an imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly 
adopts the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
prohibit shrimping between official sunset and official sunrise in 
the inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495 from the western side
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of the Atchafalaya River Channel out to Eugene Island to the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay, not to include Southwest Pass at 
Marsh Island south of a line drawn from the following points:

The western side of Southwest Pass at its northwestern point 
to the Green Light Channel Marker Number 9, at latitude 29036,58" 
longitude 92°00'21", thence northeast to Green Light Channel Marker 
Number 1, at latitude 29°37'34" longitude 91*59'36", thence 
southeast to the eastern side of Big Charles Bayou, at latitude 
29°36'54" longitude 91*59'00", thence southwesterly to the western 
shore of Big Charles Bayou, at latitude 29°36'50" longitude 
91*59# 12”.

This rule shall be in effect for the remainder of the 1994 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
rule previously enacted placed a hardship on those local fishermen 
who traditionally fished in the deeper portions of Southwest Pass 
which extends into Vermilion Bay. Additionally the former closure 
restricted vessel traffic in Southwest Pass, in effect creating a 
safety problem and hazard to navigation.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

A report on the Public Dove Hunting Program began with Mr. 
Mike Olinde stating over the last decade, approximately 40 percent 
of the dove hunters were lost because of lack of opportunity and 
places to hunt. With this in mind, land to lease that had doves on 
it was looked into and the thrust of the program was aimed toward 
the September dove season. Six fields were leased which 
accommodated about 400 hunters and it averaged over four birds per 
person. There was an attempt to get two fields in the Welsh area 
for the October hunt. Mr. Olinde felt the program was a tremendous 
success and thanked several Department employees. Commissioner 
Jones stated this was a very good program because it was an 
introductory sport to hunting. He requested more preparation on 
the Wildlife Management Areas for migratory birds.

Mr. Robert Helm gave an update on the Teal Season. 
Expectations were high for the season because of the successful 
breeding season. However, during the three day September survey 
before the season, the results of the blue-winged teal were down 
from the five year average. Two days prior to the season, weather 
conditions improved habitat and increased the number of teal in 
Louisiana. Harvest information has been good, and it was felt 
there were more hunters out because of the pleasant hunting 
conditions. Overall, the season was successful and enjoyable and 
Mr. Helm hoped for a successful regular season.
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V

A squirrel Season Report was presented by Mr. Tommy Prickett. 
The opening for squirrel season was hot and windy the first day and 
then rainy, hot and muggy the second day and success was not that 
good. Hunters checked from the Wildlife Management Areas showed 
3,134 hunters bagged 6,751 squirrels. Mr. Prickett hoped the 
conditions would improve and harvest would go up.

Mr. Prickett then announced that the dove hunting program 
generated approximately $2,700 with the cash outlay being $3,700.

A Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting was presented by Mr. Dave Morrison. An omission occurred 
on page 8 of the pamphlet. Area 3 of Rapides Parish should show 
the same either sex days as Area 2. A green pocket-sized hunting 
pamphlet was provided for the first time this year. Commissioner 
Jones asked about transportation tags. Then he asked who 
determined who places advertisements in the hunting pamphlets and 
if it was opened up to gambling, why exclude certain other items?

Mr. Bob Love began the Land Acquisition Announcement by giving 
a brief history on forested wildlife. This program began in 1911 
with the establishment of State Wildlife Refuge and has continued 
since. The announcement for today was the acquiring of General 
Motors Fisher Lumber Company Tract in Tensas Parish. The 
Department tried to acquire this tract of land back in 1960 and the 
owners were not interested. In 1980 and 1990, negotiations were 
again tried but in 1992 negotiations began which brings us to a 
fully executed contract to purchase the land. The title work, 
surveys, environmental audits and the appraisal were being done 
now. The land is comprised of 13,978 acres with a base purchase 
price of $12,175,000 which equaled to $650 for the farm land and 
$270 per acre for the timber land. The Department felt the 
acquisition would help in meeting the objectives for the North 
American Waterfowl Management Plan, restoration of the black bear 
and many other activities. The closing was anticipated to occur in 
December, 1994. Commissioner Hanchey asked if the Department 
acquired any mineral rights with the tract of land. Commissioner 
Jones complimented the Department for acquiring land that would be 
available for the general public's use. He felt the land would 
have the potential for a great WMA as well as a revenue producer 
for the state.

Commissioner Jones asked Mr. Bob Dennie to explain the 
procedure for placing advertisements in the hunting pamphlet. Mr. 
Dennie stated he asked that political advertisements, alcohol, 
tobacco or massage parlors not be advertised in the pamphlet when 
the contract was established. He also noted there were no gambling 
casinos open in our state at that time. Mr. Maurice Cockerham 
stated, in three years, there has only been one objection to the 
gambling advertisements, and one objection to the coupons. 
Secretary Herring stated the gambling advertisements were the last 
resort in having the pamphlet paid for without the Department

9



carrying the full burden. Commissioner Mialjevich asked how much 
money did the Department have to put out for the pamphlet and if 
the advertisements were opened up to those not allowed now, would 
it pay for the pamphlet completely.

Ratification of a Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians was the 
first item by Mr. Johnnie Tarver. The Notice of Intent was 
published January 20, 1994 in the State Register. Three or four 
written comments were received objecting to the $104 Commercial 
Dealer's License. The Reptile and Amphibian Task Force does not 
recommend legislation allowing hobbyist to operate without the 
proper licenses. Commissioner Jones made a motion to accept the 
Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians. It was seconded by Commissioner 
Mialjevich and passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby establish regulations which govern 
the collection, captive maintenance, research and management of 
native and certain exotic species of reptiles and amphibians. The 
reptile and amphibian harvest program is sustainable and in keeping 
with wise wildlife management techniques based upon scientific 
research and evidence.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
Part XV. Reptiles and Amphibians 

Chapter 1. Guidelines
§101. Recreational and Commercial Harvests; Prohibitions

A. Purpose. These regulations are to govern the collection, 
captive maintenance, research and management of native and certain 
exotic species of reptiles and amphibians. Consistent with the 
constitutional authority and legislative mandates, the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Louisiana Reptile and Amphibian Task 
Force support the following guidelines, principles and regulations 
for collectors, buyers/ dealers and scientists handling native 
species of reptiles and amphibians.

B. General Considerations
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1. The living conditions of animals held in captivity 
at field sites should be appropriate for that species and 
contribute to their health and well-being. The housing, feeding, 
and nonmedical care of the animals will be directed by a person 
trained and experienced in proper care, handling, and use of the 
species being maintained. Mixed housing is also appropriate for 
holding or displaying certain species.

2. Individuals of endangered or threatened taxa should 
neither be removed from the wild (except in collaboration with 
conservation efforts), nor imported or exported, except in 
compliance with applicable regulations.

3. Removal from the wild of potentially tending 
individuals of species known to tend nests should, as a general 
principle, be avoided during the nesting season unless justified 
for scientific reasons.

C. Collecting

1. Live-capture techniques should prevent or minimize 
damage to the animal,

2. Traps should be checked at least daily when weather 
conditions threaten survival of trapped animals. Investigators 
must make every effort to prevent trap deaths from exposure, 
drowning, cardiogenic shock, or capture myopathy.

3. Collecting should always be conducted so as to leave 
habitat as undisturbed as possible. Permanent removal of more than 
50 percent of the animals from any breeding or hibernation 
aggregation should be avoided unless justified in writing for 
scientific reasons by the investigator. Similarly, relative large 
collections of gravid females from any populations for destructive 
sampling should be avoided unless justified for scientific reasons.

D. Methods of Collection (56:632.6)

1. The use of gasoline, chemicals, or other volatile 
substances to flush reptiles and amphibians from natural hiding 
places, nests, or dens is prohibited.

2. The destruction of natural habitats is prohibited. 
All logs, rocks, stumps, and other natural objects may be turned 
over or moved, but they must be replaced in their original position 
upon completion of the collector's inspection.

3. Any trap or other device designed to capture 
reptiles or amphibians, which remains in the field unattended, must 
bear a tag with the name, address, and license number of the 
collector. All such devices must be checked every 24 hours or they 
must be rendered unworkable during periods of nonuse.
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E. Restraint and Handling

1. General Principles. The decision to use physical or 
chemical restraint of wild amphibians or reptiles should be based 
upon knowledge of behavior of the animals, and availability of 
facilities. Collectors and dealers should determine and use the 
least amount of restraint necessary to do the job in a humane 
manner. Because amphibians or reptiles, especially venomous 
species (including those with toxic skin secretions), may be 
capable of inflicting serious injury either on themselves or those 
handling them, some form of restraint often is prudent. Species 
should not be confined with other species (other than food prey) 
that they may injure. The well-being of the captive animal is of 
paramount importance; improper restraint, especially of frightened 
animals, can lead to major physiological disturbances that can 
result in deleterious or even fatal consequences.

2. Animals are best handled quietly and with the 
minimum personnel necessary. Darkened conditions tend to alleviate 
stress and quiet the animals and are recommended whenever 
appropriate. When handling large reptiles, netting or maneuvering 
or dropping them into a bag via hook, tongs, etc., is preferable 
inasmuch as they may suffer disproportionately great damage while 
struggling.

F. Housing and Maintenance

1. Normal field maintenance should incorporate, as far 
as possible, those aspects of natural habitat deemed important to 
the survival and well-being of the animal. Adequacy of maintenance 
can be judged, relative to the natural environment, by monitoring 
a combination of factors such as changes in growth and weight, 
survival rates, breeding success, activity levels, general 
behavior, and appearance. Consideration should be given to 
providing an environment that includes features such as natural 
materials, refuges, perches, and water baths. Natural foods should 
be duplicated as closely as possible, as should natural light, 
moisture, and temperature conditions unless alterations of these 
are factors under investigation.

2. Frequency of cage cleaning should represent a 
compromise between the level of cleanliness necessary to prevent 
disease, and the amount of stress imposed by frequent handling and 
exposure to unfamiliar surroundings and bedding.

G. Turtle Rules and Regulations

1. Turtle Trap - Any device constructed with horizontal 
funnel entrances not positioned in tandem, or opening on the upper 
surface, with or without attractants, with openings in the upper 
surface to allow constant functional breathing of any air-breathing
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captured specimens, designed to attract and/or capture turtles in 
aquatic habitats.

a. Each trap or device shall be clearly marked as
"TURTLE TRAP".

b. Trap or device placement in the water column 
shall provide continuous breathing opportunities for the captured 
specimens by having openings in the upper surface to allow 
functional breathing of the captured specimens.

c. All fish and/or other non-target species other 
than watersnakes and salamanders (e.g., amphiumas) shall be 
released into the wild upon discovery or within 24 hours, whichever 
comes first.

d. Possession of finfish in the field while 
engaging in the commercial turtle trapping operations shall be 
prohibited.

e. A Reptile and Amphibian Collector's License is 
required to sell turtles or other reptiles and/or amphibians 
captured with legal commercial fishing gear or by other legal 
methods.

2. Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macroclemvs temmincki)

a. Size Limit

i. Commercial take: all turtles shall be 15 
inches carapace length or greater (all turtles less than 15 inches 
shall be released at the time of capture).

(a) Reptile and Amphibian Collector's 
License is required as provided in 56:632.4 ($25).

(b) Holder of a collector's license shall 
not possess turtles less than 15 inches carapace length by claiming 
provisions of G.2.a.ii.

(c) Carapace length measures the straight 
line distance along the midline of the carapace.

ii. Recreational take: no size limit. Basic
recreational fishing license is required as provided in 56:632.1.

iii. Reptile and Amphibian Wholesale/Retail 
Dealer's License is required as provided in 56:632.5.

(a) Mandatory records include weights and 
carapace length measurements recorded by Reptile and Amphibian
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Wholesale/Retail Dealer at the time of purchase ? to be available 
for department inspection upon demand.

(b) Size restriction and measuring 
equipment effective for a three year period (January 1, 1995 - 
December 31, 1998)? following that period an evaluation of size 
limit shall be evaluated by the department.

person.

taken.

b. Possession Limit

i. Recreational take: four per day per

ii. Commercial take: no limit on numbers

H. Green Anole Rule. It shall be illegal to sell or 
purchase any Green Anole (Anolis carolinesis) with a snout-vent 
length of less than 1 3/4 inches or an overall length of less than 
5 (five) inches with the tail intact.

I. Checklist of native or established amphibians and 
reptiles of Louisiana as listed by Dundee and Rossman, 1989, The 
Amphibians and Reptiles of Louisiana. LSU Press.

1. Salamanders
Spotted Salamander (Ambvstoma maculatum)
Marbled Salamander (Ambvstoma opacum)
Mole Salamander (Ambvstoma talpoideum) 
Small-mouthed Salamander (Ambvstoma texanum) 
Eastern Tiger Salamander (Ambvstoma tiarinum

tigrinum)
Two-toed Amphiuma (Amohiuma means)
Three-toed Amphiuma (Amohiuma tridactvlum)
Spotty Dusky Salamander (Desmoanathus fuscus

conanti)
Southern Duskv Salamander (Desmoanathus auriculatus) 
Southern Two-lined Salamander (Eurvcea cirriaera) 
Three-lined Salamander (Eurycea lonaicauda

quttolineata)
Dwarf Salamander (Eurvcea quadridioitata)
Four-toed Salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum)
Slimy Salamanders (Plethodon oTutinosus complex)* 
Southern Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon serratus) 
Webster's Salamander (Plethodon websteri)
Gulf Coast Mud Salamander fPseudotriton montanus

flavissimus)
Southern Red Salamander (Pseudotriton ruber yiqscai) 
Gulf Coast Waterdog (Necturus beyeri)
Red River Waterdog (Necturus maculosus

louisianensis)
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Central Newt (Notophthalmus viridescens
louisianensis)

Western Lesser Siren (Siren intermedia netting!) 
*Plethodpn alutinosus includes mississippi and P_±. kisatchie 
which can be distinguished only by biochemical methods.

2. Toads and Frogs
Dwarf American Toad (Bufo americanus charlesmithi) 
Oak Toad (Bufo guercicus)
Southern Toad (Bufo terrestrial 
Gulf Coast Toad (Bufo vallicensl 
Fowler's Toad (Bufo woodhousii fowleri)
Northern Cricket Frog (Acris crepitans crepitans! 
Southern Cricket Frog (Acris qrvllus arvllus) 
Bird-voiced Treefrog (Hyla ayiyoca)
Cope's Gray Treefrog (Hyla chrysoscelis)
Greater Gray Treefrog (Hyla versicolor)
Green Treefrog (Hyla cinereal
Northern Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer crucifer) 
Pine Woods Treefrog (Hyla femoralis)
Barking Treefrog (Hyla aratiosa)
Squirrel Treefrog (Hyla sauirella)
Ornate Chorus Frog (Pseudacris ornata)
Strecker's Chorus Frog (Pseudacris streckeri) 
Upland Chorus Frog (Pseudacris triseriata feriarum) 
Greenhouse Frog (Eleutherodactvlus planirostri) 

established exotic
Eastern Narrow-mouthed Frog (Gastrophrvne

carolinensis)
Eastern Spadefoot (Scaohioous holbrookii holbrookii) 
Hurter's Spadefoot (Scaohioous holbrookii hurterii) 
Southern Crawfish Frog (Rana areolata areolata) 
Dusky Gopher Frog (Rana areolata sevosa)
Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana)
Bronze Frog (Rana clamitans clamitans)
Pig Frog (Rana grylio)
Pickerel Frog (Rana palustris)
Southern Leopard Frog (Rana sohenoceohala)

3.

serpentina)

reticularia)

miaria)

ouachitensis)

Turtles
Common Snapping Turtle (Chelvdra serpentina

Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macroclemvs temminckii) 
Southern Painted Turtle fChrvsemvs oicta dorsalis) 
Eastern Chicken Turtle (Deirochelvs reticularia

Western Chicken Turtle (Deirochelvs reticularia

Mississippi Map Turtle (Graptemvs kohnii)
Ringed Map Turtle (Graptemvs oculifera)
Ouachita Map Turtle (Graptemvs pseudogeoaraohica
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sabinensis)
Sabine Map Turtle fGraptemvs pseudoaeoaraphica

Alabama Map Turtle fGraptemvs pulchra)
- Mississippi Diamondback Terrapin fMalaclemvs

terrapin pileata)
River Cooter (Pseudemvs concinna complex)
Florida Cooter fPseudemvs floridana complex)
Gulf Coast Box Turtle (Terrapene Carolina major) 
Three-toed Box Turtle (Terrapene Carolina triunguis) 
Ornate Box Turtle (Terrapene ornata grnata) 
Red-eared Slider (Trachemvs scriota elegans) 
Mississippi Mud Turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum

hippocrepis)

peltifer)

aspera)

Razor-backed Musk Turtle (Sternotherus carinatus) 
Stripe-necked Musk Turtle (Sternotherus minor

Stinkpot (Sternotherus pdpratus)
Gopher Tortoise (Gooherus oolvohemus)
Midland Smooth Softshell (Apalpne mutica mutica) 
Gulf Coast Smooth Softshell (Apalone mutica calvata) 
Gulf Coast Spiny Softshell (Apalone soinifera

Pallid Spiny Softshell (Apalone soinifera pallida)

4.

lonaicaudus)

Lizards
Eastern Slender Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus attenuates 

Western Slender Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus attenuates
attenuatus)

Eastern Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus ventralis) 
Mediterranean Gecko (Hemidactvlus turcicus turcicus) 

established exotic
Green Anole (Anolis carolinensis)
Southern Fence Lizard (Scelppprus undulatus

undulatus)
Northern Fence Lizard (Sceloporus undulatus

hvacinthinus)
Southern Coal Skink (Eumeces anthracinus oluvialis) 
Five-lined Skink (Eumeces fasciatus)
Southeastern Five-lined Skink (Eumeces inexoectatus) 
Broad-headed Skink (Eumeces laticeps)
Southern Prairie Skink (Eumeces septentrionalis

obtusirostris)
Ground Skink (Scincella lateralis)
Six-lined Racerunner (Cnemidophorus sexlineatus

sexlineatus)

5. Snakes
Midwest Worm Snake (Carohoohis amoenus helenae) 
Western Worm Snake (Carohoohis amoenus vermis) 
Northern Scarlet Snake (Cemoohora coccinea cooei) 
Buttermilk Racer (Coluber constrictor anthicus)
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Black-masked Racer (Coluber constrictor latrunculus) 
Tan Racer (Coluber constrictor etheridaei)
Eastern Yellow-bellied Racer (Coluber constrictor

... flaviventris)
Southern Black Racer (Coluber constrictor priapus) 
Mississippi Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus

stictoaenvsl
Great Plains Rat Snake (Elaphe guttata emorvi)
Corn Snake (Elaphe guttata guttata)
Black Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta)
Texas Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta lindheimeri) . 
Western Mud Snake (Farancia abacura reinwardtii) 
Rainbow Snake (Farancia erytrooramma ervtrogramma) 
Eastern Hognose Snake (Heterodon platvrhinos) 
Prairie Kingsnake (Lamorooeltis callioaster

callioaster)
Mole Kingsnake (Lamoropeltis calligaster

rhombomaculata)
Speckled Kingsnake (Lamprooeltis qetulus holbrooki) 
Louisiana Milk Snake (Lamorooeltis triangulum

amaura)

elaosoides)

flavioaster)

Scarlet Kingsnake (Lamorooeltis triangulum

Eastern Coachwhip (Masticoohis flagellum flagellum) 
Gulf Salt Marsh Snake (Nerodia clarkii clarkii) 
Western Green Water Snake (Nerodia cvclopion) 
Yellow-bellied Water Snake (Nerodia ervthrogaster

Blotched Water Snake (Nerodia ervthrogaster
transversa)

Broad-banded Water Snake (Nerodia fasciata
confluens)

rhombifer)

ruthveni)

sinicola)

Diamond-backed Water Snake (Nerodia rhomobifer

Midland Water Snake (Nerodia sioedon pleuralis) 
Rough Green Snake (Ooheodrvs aestivus)
Black Pine Snake (Pituophis melanoleucus lodingi) 
Louisiana Pine Snake (Pituophis melanoleucus

Graham's Crayfish Snake (Regina grahamii)
Delta Glossy Crayfish Snake (Regina rigida deltas) 
Western Glossy Crayfish Snake (Regina rigida

Pine Woods Snake (Rhadinaea flavilata)
Marsh Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi limnetes)
Texas Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi texana)
Midland Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi wrightorum) 
Florida Red-bellied Snake (Storeria occioitomaculata

obscura)
Southeastern Crowned Snake (Tantilla coronata) 
Flat-headed Snake (Tantilla gracilis)
Western Ribbon Snake (Thamnoohis proximus proximus)
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orarius)
Gulf Coast Ribbon Snake (Thamnophis proximus

elegans)

contortrix)

leucostoma)

adainanteus)

atricaudatus)

streckeri)

Eastern Ribbon Snake (Thamnophis sauritus sauritus) 
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis) 
Rough Earth Snake (Virginia striatula)
Western Smooth Earth Snake (Virginia valeriae

Eastern Coral Snake (Micrurus fulvius fulvius) 
Texas Coral Snake (Micrurus fulvius tenere) 
Southern Copperhead (Aokistrodon contortrix

Western Cottonmouth (Aokistrodon oiscivorus

Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake (Crotalus

Canebrake Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus

Western Pygmy Rattlesnake (Sistrurus miliarius

6. Alligator
American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis)

J. Restricted Amphibians and Reptiles

1. The species listed below are deemed to be especially 
sensitive to overcollection in the state of Louisiana because of 
low population levels and/or limited ranges (according to Dundee 
and Rossman, 1989, The Amphibians and Reptiles of Louisiana. LSU 
Press, and any pertinent subsequent scientific literature). 
Collection of these species from the wild in Louisiana for 
commercial or personal purposes is hereby prohibited. Scientific 
collecting of these species will be allowed by permit under the 
following conditions:

a. one voucher specimen of these species per site 
may be collected to document range extensions or confirm the 
current occurrence of a species suspected to have been extirpated 
at a site (i.e. not collected in the past 20 years) ? collecting 
more than one specimen of these species shall require written 
justification submitted to and approved by Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, the approved number then being indicated on the 
permit;

b. up to five individuals of these species found 
dead may be salvaged?

c. any number of individuals of these species may 
be captured, processed (i.e. measured, marked, tissue samples taken 
by means deemed acceptable by Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
etc.) and released alive where originally found as part of a 
legitimate scientific study.
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2. As more information concerning the status of these 
and other amphibians and reptiles becomes available, species may be 
removed from or added to this list.

3. List of Restricted Amphibians and Reptiles 
Ambvstoma tiarinum - tiger salamander 
Plethodon serratus - southern red-backed salamander 
Plethodon websteri - Webster's salamander 
Pseudotriton montanus - mud salamander 
Pseudotriton ruber - red salamander

4. List of Threatened or Endangered Amphibians and 
Reptiles. In addition to those listed above, the following species 
are listed as threatened or endangered in Louisiana (LAC 76:1.317) 
and may not be collected.

Chelonia mydas - green sea turtle 
Eretmochelys imbricate - hawksbill sea turtle 
Leoidochelvs kempii - Kemp's ridley sea turtle 
Dermochelys coriacea - leatherback sea turtle 
Caretta caretta - loggerhead sea turtle 
Gooherus Polyphemus - gopher tortoise 
Graotemys oculifera - ringed sawback turtle

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:632.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 20: (October
1994) .

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

Mr. Johnnie Tarver then presented a Notice of Intent for State 
Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges Regulations. This Notice of 
Intent was to establish visitor regulations. Paul J. Rainey Refuge 
was donated in the 1920's, represents approximately 30,000 acres in 
Vermilion Parish and was set aside strictly for fish and wildlife 
resources. Adjacent to Rainey Refuge is State Wildlife which 
already has Enforcement Agents that could patrol both refuges. In 
order for someone to visit Paul J. Rainey Refuge, they have to 
first obtain permission from the Audubon Society stated Mr. Tarver. 
Then he introduced Mr. Lonny Leger and Mr. Frosty Anderson from the 
Refuge tract. Commissioner Vujnovich made a motion to accept the 
Notice of Intent and was seconded by Commissioner Mialjevich. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
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Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
expresses its intent to adopt a rule establishing visitor 
regulations for State Wildlife Refuge and Paul J. Rainey Refuge of 
the National Audubon Society.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries 

Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commissions 

§323. State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges

A. Visitor Regulations for State Wildlife Refuge

1. Use of the refuge will be allowed from official 
sunrise to official sunset. This includes access routes through 
the refuge.

2. Overnight camping is prohibited.

3. Hunting, pursuing, killing, molesting or
intentionally disturbing any type of wildlife by the public is 
prohibited. This does not prohibit the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries from carrying out harvest programs for certain types of 
wildlife as specified in the Deed of Donation.

4. Commercial and recreational trawling on the refuge 
is prohibited. Recreational trotlines, jug lines, trammel nets, 
gill nets, hoop nets and fish and crab traps are prohibited. All 
commercial fishing and use of any commercial fishing gear on the 
refuge is prohibited. Twenty-five pounds of shrimp (heads on) per 
boat or vehicle per day is allowed during the inside open shrimp 
season as established by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. 
Ten pounds of shrimp (heads on) for bait purposes may be caught 
during the closed season. Shrimp may be harvested only by cast net 
on the refuge and only for sport fishing or home consumption use. 
Containers are required to receive cast net catches to prevent 
littering and for safety purposes.

5. Crawfish may be harvested from the open portion of 
the refuge and 100 pounds per boat or vehicle is allowed per day. 
Set nets may be used but must be attended and removed from the 
refuge daily. No commercial harvest is allowed.

6. Crabs may be harvested from the open portion of the 
refuge; and 12 dozen crabs are allowed per boat or vehicle per day.
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A maximum of 12 crab nets are allowed per boat or vehicle. No 
commercial harvest is allowed.

7. Oysters may be harvested by tonging (properly 
licensed) or by hand collection from the natural reefs. One gallon 
per boat or vehicle per day is allowed and oysters must be opened 
at the reef and the shells returned to the reef. Taking of oysters 
on the reef is dependent upon Department of Health and Hospitals' 
approval and may be closed at any time by the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

8. The burning of the marsh by the public is 
prohibited. Water control structures shall not be tampered with or 
altered by anyone other than employees of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

9. Bringing firearms, bows and arrows, liquor and 
controlled dangerous substances (drugs) onto the refuge is 
prohibited. Personal companion animals (eg. dogs) are restricted 
to boats or vehicles unless prior approval is obtained from the 
refuge supervisor. Upon probable cause a violation has occurred, 
all boats and vehicles are subject to search by all authorized 
employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

10. Speed boat racing, air boats, hover craft, jet skis, 
and water skiing is prohibited. All boat traffic shall honor no 
wake zones and shall keep wave wash to a minimum. Pulling boats 
over or around levees, dams or water control structures is 
prohibited. The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may further 
restrict specified areas of the refuge from public access or use.

11. No litter is allowed. Visitors must remove their 
litter or place litter in appropriate litter disposal sites. 
Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs and wild plants without prior 
approval is prohibited.

12. Commercial fishing gear or trawls shall not be 
permitted in possession while participating in sport fishing on the 
refuge. Commercial fishing gear may be in possession for non-stop 
access directly across refuge or for safe harbor only.

13. Department officials and enforcement officers shall 
have the duty and the right to restrict access to the refuge, even 
for the purpose herein enumerated, whenever the circumstances exist 
that such access may impair the primary purpose of the refuge as a 
wildlife refuge and sanctuary.

14. Violation of any part of this subsection constitutes 
a class two violation.

B. Visitor Regulations for Paul J. Rainey Refuge of the 
National Audubon Society
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1. All visitors must be accompanied by a representative 
of the National Audubon Society.

.... 2. Trespassing, hunting, pursuing, killing, molesting,
fishing or intentionally disturbing any type of wildlife by the 
public is prohibited. This does not prohibit the National Audubon 
Society from carrying out harvest programs for certain types of 
wildlife as specified in the Deed of Donation.

3. Possessing firearms, bows and arrows, liquor and 
controlled dangerous substances (drugs) on the refuge, is 
prohibited.

4. Upon probable cause a violation has occurred, all 
boats and vehicles are subject to search by all authorized 
employees of the Department of wildlife and Fisheries.

5. Department officials and enforcement officers shall 
have the duty and the right to restrict access to the refuge, even 
for the purpose herein enumerated, whenever the circumstances exist 
that such access may impair the primary purpose of the refuge as a 
wildlife refuge and sanctuary.

6. Violation of any part of this subsection constitutes 
a class two violation.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6 et
seq. and R.S. 56:763.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
rule to Johnnie Tarver, Administrator, Fur & Refuge Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 28, 1994.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

Rule Ratification for Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition was 
presented by Mr. Bennie Fontenot. This would prohibit gill and 
trammel nets in a portion of Bayou DeSiard bounded on the north by 
U.S. Highway 165 and on the south by Shorty Payne Road. An aquatic 
vegetation problem occurs in that portion of the Bayou and there 
was an effort to stock Triploid Grass Carp in that portion. 
Chairman Schneider asked Mr. Fontenot to read the Rule for the 
record. Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Rule and 
was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. It passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)
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RULE

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 
the following rule prohibiting the use of gill nets and trammel 
nets in the upper end of Bayou DeSiard located in Ouachita Parish.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§173. Netting Prohibition - Bayou DeSiard

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby prohibits the use 
of gill nets and trammel nets in that portion of Bayou DeSiard, 
Ouachita Parish, bounded on the north by U.S. Highway 165 near 
Sterlington, and on the south by Shorty Payne Road near Black 
Bayou.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:22(B).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 20: (October
1994).

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency to continue Net Ban During Lake 
Drawdown was also presented by Mr. Bennie Fontenot. The final Rule 
would not be presented until the November Commission Meeting, and 
this Declaration of Emergency was needed to cover the time frame 
until publication of the final Rule. The Emergency Rule 
automatically closes an impoundment to netting when being drawn 
down for management purposes. Commissioner Jones asked how long 
would the drawdown last on a lake in north Louisiana? Chairman 
Schneider asked Mr. Puckett if the Declaration of Emergency should 
be read into the record. Commissioner Jones made a motion to 
accept the Emergency Rule. It was seconded by Commissioner 
Mialjevich and unanimously passed.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
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In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) , 
' the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 
56:22 (B) , the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to
protect fish populations in freshwater impoundments during water 
drawdown periods, does hereby enact the following rule:

All freshwater impoundments shall be closed to use of 
commercial fish netting during water drawdown periods, unless 
otherwise specified by the Department based upon biological and 
technical data; the closure to begin on the date the drawdown 
control structure is opened and continued until the lake returns to 
full pool following closure of the structure.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate protection 
to fish populations in impoundments that are presently, or soon 
will be in the drawdown condition.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

Mr. Farhad Miami made the Announcement of the Successful 
Bidder of the wildlife & Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program. 
He gave a brief history of the program. The card would provide a 
portion of the proceeds from monthly transactions by those that 
hold the card to the Department. Local newspapers, 26 banks and 
institutions received announcements with bid packages being sent to 
those interested parties that requested them. Three bids were 
received by the deadline date of August 31, 1994. Four major
criteria were established in order to rank their strengths in each 
criteria. Kessler Financial Services of Boston, Massachusetts was 
awarded the bid since it provided the best package of compensation 
to the Department and potential card holders. Commissioner 
Mialjevich asked if, after five years, would the Department receive 
any royalties.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for September was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were 
issued during the month of September.

Region I - Minden - 52 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 79 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 81 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 44 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 82 citations.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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Region VI - Opelousas - 188 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 107 citations.
Region VIII - New Orleans - 347 citations. Commissioner 

Mialjevich asked what was license fraud?

Region IX - Thibodaux - 227 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 80 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 64 citations.

Offshore Boats (SWEP) - 37 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
September was 1,256. Commissioner Mialjevich asked if the 60 sacks 
of oysters thrown back into water went into the fishing ground or 
over the bridge?

Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update for the month of 
September was provided by Mrs. Janis Landry. During September, 34 
cases were assessed for a value of $14,614 and payment was received 
on 26 cases which totaled approximately $4,938. Then she explained 
what other duties were performed regarding Civil Restitutions. 
Chairman Schneider asked if the attorney has taken any legal steps 
on any of the old cases.

The Secretary's Report to the Commission was given by 
Secretary Herring. Two big events occurred during September for 
the Department. The first, which was already discussed, was 
Becoming an Outdoors Woman. The second was National Hunting and 
Fishing Day and was well attended. The cities of Baton Rouge, 
Plaguemine, Natchitoches, Monroe and Minden held this event. This 
event has a lot of activities and exhibits. He then thanked Mr. 
John Medica for coordinating the activity for the Baton Rouge area.

Hunter Education, Handicapped Hunter, Bowhunter, Let's Go 
Fishing Program, Project WILD held a total of 21 classes during 
September with 4,096 students.

Mr. Johnnie Tarver attended a meeting in Toronto, Canada with 
delegates from Canada and Russia on the fur industry and trapping 
procedures. Mr. Greg Linscombe was in Belgium representing 
Congressman John Breaux to discuss the European Union fur trade.

Preliminary counts on the alligator season showed a good 
season. An approximate $40 per foot was received on seven foot 
hides from these alligators.
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The Aquatic Plant Section sprayed 4,498 acres of water 
hyacinths by boat. Also, they cleaned up and repaired 25 boat 
ramps in 25 parishes.

The Inland Fisheries Section stocked 13 areas with 280,800 
fingerling channel and blue catfish.

Secretary Herring stated he attended the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies meeting during the month 
and Louisiana was recognized by the Canadian Government for our 
work done on waterfowl.

A field employee from the Red River WMA found two deer whose 
horns locked from fighting and who subsequently died. The 
Department had these deer mounted and they are displayed in the 
Louisiana Room.

The Commission Meeting for November was to be held in 
Woodworth. Also, dedication of the Environmental Center would 
occur as well as a ground breaking ceremony for the new fish 
hatchery. Commissioner Jones suggested to Chairman Schneider that 
the Secretary give his report at the beginning of the meeting.

Several questions from an unidentified person in the audience 
were on how the state learned to grow catfish and the art of can 
fishing. While talking about catfish and des Allemands, Chairman 
Schneider decided to take up Commissioner Mialjevich's Declaration 
of Emergency. Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to bring the 
item up again for reconsideration. This was seconded by 
Commissioner Hanchey. Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Hanchey, 
Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Mialjevich voted for the 
motion. Commissioner Mialjevich read the Declaration of Emergency 
and Notice of Intent and stated this was his motion. Commissioner 
Hanchey seconded the motion. Mr. Don Puckett recommended several 
technical changes. One dealt with taking certain words out that 
would require a person handling the catfish to have his permit in 
his possession. Commissioner Jones asked if only one person had to 
have a permit while on a boat? Another change recommended was not 
allowing possession of fish between 8 and 11 inches in boats 
outside of the permitted area. Commissioner Jones asked 
Commissioner Mialjevich if he would include in the criteria someone 
that has previously been convicted of undersized catfish violations 
not be allowed to have a permit. Commissioner Mialjevich felt it 
should not be required since they were looking for economic 
information and not setting up a limited entry system. Chairman 
Schneider asked Mr. Puckett if this recommendation by Commissioner 
Jones could be done. Commissioner Jones then made his 
recommendation into a substitute motion to go with the Declaration 
of Emergency. It died for lack of a second. Commissioner Jones 
asked if the information obtained from the permit would actually 
provide economic information or would it falsely create a market 
for these fish? Mr. Niami stated there was a potential to flood
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the market and this may reduce the price and could bias the study. 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked if you could still not get 
information from the out-of-state dealers. Commissioner Jones 
asked. how could the Department make someone report the third 
month's catch when the permit would not be renewed? Commissioner 
Mialjevich answered the fishermen have a vested interest to make 
sure all three reports are sent back to the Department. 
Commissioner Jones then recalled that the Inland Fish Division was 
opposed to the permit, the Enforcement Division has also opposed it 
and it would create an economic hardship for the Department. 
Chairman Schneider then opened discussion for public comments.

Mr. Johnny Price, a commercial fisherman, stated he was 
opposed to reducing the size limit from 11 inches to 8 inches. He 
had one question to ask? why did fishermen from the des Allemands 
area come into the Mermentau Basin at night doing illegal 
activities? He felt also the concept of the fish not growing in 
that area was not true.

Mr. Farhad Miami added the fishermen up to now are required to 
report either the number of fish or quantities. If the permit was 
approved, Mr. Miami requested financial information be provided. 
Commissioner Mialjevich reassured that all the people involved 
would be contacted to make sure the monthly reports contain all the 
necessary information.

Commissioner Hanchey asked, where does the money go from the 
sale of the permit? Commissioner Cormier stated he was not voting 
to change the size limit on catfish but was voting for a 90 day 
reduction to gather information .for Commissioner Mialjevich's 
study. Commissioner Cormier then moved to the previous question. 
Those voting for the motion were Commissioner Hanchey, Commissioner 
Vujnovich, Commissioner Mialjevich and Commissioner Cormier. 
Opposed were Commissioner Jones and Chairman Schneider. The motion 
passed.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) , 
the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 
56:326, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to 
establish a permit area for the taking of channel catfish between 
8" and 11", 8" inclusive, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public welfare exists 
and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule:

Channel Catfish —  Lac des Allemands, Lake Salvador, Lake 
Cataouatche, Lake Maurepas, and the western portion of Lake 
Pontchartrain, and associated bayous and streams.

For those persons with a department-issued permit, the minimum 
length on channel catfish, locally called the white, the eel cat, 
or the willow cat, taken or possessed for commercial purposes, 
shall be eight inches (8") minimum length with the mouth closed, in 
the following described area (hereinafter "the permit area"): That 
portion of southeastern Louisiana, containing Lac des Allemands, 
Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lake Maurepas, the western portion 
of Lake Pontchartrain and associated bayous and streams, excluding 
the Mississippi River and Bayou Lafourche, herein described as: 
west and south of the west descending bank of the Mississippi River 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Huey P. Long Bridge; north and west 
of Highway 90 from Huey P. Long Bridge to Causeway Boulevard; west 
of Lake Pontchartrain Causeway from U.S. Highway 90 to Louisiana 
Highway 22; south and east of Louisiana Highway 22 to U.S. Highway 
61 at Sorrento; north of U.S. 61 from Sorrento to Louisiana Highway 
20; east of Louisiana Highway 20 to the east descending bank of 
Bayou Lafourche at Thibodaux; east of the east descending bank of 
Bayou Lafourche to Louisiana Highway 1 at Leeville; east and north 
of Louisiana Highway 1 from Leeville to the Gulf of Mexico; north 
of Gulf of Mexico from Grand Isle to the west descending bank of 
the Mississippi River.

In all other state waterbottoms outside of the permit area, 
all persons are subject to the statutorily prescribed size limits 
for channel catfish set out in R.S. 56:326.A.(7)(b).

The permit shall provide for the following: (1) necessity of 
permit possession at all times while taking or possessing channel 
catfish between the sizes of 8” and 11", 8" inclusive; (2) 
reporting before the tenth of each month on forms approved for the 
purpose the number of channel catfish commercially taken during the 
preceding month and their sizes and other information required by 
the Department; (3) the necessity for all other licenses or permits 
required to commercially fish and land commercially taken channel 
catfish; (4) non-transferability of permit; (5) issuance only to a 
natural person who must be physically present and have in his 
possession the signed original permit at all times that channel 
catfish, subject to the permit, are being taken in the permit area; 
(6) that permittees are specifically prohibited from harvesting or 
possessing channel catfish under 8" within the permit area, subject 
to the immediate revocation of the permit for the first or any 
subsequent violation thereof; (7) that permittees are prohibited 
from possessing channel catfish between the sizes of 8" and 11", 8" 
inclusive, in a boat or on the water outside of the permit area;
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and (8) all channel catfish between the sizes of 8" and 11", 8" 
inclusive, must be landed within the permit area.

The permits shall be effective only for a period of three 
months beginning Monday, October 17, 1994 and ending January 17, 
1995. The fee for said permit shall be $25 per permit.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate information 
on the catch and sales of under-ll" channel catfish in the 
designated area and to relieve economic hardship on the commercial 
fishermen in the permit area.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

RESOLUTION

The following actions are to begin immediately and continue 
for a period of one (1) year: (1) the formulation of a Catfish
Task Force addressing channel catfish; (2) establishment by the 
Department of a catfish management plan for channel and blue 
catfish which would take into account social and economic factors; 
(3) a social and economic study relative to channel catfish.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman, La. Wildlife & 
Fisheries Commission

Joe L. Herring
Secretary, La. Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries

The Commissioners voted to hold the February 1995 Meeting on 
Thursday, February 9, 1995 in the Baton Rouge office, beginning at 
10:00 a.m.

Chairman Schneider asked for Public Comments.

Mr. Carl Gremillion requested the ban on goose creeping be 
lifted. Louisiana was the only state to have a ban on goose 
creeping. Mr. Dave Hall stated, in a meeting, that migratory 
violations are down from 60 to 85 percent and felt the hunters 
deserved another chance. Mr. Gremillion felt the Commission should 
not take away his hunting heritage and that there was a need to 
harvest some of the geese. Chairman Schneider asked the pleasure 
of the Commission. Hearing no motions, Commissioner Mialjevich 
stated he would put the item on the next agenda.

Mr. Standley Daigle, La. Natural Freshwater Catfish 
Association, asked for a copy of the Declaration of Emergency 
because they felt it was not fair.

Mr. John Powell asked if a market in Lafayette would be able 
to possess 8 inch fish?
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There being no further business. Commissioner Mialjevich made 
a motion to Adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich.

Herring
Secretary

JLH:sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, October 6, 1994

Chairman Jeff Schneider presiding.

Bert Jones 
Peter Vujnovich 
Jerald Hanchey 
Joseph B. Cormier 
Tee John Mialjevich

Commissioner Perry Gisclair was absent from the meeting. 

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Schneider called for a motion for approval of the 
September 1, 1994, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was 
made by Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner 
Cormier. The motion passed unanimously.

0 Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of the
lOjle S. St. Amant Marine Lab began with Mr. Corky Ferret 
introducing Mr. Gordon Wallace from the Menhaden Advisory Council. 
Mr. Wallace presented the Commission with a check in the amount of 
$81,758 to be used for improvements on the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine 
Lab. He then explained how he felt the continuation of the lab and 
field research was necessary. Mr. Ferret then presented a plaque 
to Mr. Wallace and the Council.

A Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program began with Mr. 
John Roussel welcoming representatives from Chevron. Chevron 
donated and placed nine structures for this program during the past 
summer. An explanation on the process of removing a rig and the 
placement as a reef was given by Mr. Greg Sholte. Mr. Roussel 
noted Chevron was the most active participant in the program. Mr. 
Ferret introduced Mr. Gene Cole and Mr. Tony Brown and asked them 
to come forward. Mr. Tony Brown presented a check in the amount of 
$739,574 for the State of Louisiana to continue the Rigs to Reef 
Program. He felt this program was a win-win situation not only for 
Chevron but also for the State of Louisiana. Mr. Gene Cole stated 
Chevron was pleased to be a part of a program that required no tax 
payer dollars. Mr. Roussel stated the check represented five 
different structures and then presented three plaques to Chevron. 
Chairman Schneider stated the Commission appreciated Chevron's 
support.

A Presentation on the White Alligator was given by Mr. Bill 
Berry from Louisiana Land & Exploration Company. The white



alligators were discoveredr in Terrebonne Parish in September 1987 
with the finding of 18 males. These white alligators are not an 
albino alligator and has bright blue eyes. Seven of the 18 are in 
the care of the Audubon Institute, 10 are in the care of L. L. &
"E. , "and died. The white alligator has become quite a
popular item receiving national publicity. An attempt was made 
this year to reproduce the white alligators, but it was 
unsuccessful. Chairman Schneider thanked Mr. Berry for his efforts 
in publicizing the white alligator. Mr. Berry then presented each 
Commissioners with a pair of white alligator pins.

The August Aircraft Report was presented by Mr. Lee 
Caubarreaux. This report showed four pilots flew a total of 107.7 
hours for the month, along with the breakdown for the different 
planes, the estimated cost, the actual cost and the Commission's 
method. The individual flight logs were also listed in the report.

A Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program began with Mr.
Bob Dennie announcing history was made on the weekend of September 
16, 17 and 18, 1994. A new program was introduced to 110 women 
from Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas on such things as canoeing, 
outdoor photography, shooting a rifle, gun safety, shooting a 
shotgun, bowhunting, muzzleloading, camping, and camp cooking.
This first weekend was a great success stated Mr. Dennie. Then he 
introduced the coordinator for the program, Mr. Bob Johnson. Mr.
Johnson began by showing a video on the first Becoming an Outdoors 
Woman. The program helped to show how important the work is the 
Department does and the importance of quality habitat. Chairman 
Schneider asked if there would be other workshops and how could 
someone get involved in the workshop? Commissioner Cormier asked 
when was the next workshop? Chairman Schneider asked about the 
availability of applications for the workshops? Commissioner Jones 
asked if there was an age limit and if there would be an 
opportunity for younger girls to attend a similar program in the 
future? He then commended Mr. Johnson and the Department's efforts 
with the new program. Secretary Herring stated there were News 
Releases sent out for the first program and more would be put out 
when it was time for the next program. Also several— major ;
newspapers covered the event and(was a very successful program.
Ms. Sara Ann Harris stated the Information Section did a good job 
in contacting newspapers and television stations because within 
three weeks the program was filled. Commissioner Jones asked what 
was the cost for the workshop? Mr. Bob Dennie thanked the
Commission, Secretary Herring and Mrs. Janet Weaver for their help 
with the program.

A Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent to Change the 
Size Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8" was presented by 
Commissioner Mialjevich. He began stating he was glad he became__^^z/ y  
involved in this" ~30 yearlfconflict, he made an outline and/JTas^"^ 
accomplished all but two goals. The Department and LSU were to do 
a study on the social and economic on the eel catfish. Two
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successful public hearings were held, one in Des Allemands and the 
other in Belle River. Commissioner Mialjevich noted there was a 
lot of misinformation, there are a lot of different ways to 
interpret the biological information from the Department and very 
little has been done on an ultimate management scheme. He felt 
there was a need for a Catfish Management Plan and a Catfish Task 
Force because of the fact there was no stock assessment done, no
i-steua-1 population analysis, no estimation of fishing and natural 

mortality by age groups, no spawning stock biomassY'of“tHe catfish, 
and no spawning stock biomass per recruitment^ Without this 
information, you can not determine the safe limits to harvest, 
commented Commissioner Mialjevich. He also felt it was time to 
find out what was in the waters, what could be harvested without 
damaging the resources and how much could be taken out to benefit 
the people in Louisiana. He recommended a 90 day Declaration of 
Emergency which would allow the harvest of 8 inch eel catfish in 
the des Allemands area, and a Notice of Intent to continue the 90 
days for one year and have a Task Force put together, make a 
management plan, let the Department and LSU make their social and
economic studies, and make another rotenone sample next September. 
This recommendation also includes a special permit that would cost

ana/a monthly catch report.

Commissioner Jones asked Commissioner Mialjevich to explain 
what he was exactly proposing and the area that was proposed? 
Chairman Schneider asked Mr. Bennie Fontenot if the area on the 
Declaration of Emergency was the same as the.study area there is 
data for? Commissioner Cormier asked Secretary Herring if the 
recommendation from Commissioner Mialjevich was carried out, would 
it possibly end this conflict? Secretary Herring felt the biology 
on the catfish would not change after a year's time. Commissioner 
Jones asked Secretary Herring if the best recommendation for 
channel catfish was still 11 inches as the minimum length and th-a-t/^ 
the Department does not support an 8 inch minimum length? Then he 
asked Mr. Fontenoj^uf opening up the catch to 8 inch catfish, would 
there be a detriment to these catfish? Mr. Fontenot stated the 
recruitment would be affected by catching the small fish. 
Commissioner Jones asked if there would be any biological detriment 
to the fishery within the 90 day period? Chairman Schneider asked 
if 90 days would be enough time to determine what Commissioner 
Mialjevich was trying to find out? With Mr. Fontenot stating no 
permanent evaluation could be made with just 90 days of data, 
Chairman Schneider asked how long would it take? Commissioner 
Jones asked if Mr. Fontenot and the Department felt it their 
opinion not to go with the permit? Then he asked would this 
project be a detriment to the catfish resource and would it be 
compromising the resource instead of being good stewards?

Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Fontenot to clarify several 
answers; one being how long would it take to see recruitment over- 
fishing-̂ 5 occur. Mr. Gary Tilyou stated there were no recruitment 
problems when the area was looked at first in 1981, but in 1985

3



/ j u

changes began to take place and the push for the small fish began; 
during 1986 and 1987 a recruitment problem occurred? no data was 
available for 1988 nor 1989. In 1990, a rotenone sample showed 
recruitment again. Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Tilyou if 
there was a crash on the landings or recruitment on a graph, and 
what was targeted as the reason? Going on he asked if perch, blue 
catfish and other fish during rotenone samples also declined at the 
same time as eel catfish? Other questions posed by Commissioner 
Mialjevich were, when was the crash period, and were there rotenone 
sample^gefeieas that showed a lack of juveniles for 1988 and 1989. 
Then he stated the Department had a lot of conflict with their data 
and felt this was why there was a need for the study. He asked if 
there was a reason why the rotenone samples showed more larger fish 
when there was-®' no size limit on catfish then with a size limit. 
Commissioner Mialjevich then asked Mr. Fontenot if his 
recommendation was based strictly on biology and not on social or 
economic factors and why did he want 11 inches. He asked, if there 
was a separate zone for catfish in the study area, would Mr. 
Fontenot agree to 10 inch minimum size limit and 8 inches for Lake

-----Maurepas1 how would the Department and LSU be able to gather data
for economic value if the fishery was closed to catching 8 inch_
fish? The questions being raised to show how the 
interpretation of the Department's data was faulty and not 
consistent by Mr. Fontenot. Commissioner Mialjevich asked if Mr. 
Fontenot had a stock assessment on eel catfish, a virtual 
population analysis of the catfish, estimate of fish and their 
natural mortality by age groups, spawning stock biomass of the 
'ca'tff'isfiT̂  spawning stock biomass per recruitment. He stated the 
study he was proposing would provide an ultimate management plan 
and would get the data needed to decide a safe harvest for catfish 
and then asked if the Department was against his plan.

Chairman Schneider felt there was enough concern to establish 
a Task Force and develop a management plan and was concerned about 
the potential of the resource being harmed while a study was being 
conducted and did not know if the answers to questions posed by 
Commissioner Mialjevich could be answered in a one year study. 
Then he asked Mr. Fontenot if anyone could design a study that 
would not harm the resource and would give the data needed Jzor a 
management plan and how long would it take to design a study: Mr. 
Fontenot stated the Department was in the process of reviewing all 
the data that had been collected and felt if the Commission wanted 
a Task Force, that would be fine with him. Commissioner Cormier 
supported what was said about needing recent data. Mr. Fontenot 
stated if the fish were harvested at the 11 inch minimum length, 
there would be a static fishery in the lake, a good fishery from 
month to month and more fish would be harvested per pound. 
However, if there was continued illegal harvest, the results would 
be detrimental. Commissioner Cormier stated his concern was with 
the illegal catching of the fish and asked Col. Vidrine if he 
thought the permitted fishermen would report those illegally 
fishing and how would it affect the Enforcement Division in
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enforcing this permit. Commissioner Mialjevich asked for a copy of 
any and all catfish violations within the state be sent to him on
a monthly basis. Commissioner Jones asked Col. Vidrine—-4-f— the---■
permitted season would make the jobs' for Enforcement tougher 
throughout the state, would it be in the best interest of the 
Division to have the special permit and how would you prove that 
fishermen caught their catch from the des Allemands area? Then he 
asked Secretary Herring what the cost would be to regulate a 
special permitted season. Secretary Herring stated the Department 
would have to come up with a work plan before a cost could be 
determined. Commissioner Jones asked if another project would 
suffer to have this survey done? Then he stated that biologically 
the department stands against the study; enforcement felt it would 
be tough to enforce; and it would be detrimental from an economic 
standpoint.

Senator Ron Landry, having been in office for almost 20 years, 
stated he saw a period of eight years with no size limit and still 
there were fish in the area. The Department's study was to see if w*' 
population was stunted and that was all. Senator Landry felt it 
was not right to manage eel catfish at the 50 percent maturity 
level. He then stated he has seen businesses go under because of 
the 11 inch minimum length limit. There was no way to destroy a 
fishing industry by reducing the size limit on the catfish for one 
yeaixstated Senator Landry. The hoop net fishermen are pulling up 
80 to 90 percent under 11 inch catfish in their nets. He urged the 
Commission to vote for the 90 day Declaration of Emergency to 
reduce the size limit and start the study requested by Commissioner 
Mialjevich.

Commissioner Mialjevich stated he felt the 90 day season would .
provide the social and economic information needed, there was 
need to put together a task force and management plar^andY then see 
what happens from there. Then he asked when was the rotenone study 
taken? Senator Landry stated the study needed to be scientifically 
correct and you needed to take into account all factors that affect 
the location of the catfish.

Commissioner Vujnovich stated the biggest enemy for the 
£ catfish was saltwater intrusion. He also noted he caught only one 
' freshwater cattilshTnYHackberry Bay and Grand Bayou area last year.

He then requested Mr. Fontenot conduct a saltwater intrusion study.
Chairman Schneider stated he had an uncomfortable feeling about 
voting on something that he was not sure what the outcome would be.
He felt this should be looked at again but the process for the 
study and what it would tell us was disagreed upon. Commissioner 
Mialjevich asked Mr. Fontenot how much damage could be done in 90 
days if the study was opened to harvest the small catfish? Mr.
Fontenot stated he could not answer the question but stated the 
fish would not disappear in 90 days. Secretary Herring stated the 
Department could not predict how many people would get a permit nor 
how much catch there would be.
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a Chairman Schneider asked Mr. Farhad Miami what was necessary
j j  to interpolate the economic and social value of a fishery based on_le. rvjd*
-- th"£~dat'a"ava-i-lab'l-e—now afvTiany reasonable assumption^ Mr. Miami

stated the quality of the study would be as good as the data used.
Two types of surveys have been developed, one to the fishermen and 
the other to potential dealers. The information asked for included 
type of fish, quantit^and value of the fish sold in previous 
years. An analysis provided would have to be in conjunction with 
the biological data^istated Mr. Miami. Commissioner Mialjevich 
asked if the data received from a 90 day permit would provide good 
data instead of guessing and would the 90 day's of data provide a 
change in price throughout the state. Commissioner Jones asked Mr.
Don Puckett how would a permit be established and what was the fine 
for harvesting without the permitT Commissioner Mialjevich stated 
he discussed this permit with Mr. Corky Ferret and it could work 
along the same lines as the Black Drum Permit. Commissioner Jones 
again asked if the Commission had the authority to issue a permit 
without a statute. Then he asked Col. Vidrine what would the fine 
be for fishing without a permit for the first offense as well as 
the second offense? Chairman Schneider asked what was civil 
restitution for illegally caught catfish? Commissioner Mialjevich 
asked if the permit could be revoked if a violation of the permit 
occurred? Then he asked if there was a criteria used in setting up 
the Black Drum Permit? Chairman Schneider asked the pleasure of 
the Commission. Mr. Puckett advised the Commissioners they would 
have to establish the criteria for this permit. Commissioner Jones 
stated the Commission did not have enough information to make a 
sound decision, the Enforcement Division was against the proposed 
permit and the economic adverse effects have been discussed. So, 
he made a motion to table the proposed permit until the questions 
could be answered. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion. The 
vote was Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Cormier and Chairman 
Schneider for the motion and Commissioner Vujnovich, Commissioner 
Mialjevich and Commissioner Hanchey against the motion.

Then Commissioner Mialjevich made a second motion to accept 
of Emergency for 90 days, have a permit system for 
be given to the Economist for his study, first

offense would mean revocation of the permit, and to have the proper 
gear license in your possession. Commissioner Hanchey seconded the 
motion. Commissioner Cormier stated he would vote for a study but 
would not vote for illegal activities and asked why was the 90 day 
permit needed? Mr. Puckett emphasized the importance of knowing 
the conditions of the permit and the basis for suspension and
revocation before the permits should be issued. Commissioner
Cormier stated he would not vote for a permit he has not seen yet. 
Mr. Puckett told Commissioner Mialjevich that in order for a
Deei'ara'tfion of Emergency l) be promulgated, a statement of the 
imminent peril needed to be included. Chairman Schneider then 
called for the vote. Those voting for the motion wa-s"Commissioner 
Hanchey, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Mialjevich and

To. the Declaration 
$25~ “the data
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those opposed were Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Cormier and 
Chairman Schneider.

A third motion^ by Commissioner/ Cormie^^was made to do 
Commissioner Mialjevich's study andk^hat the proper documents and 
available information be presented at the next meeting. 
Commissioner Jones seconded the motion. Commissioner Mialjevich 
felt all the pertinent information could be discussed at the 
present meeting. Commissioner Jones stated it had been discussed 
but had not been reviewed and suggested there was a need for a 
formulated plan. Chairman Schneider then called for the vote. 
Voting for the motion was Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Jones 
and Chairman Schneider. Opposed were Commissioner Mialjevich, 
Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Hanchey. After hearing no 
other motions, Chairman Schneider recessed the meeting.

Reconvening the meeting, a Declaration of Emergency for 
Consideration of Boundary Line Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure 
for Night Shrimping was presented by Commissioner Mialjevich. He 
beganVreminding all of the experiment tried for no night shrimping 
during the Spring Inshore Shrimp Season. Traditionally butterfly 
shrimpers did not use a point to point description, they used a 
reef on the southwest pass to the land site on the east side of the 
channel. These shrimpers asked to move the line back to where it 
was traditionally. Commissioner Mialjevich then stated this was 
his motion and it was seconded by Commissioner Vujnovich. 
Commissioner Jones asked what was the Department's position on this 
change? Mr. Brandt Savoie stated the Department met with the 
fishermen in the area, talked with Senator Mike Foster and met with 
local Enforcement agents and all agreed the line could be enforced. 
The previous line caused a hazard to navigation and problems with 
safety wherry they would— tu-rn. Hearing no public comments, the 
motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act and R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds 
that an imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly 
adopts the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
prohibit shrimping between official sunset and official sunrise in 
the inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495 from the western side
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of the Atchafalaya River Channel out to Eugene Island to the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay, not to include Southwest Pass at 
Marsh Island south of a line drawn from the following points:

The western side of Southwest Pass at its northwestern point 
to the Green Light Channel Marker Number 9, at latitude 29°36,58n 
longitude 92o00,21M, thence northeast to Green Light Channel Marker 
Number 1, at latitude 29037,34M longitude 91°59'36", thence 
southeast to the eastern side of Big Charles Bayou, at latitude 
29°36'54" longitude 9l°59'00", thence southwesterly to the western 
shore of Big Charles Bayou, at latitude 29°36/50" longitude 
91°59,12u .

This rule shall be in effect for the remainder of the 1994 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
rule previously enacted placed a hardship on those local fishermen 
who traditionally fished in the deeper portions of Southwest Pass 
which extends into Vermilion Bay. Additionally the former closure 
restricted vessel traffic in Southwest Pass, in effect creating a 
safety problem and hazard to navigation.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

A report on the Public Dove Hunting Program began with Mr. 
Mike Olinde stating over the last decade, approximately 40 percent 
of the dove hunters were lost because of lack of opportunity and 
places to hunt. With this in mind, land to lease that had doves on 
was looked into and the thrust of the program was aimed toward the 
September dove season. Six fields were leased which accommodated 
about 400 hunters and it averaged over four birds per person. 
There was an attempt to get two fields in the Welsh area for the 
October hunt. Mr. Olinde felt the program was a tremendous success 
and thanked several Department employees. Commissioner Jones 
stated this was a very good program because it was an introductory, 
sport to hunting. He requested seemgznore preparation on the 
Wildlife Management Areas for migratory birds.

Mr. Robert Helm gave an update on the Teal season. 
Expectations were high for the season because of the successful 
breeding season. However, during the three day September survey 
before the season, the results of the blue-winged teal were down 
from the five year average. Two days prior to the season, weather 
conditions improved habitat and increased the number of teal in 
Louisiana. Harvest information has been good, and it was felt 
there were more hunters out because of the pleasant hunting 
conditions. Overall, the season was successful and enjoyable and 
Mr. Helm hoped for a successful regular season.
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A Squirrel Season Report was presented by Mr. Tommy Prickett. 
The opening for squirrel season was hot and windy the first day and 
then rainy, hot and muggy the second day and *6£feh=stt©h/~successwas 
not that good. Hunters checked from the Wildlife Management Areas 
showed 5,194 hunters bagged 6,751 squirrels. Mr. Prickett hoped 
the conditions would improve and harvest would go up.

Mr. Prickett then announced that the dove hunting program 
generated approximately $2,700 with the cash outlay being $3,700.

A Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting was presented by Mr. Dave Morrison. An omission occurred 
on page 8 of the pamphlet. Area 3 of Rapides Parish should show—-- 
the same either sex days as Area 2. A green pocketr/Tiunting 
pamphlet was provided for the first time this year. Commissioner 
Jones asked about transportation tags. Then he asked who 
determined who places advertisements in the hunting pamphlets and 
if it was opened up to gambling, why exclude certain other items?

Mr. Bob Love began the Land Acquisition Announcement by giving 
a brief history on forested wildlife. This program began in 1911 
with the establishment of State Wildlife Refuge and has continued 
since. The announcement for today was the acquiring of General 
Motors Fisher Lumber Company Tract in Tensas Parish. The 
Department tried to acquire this tract of land back in 1960 and the 
owners were not interested. In 1980 and 1990, negotiations were 
again tried but in 1992 negotiations began which brings us to a 
fully executed contract to purchase the land. The title work, 
surveys, environmental audits and the appraisal was*being done now. 
The land is comprised of 13,978 acres with a base purchase price of 
$12,175,000 which equaled to $650 for the farm land and $270 per 
acre for the timber land. The Department felt the acquisition 
would help in meeting the objectives for the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan, restoration of the black bear and many 
other activities. The closing was anticipated to occur in December 
1994. Commissioner Hanchey asked if the Department acquired any 
mineral rights with the tract of land. Commissioner Jones 
complimented the Department for acquiring land that would be 
available for the general public's use. He felt the land would 
have the potential for a great WMA as well as a revenue producer 
for the state.

Commissioner Jones asked Mr. Bob Dennie to explain the 
procedure for placing advertisements in the hunting pamphlet. Mr. 
Dennie stated he asked that political advertisements, alcohol, 
tobacco or massage parlors not be advertised in the pamphlet when 
the contract was established. He also noted there were no gambling 
casinos open in our state at that time. Mr. Maurice Cockerham 
stated, in three years, there has only been one objection to the 
gambling advertisements, and one objection to the coupons. 
Secretary Herring stated the gambling advertisements were the last 
resort in having the pamphlet paid for without the Department
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carrying the full burden. Commissioner Mialjevich asked how much 
money did the Department have to put out for the pamphlet and if 
the advertisements were opened up to those not allowed now, would 
it pay for the pamphlet completely.

Ratification of a Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians was the 
first item by Mr. Johnnie Tarver. The Notice of Intent was 
published January 20, 1994 in the State Register. Three or four 
written comments were received objecting to the $104 Commercial 
Dealer's License. The Reptile and Amphibian Task Force does not 
recommend legislation allowing hobbyist to operate without the 
proper licenses. Commissioner Jones made a motion to accept the 
Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians. It was seconded by Commissioner 
Mialjevich and passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby establish regulations which govern 
the collection, captive maintenance, research and management of 
native and certain exotic species of reptiles and amphibians. The 
reptile and amphibian harvest program is sustainable and in keeping 
with wise wildlife management techniques based upon scientific 
research and evidence.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XV. Reptiles and Amphibians 

Chapter 1. Guidelines
§101, Recreational and Commercial Harvests; Prohibitions

A. Purpose. These regulations are to govern the collection, 
captive maintenance, research and management of native and certain 
exotic species of reptiles and amphibians. Consistent with the 
constitutional authority and legislative mandates,, the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Louisiana Reptile and Amphibian Task 
Force support the following guidelines, principles and regulations 
for collectors, buyers/ dealers and scientists handling native 
species of reptiles and amphibians.

B. General Considerations
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1. The living conditions of animals held in captivity 
at field sites should be appropriate for that species and 
contribute to their health and well-being. The housing, feeding, 
and nonmedical care of the animals will be directed by a person 
trained and experienced in proper care, handling, and use of the 
species being maintained. Mixed housing is also appropriate for 
holding or displaying certain species.

2. Individuals of endangered or threatened taxa should 
neither be removed from the wild (except in collaboration with 
conservation efforts), nor imported or exported, except in 
compliance with applicable regulations.

3. Removal from the wild of potentially tending 
individuals of species known to tend nests should, as a general 
principle, be avoided during the nesting season unless justified 
for scientific reasons.

C. Collecting

1. Live-capture techniques should prevent or minimize 
damage to the animal.

2. Traps should be checked at least daily when weather 
conditions threaten survival of trapped animals. Investigators 
must make every effort to prevent trap deaths from exposure, 
drowning, cardiogenic shock, or capture myopathy.

3. Collecting should always be conducted so as to leave 
habitat as undisturbed as possible. Permanent removal of more than 
50 percent of the animals from any breeding or hibernation 
aggregation should be avoided unless justified in writing for 
scientific reasons by the investigator. Similarly, relative large 
collections of gravid females from any populations for destructive 
sampling should be avoided unless justified for scientific reasons.

D. Methods of Collection (56:632.6)

1. The use of gasoline, chemicals, or other volatile 
substances to flush reptiles and amphibians from natural hiding 
places, nests, or dens is prohibited.

2. The destruction of natural habitats is prohibited. 
All logs, rocks, stumps, and other natural objects may be turned 
over or moved, but they must be replaced in their original position 
upon completion of the collector's inspection.

3. Any trap or other device designed to capture 
reptiles or amphibians, which remains in the field unattended, must 
bear a tag with the name, address, and license number of the 
collector. All such devices must be checked every 24 hours or they 
must be rendered unworkable during periods of nonuse.
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E. Restraint and Handling

1. General Principles. The decision to use physical or 
chemical restraint of wild amphibians or reptiles should be based 
upon knowledge of behavior of the animals, and availability of 
facilities. Collectors and dealers should determine and use the 
least amount of restraint necessary to do the job in a humane 
manner. Because amphibians or reptiles, especially venomous 
species (including those with toxic skin secretions), may be 
capable of inflicting serious injury either on themselves or those 
handling them, some form of restraint often is prudent. Species 
should not be confined with other species (other than food prey) 
that they may injure. The well-being of the captive animal is of 
paramount importance; improper restraint, especially of frightened 
animals, can lead to major physiological disturbances that can 
result in deleterious or even fatal consequences.

2. Animals are best handled quietly and with the 
minimum personnel necessary. Darkened conditions tend to alleviate 
stress and quiet the animals and are recommended whenever 
appropriate. When handling large reptiles, netting or maneuvering 
or dropping them into a bag via hook, tongs, etc., is preferable 
inasmuch as they may suffer disproportionately great damage while 
struggling.

F. Housing and Maintenance

1. Normal field maintenance should incorporate, as far 
as possible, those aspects of natural habitat deemed important to 
the survival and well-being of the animal. Adequacy of maintenance 
can be judged, relative to the natural environment, by monitoring 
a combination of factors such as changes in growth and weight, 
survival rates, breeding success, activity levels, general 
behavior, and appearance. Consideration should be given to 
providing an environment that includes features such as natural 
materials, refuges, perches, and water baths. Natural foods should 
be duplicated as closely as possible, as should natural light, 
moisture, and temperature conditions unless alterations of these 
are factors under investigation.

2. Frequency of cage cleaning should represent a 
compromise between the level of cleanliness necessary to prevent 
disease, and the amount of stress imposed by frequent handling and 
exposure to unfamiliar surroundings and bedding.

G. Turtle Rules and Regulations

1. Turtle Trap - Any device constructed with horizontal 
funnel entrances not positioned in tandem, or opening on the upper 
surface, with or without attractants, with openings in the upper 
surface to allow constant functional breathing of any air-breathing
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captured specimens, designed to attract and/or capture turtles in 
aquatic habitats,

a. Each trap or device shall be clearly marked as
"TURTLE TRAP".

b. Trap or device placement in the water column 
shall provide continuous breathing opportunities for the captured 
specimens by having openings in the upper surface to allow 
functional breathing of the captured specimens.

c. All fish and/or other non-target species other 
than watersnakes and salamanders (e.g., amphiumas) shall be 
released into the wild upon discovery or within 24 hours, whichever 
comes first.

d. Possession of finfish in the field while 
engaging in the commercial turtle trapping operations shall be 
prohibited.

e. A Reptile and Amphibian Collector's License is 
required to sell turtles or other reptiles and/or amphibians 
captured with legal commercial fishing gear or by other legal 
methods.

2. Alligator Snapping Turtle CMacroclemys temmincki)

a. Size Limit

i. Commercial take: all turtles shall be 15 
inches carapace length or greater (all turtles less than 15 inches 
shall be released at the time of capture).

(a) Reptile and Amphibian Collector's 
License is required as provided in 56:632.4 ($25).

(b) Holder of a collector's license shall 
not possess turtles less than 15 inches carapace length by claiming 
provisions of G.2.a .ii.

(c) Carapace length measures the straight 
line distance along the midline of the carapace.

ii. Recreational take: no size limit. Basic
recreational fishing license is required as provided in 56:632.1.

iii. Reptile and Amphibian Wholesale/Retail 
Dealer's License is required as provided in 56:632.5.

(a) Mandatory records include weights and 
carapace length measurements recorded by Reptile and Amphibian
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Wholesale/Retail Dealer at the time of purchase; to be available 
for department inspection upon demand.

(b) Size restriction and measuring 
equipment effective for a three year period (January 1, 1995 -
December 31, 1998) ; following that period an evaluation of size 
limit shall be evaluated by the department.

b. Possession Limit

person.

taken.

i. Recreational take: four per day per

ii. Commercial take: no limit on numbers

H. Green Anole Rule. It shall be illegal to sell or 
purchase any Green Anole fAnolis carolinesis) with a snout-vent 
length of less than 1 3/4 inches or an overall length of less than 
5 (five) inches with the tail intact.

I. Checklist of native or established amphibians and 
reptiles of Louisiana as listed by Dundee and Rossman, 1989, The 
Amphibians and Reptiles of Louisiana. LSU Press.

1. Salamanders
Spotted Salamander fAmbvstoma maculatum)
Marbled Salamander (Ambystgma ooacum)
Mole Salamander CAmbystoma talooideum) 
Small-mouthed Salamander CAmbvstoma texanum) 
Eastern Tiger Salamander (Ambvstoma tiarinum

tiarinum)
Two-toed Amphiuma (Amphiuma means)
Three-toed Amphiuma (Amphiuma tridactvlum)
Spotty Dusky Salamander f Desmoqnathus fuscus

cpnanti)
Southern Dusky Salamander (Desmoqnathus auriculatus) 
Southern Two-lined Salamander (Eurvcea cirrigera) 
Three-lined Salamander (Eurvcea lonaicauda

quttolineata)
Dwarf Salamander (Eurycea auadridigitata)
Four-toed Salamander (Hemidactvlium scutatum)
Slimy Salamanders (Plethodon alutinosus complex)* 
Southern Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon serratus) 
Webster's Salamander (Plethodon websteri)
Gulf Coast Mud Salamander (Pseudotriton montanus

flavissimus)
Southern Red Salamander (Pseudotriton ruber vioscai) 
Gulf Coast Waterdog (Necturus beyeri)
Red River Waterdog (Necturus maculosus

louisianensis)
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Central Newt fNotophthalmus viridescens
louisianensis)

Western Lesser Siren (Siren intermedia netting!) 
*Plethodon qlutinosus includes mississippi and P̂ . kisatchie
which can be distinguished only by biochemical methods.

2. Toads and Frogs
Dwarf American Toad (Bufg americanus charlesmithi) 
Oak Toad (Bufg guercicus)
Southern Toad (Bufg terrestris)
Gulf Coast Toad (Bufg valllceos)
Fowler's Toad (Bufg woodhousii fowleri)
Northern Cricket Frog (Acris crepitans crepitans) 
Southern Cricket Frog (Acris arvllus arvllus) 
Bird-voiced Treefrog (Hvla avivoca)
Cope's Gray Treefrog (Hvla chrvsoscelis)
Greater Gray Treefrog (Hvla versicolor)
Green Treefrog (Hvla cinerea)
Northern Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer crucifer) 
Pine Woods Treefrog (Hvla femoralis)
Barking Treefrog (Hvla aratiosa)
Squirrel Treefrog (Hyla sauirella)
Ornate Chorus Frog (Pseudacris ornata)
Strecker's Chorus Frog (Pseudacris streckeri) 
Upland Chorus Frog (Pseudacris triseriata feriarum) 
Greenhouse Frog (Eleutherodactvlus planirostri) 

established exotic
Eastern Narrow-mouthed Frog (Gastrophrvne

carolinensis)
Eastern Spadefoot (Scaohioous holbrookii holbrookii) 
Hurter's Spadefoot (Scaohioous holbrookii hurterii) 
Southern Crawfish Frog (Rana areolata areolata) 
Dusky Gopher Frog (Rana areolata sevosa)
Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana)
Bronze Frog (Rana clamitans clamitans)
Pig Frog (Rana grylio)
Pickerel Frog (Rana palustris)
Southern Leopard Frog (Rana sohenoceohala)

3 .

serpentina)

reticularia)

miaria)

ouachitensis)

Turtles
Common Snapping Turtle (Chelvdra serpentina

Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macroclemvs temminckii) 
Southern Painted Turtle (Chrvsemvs picta dorsalis) 
Eastern Chicken Turtle (Deirochelvs reticularia

Western Chicken Turtle (Deirochelvs reticularia

Mississippi Map Turtle (Graotemvs kohnii)
Ringed Map Turtle (Graotemvs oculifera)
Ouachita Map Turtle (Graotemvs pseudoaeoaraohica
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sabinensis)
Sabine Map Turtle fGraptemvs pseudoqeoqraphica

Alabama Map Turtle (Graptemvs pulchra)
Mississippi Diamondback Terrapin fMalaclemys 

terrapin pileata)
River Cooter (Pseudemvs concinna complex)
Florida Cooter fPseudemvs floridana complex)
Gulf Coast Box Turtle (Terrapene Carolina major) 
Three-toed Box Turtle CTerraoene Carolina triunguis) 
Ornate Box Turtle (Terrapene ornata ornata) 
Red-eared Slider (Trachemvs scriota elegans) 
Mississippi Mud Turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum

hiooocreois)
Razor-backed Musk Turtle (Sternotherus carinatus) 
Stripe-necked Musk Turtle fSternotherus minor

peltifer)
Stinkpot (Sternotherus pdpratus)
Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus)
Midland Smooth Softshell (Apalpne mutica mutica) 
Gulf Coast Smooth Softshell (Apalpne mutica calyata) 
Gulf Coast Spiny Softshell (Apalpne spinifera

aspera)
Pallid Spiny Softshell (Apalpne spinifera pallida)

4. Lizards
Eastern Slender Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus attenuatus

lonaicaudus)
Western Slender Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus attenuatus

attenuatus)
Eastern Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus ventralis) 
Mediterranean Gecko (Hemidactvlus turcicus turcicus) 

established exotic
Green Anole (Anolis carolinensis)
Southern Fence Lizard (Scelooorus undulatus

undulatus)
Northern Fence Lizard (Scelooorus undulatus

hyacinthinus)
Southern Coal Skink (Eumeces anthracinus pluvialis) 
Five-lined Skink (Eumeces fasciatus)
Southeastern Five-lined Skink (Eumeces inexpectatus) 
Broad-headed Skink (Eumeces laticeps)
Southern Prairie Skink (Eumeces septentrionalis

obtusirostris)
Ground Skink (Scincella lateralis)
Six-lined Racerunner (Cnemidoohorus sexlineatus

sexlineatus)

5. Snakes
Midwest Worm Snake (Carphpphis amoenus helenae) 
Western Worm Snake (Carphpphis amoenus vermis) 
Northern Scarlet Snake (Cemoohora coccinea cppei) 
Buttermilk Racer (Coluber constrictor anthicus)

16



flaviventris) 

stictoaenvs)

calligaster)

rhombomaculata)

amaura)

elapsoides)

flavigaster)

transversal

confluens)

rhgmbifer)

ruthveni)

sinicolal

obscura)

Black-masked Racer (Coluber constrictor latrunculusl 
Tan Racer (Coluber constrictor etheridgei)
Eastern Yellow-bellied Racer (Coluber constrictor

Southern Black Racer (Coluber constrictor priapus) 
Mississippi Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus

Great Plains Rat Snake (Elaphe guttata emorvi)
Corn Snake (Elaphe guttata guttata)
Black Rat Snake (Elaphe obsolete obsolete)
Texas Rat Snake (Elaphe obsolete lindheimeri) 
Western Mud Snake (Farancia abacura reinwardtii) 
Rainbow Snake (Farancia erytrooramma ervtrogramma) 
Eastern Hognose Snake (Heterodon platvrhinos) 
Prairie Kingsnake (Lamoropeltis callioaster

Mole Kingsnake (Lamoropeltis callioaster

Speckled Kingsnake (Lamoropeltis getulus holbrooki) 
Louisiana Milk Snake (Lamoropeltis triangulum

Scarlet Kingsnake (Lamoropeltis triangulum

Eastern Coachwhip (Masticoohis flagellum flagellum) 
Gulf Salt Marsh Snake (Nerodia clarkii clarkii) 
Western Green Water Snake (Nerodia cvclooion) 
Yellow-bellied Water Snake (Nerodia ervthrogaster

Blotched Water Snake (Nerodia ervthrogaster

Broad-banded Water Snake (Nerodia fasciata

Diamond-backed Water Snake (Nerodia rhomobifer

Midland Water Snake (Nerodia sioedon pleuralis) 
Rough Green Snake (Ooheodrvs aestivus)
Black Pine Snake (Pituoohis melanoleucus lodingi) 
Louisiana Pine Snake (Pituoohis melanoleucus
Graham's Crayfish Snake (Regina grahamii)
Delta Glossy Crayfish Snake (Regina rigida deltas) 
Western Glossy Crayfish Snake (Regina rigida

Pine Woods Snake (Rhadinaea flavilata)
Marsh Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi limnetes)
Texas Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi texana)
Midland Brown Snake (Storeria dekayi wrightorum) 
Florida Red-bellied Snake (Storeria occioitomaculata

Southeastern Crowned Snake (Tantilla coronata) 
Flat-headed Snake (Tantilla gracilis)
Western Ribbon Snake (Thamnoohis proximus proximus)
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orarius)
Gulf Coast Ribbon Snake (Thamnoohis oroximus

elegans)

contortrix)

leucostoma)

adamanteus)

atricaudatus)

streckeri)

Eastern Ribbon Snake (Thainnophis sauritus sauritus) 
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis) 
Rough Earth Snake (Virginia striatula)
Western Smooth Earth Snake (Virginia Valerias

Eastern Coral Snake (Micrurus fulvius fulvius) 
Texas Coral Snake (Micrurus fulvius tenere) 
Southern Copperhead (Aokistrodon contortrix

Western Cottonmouth (Aokistrodon 

Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake 

Canebrake Rattlesnake (Crgtalus

piscivorus

(Crgtalus

horridus

Western Pygmy Rattlesnake (Sistrurus miliarius

6. Alligator
American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis)

J. Restricted Amphibians and Reptiles

1. The species listed below are deemed to be especially 
sensitive to overcollection in the state of Louisiana because of 
low population levels and/or limited ranges (according to Dundee 
and Rossman, 1989, The Amphibians and Reptiles of Louisiana. LSU 
Press, and any pertinent subsequent scientific literature). 
Collection of these species from the wild in Louisiana for 
commercial or personal purposes is hereby prohibited. Scientific 
collecting of these species will be allowed by permit under the 
following conditions:

a. one voucher specimen of these species per site 
may be collected to document range extensions or confirm the 
current occurrence of a species suspected to have been extirpated 
at a site (i.e. not collected in the past 20 years); collecting 
more than one specimen of these species shall require written 
justification submitted to and approved by Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, the approved number then being indicated on the 
permit;

b. up to five individuals of these species found 
dead may be salvaged;

c. any number of individuals of these species may 
be captured, processed (i.e. measured, marked, tissue samples taken 
by means deemed acceptable by Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
etc.) and released alive where originally found as part of a 
legitimate scientific study.
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2. As more information concerning the status of these 
and other amphibians and reptiles becomes available, species may be 
removed from or added to this list.

3. List of Restricted Amphibians and Reptiles 
Ambystoma ticrrinum - tiger salamander 
Plethodon serratus - southern red-backed salamander 
Plethodon websteri - Webster's salamander 
Pseudotriton montanus - mud salamander 
Pseudotriton ruber - red salamander

4. List of Threatened or Endangered Amphibians and 
Reptiles. In addition to those listed above, the following species 
are listed as threatened or endangered in Louisiana (LAC 76:1.317) 
and may not be collected.

Chelonia mvdas - green sea turtle 
Eretmochelvs imbricata - hawksbill sea turtle 
Leoidochelvs kempii - Kemp's ridley sea turtle 
Dermochelvs coriacea - leatherback sea turtle 
Caretta caretta - loggerhead sea turtle 
Gopherus Polyphemus - gopher tortoise 
Graptemvs oculifera - ringed sawback turtle

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:632.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 20: (October 
1994) .

John F. 11 Jeff11 Schneider 
Chairman

Mr. Johnnie Tarver then presented a Notice of Intent for State 
Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges Regulations. This Notice of 
Intent was to establish visitor regulations. Paul J. Rainey Refuge 
was donated"'feaSk in the 1920's , represents approximately 30,000 
acres in Vermilion Parish and was set aside strictly for fish and 
wildlife resources. Adjacent to Rainey Refuge is State Wildlife 
which already has Enforcement Agents that could patrol both 
refuges. in order for someone to visit Paul J. Rainey Refuge, they 
have to first obtain permission from the Audubon Society stated Mr. 
Tarver. Then he introduced Mr. Lonny Leger and Mr. Frosty Anderson 
from the Refuge tract. Commissioner Vujnovich made a motion to 
accept the Notice of Intent and was seconded by Commissioner 
Mialjevich. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
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Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
expresses its intent to adopt a rule establishing visitor 
regulations for State Wildlife Refuge and Paul J. Rainey Refuge of 
the National Audubon Society.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries 

Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commissions 

§323. State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges

A. Visitor Regulations for State Wildlife Refuge

1. Use of the refuge will be allowed from official 
sunrise to official sunset. This includes access routes through 
the refuge.

2. Overnight camping is prohibited.

3. Hunting, pursuing, killing, molesting or
intentionally disturbing any type of wildlife by the public is 
prohibited. This does not prohibit the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries from carrying out harvest programs for certain types of 
wildlife as specified in the Deed of Donation.

4. Commercial and recreational trawling on the refuge 
is prohibited. Recreational trotlines, jug lines, trammel nets, 
gill nets, hoop nets and fish and crab traps are prohibited. All 
commercial fishing and use of any commercial fishing gear on the 
refuge is prohibited. Twenty-five pounds of shrimp (heads on) per 
boat or vehicle per day is allowed during the inside open shrimp 
season as established by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. 
Ten pounds of shrimp (heads on) for bait purposes may be caught 
during the closed season. Shrimp may be harvested only by cast net 
on the refuge and only for sport fishing or home consumption use. 
Containers are required to receive cast net catches to prevent 
littering and for safety purposes.

5. Crawfish may be harvested from the open portion of 
the refuge and 100 pounds per boat or vehicle is allowed per day. 
Set nets may be used but must be attended and removed from the 
refuge daily. No commercial harvest is allowed.

6. Crabs may be harvested from the open portion of the 
refuge; and 12 dozen crabs are allowed per boat or vehicle per day.
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A maximum of 12 crab nets are allowed per boat or vehicle. No 
commercial harvest is allowed.

7. Oysters may be harvested by tonging (properly 
licensed) or by hand collection from the natural reefs. One gallon 
per boat or vehicle per day is allowed and oysters must be opened 
at the reef and the shells returned to the reef. Taking of oysters 
on the reef is dependent upon Department of Health and Hospitals' 
approval and may be closed at any time by the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

8. The burning of the marsh by the public is 
prohibited. Water control structures shall not be tampered with or 
altered by anyone other than employees of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

9. Bringing firearms, bows and arrows, liquor and 
controlled dangerous substances (drugs) onto the refuge is 
prohibited. Personal companion animals (eg. dogs) are restricted 
to boats or vehicles unless prior approval is obtained from the 
refuge supervisor. Upon probable cause a violation has occurred, 
all boats and vehicles are subject to search by all authorized 
employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

10. Speed boat racing, air boats, hover craft, jet skis, 
and water skiing is prohibited. All boat traffic shall honor no 
wake zones and shall keep wave wash to a minimum. Pulling boats 
over or around levees, dams or water control structures is 
prohibited. The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may further 
restrict specified areas of the refuge from public access or use.

11. No litter is allowed. Visitors must remove their 
litter or place litter in appropriate litter disposal sites. 
Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs and wild plants without prior 
approval is prohibited.

12. Commercial fishing gear or trawls shall not be 
permitted in possession while participating in sport fishing on the 
refuge. Commercial fishing gear may be in possession for non-stop 
access directly across refuge or for safe harbor only.

13. Department officials and enforcement officers shall 
have the duty and the right to restrict access to the refuge, even 
for the purpose herein enumerated, whenever the circumstances exist 
that such access may impair the primary purpose of the refuge as a 
wildlife refuge and sanctuary.

14. Violation of any part of this subsection constitutes 
a class two violation.

B. Visitor Regulations for Paul J. Rainey Refuge of the 
National Audubon Society

21



t

1. All visitors must be accompanied by a representative 
of the National Audubon Society.

2. Trespassing, hunting, pursuing, killing, molesting, 
fishing or intentionally disturbing any type of wildlife by the 
public is prohibited. This does not prohibit the National Audubon 
Society from carrying out harvest programs for certain types of 
wildlife as specified in the Deed of Donation.

3. Possessing firearms, bows and arrows, liquor and 
controlled dangerous substances (drugs) on the refuge is 
prohibited.

4. Upon probable cause a violation has occurred, all 
boats and vehicles are subject to search by all authorized 
employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

5. Department officials and enforcement officers shall 
have the duty and the right to restrict access to the refuge, even 
for the purpose herein enumerated, whenever the circumstances exist 
that such access may impair the primary purpose of the refuge as a 
wildlife refuge and sanctuary.

6. Violation of any part of this subsection constitutes 
a class two violation.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6 et
seq. and R.S. 56:763.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
rule to Johnnie Tarver, Administrator, Fur & Refuge Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 28, 1994.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

Rule Ratification for Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition was 
presented by Mr. Bennie Fontenot. This would prohibit gill and 
trammel nets in a portion of Bayou DeSiard bounded on the north by 
U.S. Highway 165 and on the south by Shorty Payne Road. An aquatic , 
vegetation problem occurs in that portion of the Bayou and the-ir 'rr7^A<- 
was an effort to stock Triploid Grass Carp in that portion. 
Chairman Schneider asked Mr. Fontenot to read the Rule for the 
record. Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Rule and 
was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. It passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

22



t

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 
the following rule prohibiting the use of gill nets and trammel 
nets in the upper end of Bayou DeSiard located in Ouachita Parish.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§173. Netting Prohibition - Bayou DeSiard

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby prohibits the use 
of gill nets and trammel nets in that portion of Bayou DeSiard, 
Ouachita Parish, bounded on the north by U.S. Highway 165 near 
Sterlington, and on the south by Shorty Payne Road near Black 
Bayou.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:22(B).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 20: (October 
1994) .

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency to continue Net Ban During Lake 
Drawdown was also presented by Mr. Bennie Fontenot. The final Rule 
would not be presented until the November Commission Meeting, and 
this Declaration of Emergency was needed to cover the timeprame 
until publication of the final Rule. The Emergency * Rule 
automatically closes an impoundment to netting when being drawn 
down for management purposes. Commissioner Jones asked how long 
would the drawdown last on a lake in north Louisiana? Chairman 
Schneider asked Mr. Puckett if the Declaration of Emergency should 
be read into the record. Commissioner Jones made a motion to _ ZX—  
accept the Emergency Rule£}was seconded by Commissioner Mialjevich 
and unanimously passed. ”

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), 
the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 
56:22 (B) , the wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to
protect fish populations in freshwater impoundments during water 
drawdown periods, does hereby enact the following rule:

All freshwater impoundments shall be closed to use of 
commercial fish netting during water drawdown periods, unless 
otherwise specified by the Department based upon biological and 
technical data ? the closure to begin on the date the drawdown 
control structure is opened and continued until the lake returns to 
full pool following closure of the structure.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate protection 
to fish populations in impoundments that are presently, or soon 
will be in the drawdown condition.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

Mr. Farhad Miami made the Announcement of the Successful 
Bidder of the Wildlife & Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program. 
He gave a brief history of the program. The card would provide a 
portion of the proceeds from monthly transactions by those that 
hold the card to the Department. Local newspapers, 26 banks and 
institutions received announcements with bid packages being sent to 
those interested parties that requested them. Three bids were 
received by the deadline date of August 31, 1994. Four major
criteria were established in order to rank their strengths in each 
criteria. Kessler Financial Services of Boston, Massachusetts was 
awarded the bid since it provided the best package of compensation 
to the Department and potential card holders. Commissioner 
Mialjevich asked iflatter five years, would the Department receive 
any royalties.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for September was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were 
issued during the month of September.

Region I - Minden - 52 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 79 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 81 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 44 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 82 citations.
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Region VI - Opelousas - 188 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 107 citations,

Region VIII - New Orleans - 347 citations. Commissioner
Mialjevich asked what was license fraud?

Region IX - Thibodaux - 227 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 80 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 64 citations.

Offshore Boats (SWEP) - 37 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
September was 1,256. Commissioner Mialjevich asked if the 60 sacks 
of oysters thrown back into water went into the fishing ground or 
over the bridge?

Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update for the month of 
September was provided by Mrs. Janis Landry. During September, 34 
cases were assessed for a value of $14,614 and payment was received 
on 26 cases which totaled approximately $4,938. Then she explained 
what other duties were performed regarding Civil Restitutions. 
Chairman Schneider asked if the attorney has taken any legal steps 
on any of the old cases.

The Secretary's Report to the Commission was given by 
Secretary Herring. Two big events occurred during September for 
the Department. The first, which was already discussed, was 
Becoming an Outdoors Woman. The second was National Hunting and 
Fishing Day and was well attended. The cities of Baton Rouge, 
Plaquemine, Natchitoches, Monroe and Minden held this event. This 
event has a lot of activities and exhibits. He then thanked Mr. 
John Medica for coordinating the activity for the Baton Rouge area.

Hunter Education, Handicapped Hunter, Bowhunter, Let's Go 
Fishing Program, Project WILD held ;a total of 21 classes during 
September with 4,096 students.

Mr. Johnnie Tarver attended a meeting in Toronto, Canada with 
delegates from Canada and Russia on the fur industry and trapping 
procedures. Mr. Greg Linscombe was in Belgium representing 
Congressman John Breaux to discuss the European Union fur trade.

. Preliminary counts on the alligator season showed a good 
season. An approximate $40 per foot was received on seven foot 
hides from these alligators.
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The Aquatic Plant Section sprayed 4,498 acres of water 
hyacinths by boat. Also, they cleaned up and repaired 25 boat 
ramps in 25 parishes.

The Inland Fisheries Section stocked 13 areas with 280,800 
fingerling channel and blue catfish.

Secretary Herring stated he attended the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies meeting during the month 
and Louisiana was recognized by the Canadian Government for our 
work done on waterfowl. /

A field personnel from the ited River WMA found two deer whose 
horns locked from fighting andfsubsequently died. The Department 
had these deer mounted andlare displayed in the Louisiana Room.

The Commission Meeting for November was to be held in 
Woodworth. Also, dedication of the Environmental Center would 
occur as well as a ground breaking ceremony for the new fish 
hatchery. Commissioner Jones suggested to Chairman Schneider that 
the Secretary give his report at the beginning of the meeting.

Several questions from an unidentified person in the audience 
wars on how the state learned to grow catfish and the art of can 
fishing. While talking about catfish and des Allemands, Chairman 
Schneider decided to take up Commissioner Mialjevich's Declaration 
of Emergency. Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to bring the 
item up again for reconsideration. This was seconded by 
Commissioner Hanchey. Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Hanchey, 
Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Mialjevich voted for the 
motion. Commissioner Mialjevich read the Declaration of Emergency 
and Notice of Intent and stated this was his motion. Commissioner 
Hanchey seconded the motion. Mr. Don Puckett recommended several 
technical changes. One dealt with taking certain words out that 
would require a person handling the catfish to have his permit in 
his possession. Commissioner Jones asked if only one person had to 
have a permit while on a boat? Another change recommended was not 
allowing possession of fish between 8 and 11 inches in boats 
outside of the permitted area. Commissioner Jones asked 
Commissioner Mialjevich if he would include in the criteria someone 
that has previously been convicted of undersized catfish violations 
TTorV allowed to have a permit. Commissioner Mialjevich felt it 
should not be required since they were looking for economic 
information and not setting up a limited entry system. Chairman 
Schneider asked Mr. Puckett if this recommendation by Commissioner 
Jones could be done. Commissioner Jones then made his 
recommendation into a substitute motion to go with the Declaration 
of Emergency. It died for lack of a second. Commissioner Jones 
asked if the information obtained from the permit would actually 
provide economic information or would it falsely create a market 
for these fish? Mr. Niami stated there was a potential to flood 
the market and this may reduce the price and could bias the study.
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Commissioner Mialjevich^ayse^) if you could still not get 
information from the o u t— o/— state dealers. Commissioner Jones 
asked how could the Depa^tmeht make someone report the third monthfe 
catch when the permit would not be renewed? Commissioner 
Mialjevich answered the fishermen have a vested interest to make 
sure all three reports are sent back to the Department. 
Commissioner Jones then recalled that the Inland Fish Division was 
opposed to the permit, the Enforcement Division has also opposed it 
and it would create an economic hardship for the Department. 
Chairman Schneider then opened discussion for public comments.

Mr. Johnny Price, a commercial fisherman, stated he was 
opposed to reducing the size limit from 11 inches to 8 inches. He 
had one question to ask^ why did fishermen from the des Allemands 
area come -into the Mermentau Basin at night aaJd^SoTng illegal 
activities^ He felt also the concept of the fish not growing in 
that area was not true.

Mr. Farhad Miami added the fishermen up to now are required to 
report either the number of fish or quantities. If the permit was 
approved, Mr. Miami requested financial information be provided. 
Commissioner Mialjevich reassured that all the people involved 
would be contacted to make sure the monthly reports contain all the 
necessary information.

Commissioner Hanchey askecLv_where does the money go from the 
sale of the permitl Commissioner Cormier stated he was not voting 
to change the size limit on catfish but was voting for a 90 day 
reduction to gather information for Commissioner Mialjevich's 
study. Commissioner Cormier then moved to the previous question. 
Those voting for the motion were Commissioner Hanchey, Commissioner 
Vujnovich, Commissioner Mialjevich and Commissioner Cormier. 
Opposed were Commissioner Jones and Chairman Schneider. The motion 
passed.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), 
the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 
56:326, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to 
establish a permit area for the taking of channel catfish between 
8" and 11", 8" inclusive, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public welfare exists 
and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule:

27



Channel Catfish —  Lac des Allemands, Lake Salvador, Lake 
Cataouatche, Lake Maurepas, and the western portion of Lake 
Pontchartrain, and associated bayous and streams.

For those persons with a department-issued permit, the minimum 
length on channel catfish, locally called the white, the eel cat, 
or the willow cat, taken or possessed for commercial purposes, 
shall be eight inches (8") minimum length with the mouth closed, in 
the following described area (hereinafter "the permit area"): That 
portion of southeastern Louisiana, containing Lac des Allemands, 
Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lake Maurepas, the western portion 
of Lake Pontchartrain and associated bayous and streams, excluding 
the Mississippi River and Bayou Lafourche, herein described as; 
west and south of the west descending bank of the Mississippi River 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Huey P. Long Bridge; north and west 
of Highway 90 from Huey P. Long Bridge to Causeway Boulevard; west 
of Lake Pontchartrain Causeway from U.S. Highway 90 to Louisiana 
Highway 22; south and east of Louisiana Highway 22 to U.S. Highway 
61 at Sorrento; north of U.S. 61 from Sorrento to Louisiana Highway 
20; east of Louisiana Highway 20 to the east descending bank of 
Bayou Lafourche at Thibodaux; east of the east descending bank of 
Bayou Lafourche to Louisiana Highway 1 at Leeville; east and north 
of Louisiana Highway 1 from Leeville to the Gulf of Mexico; north 
of Gulf of Mexico from Grand Isle to the west descending bank of 
the Mississippi River.

In all other state waterbottoms outside of the permit area, 
all persons are subject to the statutorily prescribed size limits 
for channel catfish set out in R.S. 56:326.A.(7)(b).

The permit shall provide for the following: (1) necessity of 
permit possession at all times while taking or possessing channel 
catfish between the sizes of 8" and 11", 8" inclusive; (2) 
reporting before the tenth of each month on forms approved for the 
purpose the number of channel catfish commercially taken during the 
preceding month and their sizes and other information required by 
the Department; (3) the necessity for all other licenses or permits 
required to commercially fish and land commercially taken channel 
catfish; (4) non-transferability of permit; (5) issuance only to a 
natural person who must be physically present and have in his 
possession the signed original permit at all times that channel 
catfish, subject to the permit, are being taken in the permit area; 
(6) that permittees are specifically prohibited from harvesting or 
possessing channel catfish under 8" within the permit area, subject 
to the immediate revocation of the permit for the first or any 
subsequent violation thereof; (7) that permittees are prohibited 
from possessing channel catfish between the sizes of 8" and 11", 8" 
inclusive, in a boat or on the water outside of the permit area; 
and (8) all channel catfish between the sizes of 8" and 11", 8" 
inclusive, must be landed within the permit area.
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The permits shall be effective only for a period of three 
months beginning Monday, October 17, 1994 and ending January 17, 
1995. The fee for said permit shall be $25 per permit.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate information 
on the catch and sales of under-ll" channel catfish in the 
designated area and to relieve economic hardship on the commercial 
fishermen in the permit area.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider 
Chairman

RESOLUTION

The following actions are to begin immediately and continue 
for a period of one (1) year: (1) the formulation of a Catfish 
Task Force addressing channel catfish; (2) establishment by the 
Department of a catfish management plan for channel and blue 
catfish which would take into account social and economic factors ? 
(3) a social and economic study relative to channel catfish.

The Commissioners voted to hold the February 1995 Meeting on 
Thursday, February 9, 1995 in the Baton Rouge office, beginning at 
10:00 a.m.

Chairman Schneider asked for Public Comments.

Mr. Carl Gremillion requested the ban on goose creeping be 
lifted. Louisiana was the only state to have a ban on goose 
creeping. Mr. Dave Hall stated, in a meeting, that migratory 
violations are down from 60 to 85 percent and felt the hunters 
deserved another chance. Mr. Gremillion felt the Commission should 
not take away his hunting heritage and that there was a need to 
harvest some of the geese. Chairman Schneider asked the pleasure 
of the Commission. Hearing no motions, Commissioner Mialjevich 
stated he would put the item on the next agenda.

Mr. standley Daigle, La. Natural Freshwater Catfish 
Association, asked for a copy of the Declaration of Emergency 
because they felt it was not fair.

Mr. John Powell asked if a market in Lafayette would be able 
to possess 8 inch fish?

There being no further business, Commissioner Mialjevich made 
a motion to Adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich.

Joe L. Herring
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5SION MEETING

Chairman Schneider: O.K. , Tee John, let's move on to Item 7 on the
catfish, since I think that's what most people are here for today.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't know what they are applauding for, but

Chairman Schneider: You're up. Somebody told me you've got it all solved.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, I think I do have a solution. I'm glad I
got involved in this 30 year old conflict. It keeps me up a lot more nights than 
just worrying about turtles and TEDs. Well, when I first decided to look at this 
I wanted to look at it in a fair and equitable manner to everybody. I made me 
an outline that I wanted to get landing data from the Department; interview fish 
houses, local, state, and out-of-state; interview fishermen; interview 
Enforcement; look at different management approaches and options; get a peer 
review of data and studies; go out with the fishermen; and go over the Department 
data with Bennie. I've accomplished all those goals except two so far. Besides 
that, I went with the uh, the Department's going to do a social/economic study 
on the catfish, on the eel cat. I wish we could expand it to all catfish. LSU 
is going to do a social/economic study on the eel cat and LSU is going to review 
the Department's data. And, I went out with three fishermen, I saw the size of 
catfish they had in des Allemands. I didn't get to go with anyone out-of-state 
within the time limit I was unable to. I held two public hearings as a 
Commissioner. One in des Allemands and I held one in Belle River. I should say 
two very successful meetings. In des Allemands we had about 70 some odd people, 
51 of them got up and spoke. And in Belle River, I believe, they had 50 plus 
people, and 30 some odd got up and spoke. So, it wasn't like at the Commission 
where two or three people get up and speak for shrimp opening. We really had 
good participation. I learned a lot and a good rapport with the people in 
talking back and forth. And, I guess it's all on my shoulder to make a decision. 
Well, I found out a few things. There's a lot of misinformation out there. 
There's a lot of different ways to interpret the biology that the Department has 
also. I'm not saying anything about the biology. I think, you know, they are 
doing a good job. And, there is, very little has been done about an ultimate 
management scheme. I read back in the minutes, in Grand Isle in September, 1989, 
then Commissioner Palmisano, I believe it was, had asked the Department to look 
at a different way to manage the eel catfish; and I also asked as early as 
October, 1993. And it's my personal point of view that instead of the Department 
looking at an alternate way to manage it, all they did was gather data to 
reinforce the management plan they already had. So, I have a solution to that 
coming up, though. I think, in what I saw with talking with a various number of 
people, we are going to get us a catfish management plan and we are going to have 
to get us a catfish task force. Because I found out that with the catfish data 
and information we have, we don't have a stock assessment of the catfish. We 
don't have a virtual population analysis. We don't have an estimation of fishing 
and actual mortality by age group. We don't have a spawning stock biomass of the 
catfish and we don't have a spawning stock biomass by recruitment. Now, if you 
don't have these things, you can't determine the safer upper limits of harvest.
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If you don't know what's out there how are you going to say 50% maturity is what 
you should use or 20% escapement, or any other number. All you are doing is a 
great guesstimate. I think it's time we quit guessing and let's get down to good 
biology, find out these things and let's find out what we can take out the waters 
without damaging the resource. It is a resource for the future generations. 
But, also let's find out how much we can take out to benefit the people. Cause 
every dollar catfish taken out of our waters generates about three dollars in the 
local economy. And, I don't know about ya'll, but I ain't seen no economy, no 
community yet that I went to that's getting rich. They all tell me the fishing's 
going down, they're not making any money. So I think this would be an 
opportunity to try, and not only benefit the fishermen, benefit the fish, and 
benefit the citizens of the State of Louisiana. Also, we need to, look if when 
we had this catfish task force, look into a fishery standards for freshwater. 
We have standards for saltwater. We need fishery standards for freshwater 
commercial fishing. We don't have that at this time. There's a lot of things 
that are lacking. I guess I could talk the rest of the day. But what I would 
like to do is find a final solution to a 30 or 40 year conflict. What I want to 
recommend to the Commission to do, would later on probably be passed on by the 
Legislature and become law, not this session coming up but the session after, if 
they don't handle it at that session, the one after that. Because this is going 
to be the final on eel catfish. And I would like to see it be the final on blue 
catfish, too. Expand the study. We have two very large fisheries. As a matter 
of fact, the blue cat and the eel cat, according to this letter, is about 1.7 
million pounds a year, generating about 800 to 900 thousand dollars a year. I 
think we can't let a fishery like that go without a management plan. And I don't 
think the side that hollers the loudest or gets the most people at a meeting to 
get politics to change the sizes is the right way to go either. Because politics 
only looks at votes. I want to look at the biology with Bennie, and with LSU, 
and I want to look at the social and I want to look at the economic side. I want 
to make a recommendation that we do a 90-day emergency declaration where we allow 
8" harvest of eel catfish in the des Allemands area. I want to also make a 
notice of intent to continue that 90 days to go for one year. In that one year 
we are going to put a catfish task force together. We are going to make a 
catfish management plan. LSU is going to do their social/economic study, so is 
the Department. LSU is going to review the Department's data. The Department 
is going to review their own data and, uh, we already took the rotenone sample 
in September. We are going to take another rotenone sample next September, so 
we can put to rest this thing, if people fish 8" catfish, they ain't going to 
have no more catfish in the world. We are going to settle that question once and 
for all and when we do, if this can pass, my recommendation, the people that's 
going to fish this 8" catfish in the des Allemands area only, that was in that, 
uh. Well, we got the definition of the area, will have to have a special permit 
and it's going to cost $25.00. I'm going to tell you pall, if the people that 
get this $25.00 permit gets caught outside the permit area, I'm going to be there 
the day you go to court. And I'm going to be asking the judge for the maximum 
penalty. So, if we are going to do this right it's going to be fair and 
equitable to everybody, because I don't want people misusing this permit. We are 
going to make it straight for everybody.

Commissioner Jones: What happens if you don't go to court with them?
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, I'll call him up on the phone. But, I
mean, I want this people to know I'm not going through all this time and trouble 
just to have it go to pot.

Commissioner Jones: Well, you made a statement now. You going to live up
to it?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, I will, if I pass a kidney stone like I did
the last time I won't be able to. By the way Mr. Jones, I brought you my stone. 
Let me show it to you. Pass that down.

Chairman Schneider: Are you finished with it?

Commissioner Mialjevich: No sir, not yet. I'm sorry.

Chairman Schneider: Are you finished with it?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh, I'm finished with it. I'm finished with that
stone. You better believe it. I'm finished with that baby. And, there is one 
more thing.

Commissioner Jones: That's one thing I don't want to touch coming from
you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: It will be valuable at some point in time. And,
also, along with the special permit for $25.00, you are going to have to make a 
monthly report. Don't miss it. Because they are going to go get your permit and 
you will be back to fishing 11" catfish. I mean, I'm, I want to be, I told the 
people on both sides at both meetings I'm going to be fair and equitable to 
everybody. Probably both sides are going to be mad at me today, but I don't 
care. I feel this is the best way to solve a 30 year problem. And I am going 
to tell the people from the des Allemands area right now, if LSU and the 
social/economic, and everything works out together one year from now, and this 
thing comes out that eel catfish have to be the size of a whale, you are going 
to be stuck with it. That's it. That's the best I can do. So, that's ray 
presentation. I would like to make a motion that we declare an emergency, a 
declaration of emergency, to allow the, uh, on the special permit, that they can 
fish the 8" catfish in the area that's in the declaration of emergency.

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, can I get you to maybe hold that motion 
until we maybe hear from the Department on your motion.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh sure, no problem.

Chairman Schneider: Could you hold that for me?

Commissioner Mialjevich: No problem. No problem. Cause we need to maybe
get some public comment, or whatever.

Commissioner Jones: Now wait a minute. Let's back up and see exactly what
you are proposing. What you want to do here? You are saying that you want to,
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I mean, I'm looking at a declaration of emergency in our little packet here, #7, 
where you've got Lake Salvador. There is one, two, three, four lakes down there.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Right. That's the same area that was in that
study. If we don't do the same area, we'll be comparing apples and oranges.

Commissioner Jones: Excuse me. All right, now, but didn't you just say
you wanted to open it up in one lake.

Commissioner Mialjevich: No, no. I said in the des Allemands area. I was
referring to this area.

Commissioner Jones: O.K. All right, well, that's, that's, I mean that
needs clarification there, des Allemands is a lake. All right.

Chairman Schneider: So you've really got one, two, three, four lakes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, it's the same study area they did the five
year study on. Its not including anything that wasn't included before.

Chairman Schneider: That's what we have data for Bennie?

Bennie Fontenot: Yes.

Chairman Schneider: O.K.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So we will be comparing apples to apples. That's
all.

Commissioner Cormier: Mr. Herring. Mr. Herring. Going along with the 
report that I read from your office and now this recommendation that Tee John 
has, does that seem feasible and equitable? Could we possibly end this now, if 
we were to do this?

Commissioner Jones: Well, obviously, we are not ending it for another 90 
days according to Tee John.

Commissioner Cormier: But, will it come back? Because in reading your 
report, I think its dated back some years, and it still hasn't been solved. 
Would it be solved as possibly what Tee John is saying on the end of one year 
now? If this report comes back the same as what it says here, 11" or 12", do you 
feel that it could be accomplished with what Tee John is recommending?

Mr. Herring: First, I don't think the biology of the catfish is going to 
change within a year, and information put in this report was something that had 
been collected over a long time and this is what size the catfish matures. So, 
we went along with what size the catfish matures biologically and this is what 
we had put in this report. So, that's what we have to live with. As far as 
finding out anything else, I don't think the catfish is going to change, the 
biology of the catfish, within a year. It's just whatever other data somebody 
else can come up with and what we can come up with. The biology part of it, the
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fish is not going to change. It's just whatever additional information we can 
come up with.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: Yes

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Herring? This may be a question directed to
Inland Fish Division. But, in your report it basically states the Department 
believes the 11 minimum length on channel catfish is the best recommendation it 
can make.

Mr. Herring: That's what we put in there.

Commissioner Jones: Has that changed?

Mr. Herring: No sir, that has not changed.

Commissioner Jones: And is this statement still the same? That the
Department, we do not support an 8" minimum length limit, the smallest legal mesh 
size of the hoop.

Mr. Herring: Biologically, we have

Commissioner Jones: So, that is still the recommendation of the Department
and Inland Fisheries?

Mr. Herring: That would still be the recommendation.

Commissioner Jones: Bennie, I have a question for you concerning, this
proposed wish is that uh, will opening up a catch of 8" catfish be a detriment 
to the eel catfish.

Bennie Fontenot: Yes. I think, the, the

Commissioner Mialjevich: In what way?

Commissioner Jones: Excuse me, I'm asking the questions right now.

Bennie Fontenot: You'll find if you keep harvesting these small fish, real
heavy, that at some point it's going to catch up and your recruitment's going to 
becoming very, very poor in that lake, and just as it showed when we did our 
study. You just can't keep banging fish that hard with a 1" mesh and keeping all 
these fish, that at some point your fisheries is going to start become erratic 
and start crashing. Your not going to make that fish disappear.

Commissioner Jones: Will we even know it in this 90-day frame that he is
talking about?

Bennie Fontenot: No sir.
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Commissioner Jones: I mean, so this will have no biological effect other
than be a detriment, but if it continued on it would have a biological detriment 
to the fish.

Bennie Fontenot: I'm not saying its going to cause a crash in 90 days
either, but, uh, I think

Commissioner Jones: I understand that.

Bennie Fontenot: I think an 11" in that area, just like in the rest of the
state, the fish go the same, its going the same, there's really no difference in 
them, that if there would be some adherence to the 11", you would have plenty 
fish coming into that legal size that would support a stable fisheries year in 
and year out. I also, just to note, listening to the tapes from des Allemands 
and Belle River, they keep saying they have a special market for the little fish. 
That's the problem. They want to sell that little fish to this special market. 
Well, that's true, that's a fact. I'm not disputing that, but the main reason 
they want an 8", actually, they want it no inches but they said they could live 
with an 8, the main reason was they couldn't catch enough fish over 11" or over 
in Lake des Allemands. Well, if you keep hitting fish that hard and keeping 
everything you're going to run out of big fish. You are going to skim them out. 
Then you are going to start with the small fish, catching a lot. Then when you 
something, you're going to be in trouble. You're going to have to move and fish 
somewhere else. But then the fish will come back. It just causes that type of 
situation.

Chairman Schneider: Is that called pulse fishing?

Bennie Fontenot: I guess. You can say pulse. Long pulses?

Chairman Schneider: Would 90 days or one year be long enough to determine
whatever Tee John thinks he wants to determine on this? I understood it could 
be extended to a year, maybe I'm wrong. In other words, you're saying 90 days 
won't give information either way. In your interpretation.

Bennie Fontenot: You'll be gathering data but I don't think we could make
any kind of permanent evaluation or decision on 90 days.

Chairman Schneider: How long would it take?

Bennie Fontenot: Well, I, you, you, when you do a study you need to do, 
I'd say, three years, at least. Which we've done in the past, and I have 
confidence in the work we've done.

Chairman Schneider: Three years?

Bennie Fontenot: Well, it was a five year project. We sampled for three
years.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: Go ahead.
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Commissioner Jones: So, let me clarify my thinking in that it is your 
opinion and the Department's opinion that we should not do this. Is that correct 
Joe?

Mr. Fontenot: Sir, we will...

Secretary Herring: Whatever the Commission decides...

Mr. Fontenot: My recommendation is to keep an 11 inch.

Commissioner Jones: That is what I am, all right and it is also...

Mr. Fontenot: Now if you guys, if ya'll instruct us to do a study on
whatever you want we will certainly abide by it.

Commissioner Jones: All right, I understand, I am asking for what your
recommendation is and that is not, but keep it 11 inches. The other question I 
have is that, if we do this, will this be to the detriment of the resource of the 
catfish?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, if they keep harvesting these little fish, I think it
will be.

Commissioner Jones: All right, so if we vote to do this, it is of ya'11s
opinion that we would be compromising the resource as opposed to being good 
stewards of it.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Commissioner Jones: Okay. So, its the department feel that what Tee
John's request is is compromising the resource, a request to compromise the well 
being of the resource.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Commissioner Jones: All right, thank you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask Mr...

Commissioner Cormier: Hold up, I got something.

Chairman Schneider: Ya'll can all, just one at a time though, go ahead.

Commissioner Cormier: Who first, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Schneider: Let Tee John because he had jumped in early. Go ahead
Tee John.

Commissioner Mialj evich: You know it is one way to say I catch shrimp and 
another way to say I'm catching white shrimp or brown shrimp. I would like you 
to clarify a couple of your answers. First you say that there would be
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recruitment over fishing if they continue to harvest small fish, how long would 
it take if you couldn't see that in one year to see recruitment overfishing?

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, we noticed on the fish populations in that lake
there is a shortage of bigger fish.

Chairman Schneider: At the present time.

Mr. Fontenot: At the present time, yes sir. And, if you keep hitting in
what's there now and keep going into those shorter fish, it will happen.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But you don't have any idea how long, a year, a
hundred years, a million years?

Mr. Fontenot: No, Gary can you help me?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, let's get somebody that knows the biology
up here.

Mr. Fontenot: Now this boy is good in this stuff. He fools with it every 
day. I'm going to admit that I sit probably too much behind the desk.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And not too much in contact with your employees.

Mr. Gary Tilyou: As far as recruitment overfishing, when the project
started, well actually when we started looking at some of the data back in 1981, 
you had no recruitment problems. You had very high numbers of small fish. And 
that continued through about 1984 and even into 1985, 1985 is when we saw the 
changes start to take place. And, just things that were going around is that 
when the Florida people came in and that's when the push for these small fish 
really started. It started in 1986 and continuing through 1987 and we do not 
have any data for '88 or '89. You continued to see a recruitment problem. In 
1990, after approximately 10 months, 9 months of being off, we took another 
rotenone sample and we had the recruits again.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Didn't you have a crash on your graph on landings
or recruitment or something?

Mr. Tilyou: Yes we did.

Commissioner Mialjevich: What did you, what did you target that as, the
reason?

Mr. Tilyou: The main reason was just it went from, let me give you a for
instance so people will know what I am talking about. des Allemands area, this 
is from the National Fisheries Marine Fisheries Service, that indicated I guess 
approximately 350 to 400,000 pounds per year coming out of the des Allemands 
area. In 1989 it went, in 1988 it went to 39,000 pounds and in 1989, it went to 
13,000 pounds.

8



Commissioner Mialjevich: With your rotenone samples during those years,
did you find that the perch and the blue cat and the other fish also declined in 
that lake at the same time as the eel cat?

Mr. Tilyou: Well unfortunately again we don't have '88 and '89 rotenone
data.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well you do have rotenone data for that crash.
I saw the data, I had other people interpret your data and not only the eel cats 
crashed, the other fish crashed also. And the Florida people weren't fishing 
those fish. That's what I mean about the data.

Mr. Tilyou: We don't have '88 and '89, I don't know what they were looking
at exactly.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well how do you, well on the landings, what was
the crash period?

Mr. Tilyou: '88 and '89.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And did they have a rotenone sample problem
before that that there was a lack of juveniles or fish?

Mr. Tilyou: Before '89?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes.

Mr. Tilyou: Yes, in '86 and '87.

Commissioner Mialj evich: And if we would fish every fish in a year class,
would you, would that show down the road in a rotenone sample?

Mr. Tilyou: Sure, it should unless you get mass migration which isn't, we
are getting some migration.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Now wait, everything I've been hearing is that
the fish is staying in des Allemands, not migrating.

Mr. Tilyou: They are staying in the area, they are staying in the area.

Commissioner Mialj evich: There is a lot of conflict in ya' 11s data, that's
why we need this study, to study your data and let ya'll re-evaluate it because 
there is more problems than ya'll can have. The next thing is, in looking at 
ya'11s data, I saw where when they had no size limit, they had more large fish 
in the rotenone sample than when there was a size limit. Can you explain that?

Mr. Tilyou: No. Tee John?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes.

Mr. Tilyou: I can't explain with biology. I understand there was high 
saltwater in those years. It is also my understanding that when you get high
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saltwater in Bayou des Allemands, it pushes fish that normally stays out close 
to the saltwater edge perhaps into the lake.

(
Commissioner Mialjevich: So they should of had an abundance instead of a

)•

Mr. Tilyou: Yes, you should, you should, exactly.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And another thing I want to clear up with Bennie
is, your decision to keep 11 inches is strictly on biology, not on social and not 
on economics. Am I correct? Your recommendation?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Strictly on biology?

Mr. Fontenot: ... protecting the resource.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Strictly on biology?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Now why do you want 11 inch Bennie when in the
minutes of the 198?, let me get it, in Grand Isle, in 1989 when they asked that 
when you came up with this guesstimate of 50 percent minimum length we were 
assured that we would have catfish on past another dinosaur age. You said in 
Lake des Allemands we found that 50 level of maturity with the channel cat was 
at 10 inches. So, why are you wanting an 11 inch catfish?

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, it was 10 inches plus, it wasn't, it was between
10 and 11 and...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well that is not what is in this minutes.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, but when you go on a statewide basis to have a uniform
regulations, the 10 plus was so close to the 11, you know...

Commissioner Mialjevich: At this point let's not talk about uniform
regulations because we are talking about a specific area.

Mr. Fontenot: Well I'm telling you why I did this, you asked me why I said
that. And I said that since it was 10 plus and so close to the state average, 
which had been accepted and working well, we are going with the 11. Its that 
simple.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We don't have uniform regulations for shrimp
openings in that so we could have a different regulation for catfish.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir. But the 10 plus was very close.

Commissioner Mialjevich: If we would have a separate zone for this area,
would you still say for 11 inches or would you go down to 10 inches and would you
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go down to 8 inches for Lake Maurepas being the data showed that, not having 
uniform.

Mr. Fontenot: The data also showed that the fisheries in Maurepas was
totally wiped out and is barely, it's making it's way back now, there is no 
question about it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And what wiped it out?

Mr. Fontenot: I think the Florida fishermen...

Commissioner Mialj evich: Are they able to come back with their wire cages
any more?

Mr. Fontenot: No.

Commissioner Mialjevich: They are illegal, right?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir they sure are.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So we don't have to worry about that problem?

Mr. Fontenot: Well, they can come with 1 inch hoop nets.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well, hey, a meteorite could hit the lake
tomorrow morning and won't have any fish or any people either.

Mr. Fontenot: They will be back, they'll be back.

Commissioner Mialjevich: That's the thing, we are talking about could.
Let's look at some data and that's why I want this study. Let's look at the 
data. And let me ask you a question Mr. Fontenot. How is the Department or this 
LSU going to gather any data on the economic value of catching a fish under 8 
inches in the des Allemands area if the fishery is closed to 8 inch fishery? 
What are they going to do, like I ask you how much shrimp, how much fish under 
11 inches caught and you don't know. We can't get it from Enforcement because 
they don't know, so what are you going to figure it on? You got to have an open 
fishery if you are going to figure it.

Mr. Fontenot: Sir, if I think a study of that magnitude will be detriment 
to the resource, if we are going to do this before we learn, I wouldn't, I 
wouldn't ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: My question is explain to me how you are going
to learn if you don't do it? Find a way for the Economist guy to go and get the 
economics of it if it isn't done.

Mr. Tilyou: We do know what that fish is worth and we do know what that
fish would be worth if we let it grow and we can estimate the potential yield.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Why we always got to estimate and we can't do
anything in reality?
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Mr. Tilyou: Why we have to estimate how much they might bring in each
year?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes. I'm going to tell you what, I'm going to
look over all of ya'lls salaries and I am going to start estimating ya'll check 
every month and see if ya'll

Chairman Schneider: All right, let's hold it down, let's hold it down.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I have one more question. One more question
about this overfishing. In a National Magazine, National Fishing Magazine, Mr. 
Bennie Fontenot was quoted, you're not going to wipe out a fish population, so, 
we are not going to wipe it out if we got a 90 day or a 90 year declaration. It 
can sustain itself with growth overfishing, nothing about juvenile overfishing 
or recruitment overfishing. It can sustain itself with growth overfishing but 
the fish will become smaller and you will harvest less pounds. Is that a true 
statement?

Mr. Fontenot: That's, that's a true statement, but, but, we're at the 50
percent level now. So we're harvesting a very

Commissioner Mialjevich: In des Allemands, you are at 65 percent with 11
inch level.

Mr. Fontenot: No sir.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Fifty percent would be a 10 inch fish in des
Allemands. I got the minutes.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, 10 inch plus, 10 inch plus.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I got the minutes.

Mr. Fontenot: What was it Gary 10 what?

Mr. Tilyou: It's right at 10.

Chairman Schneider: Let me...

Commissioner Mialjevich: I mean, I mean, I'm trying to show the audience
and other Commissioners that even your own interpretation of the data is faulty. 
You not consistent Bennie. You come to my house and you tell me a one inch would 
grade something, you give me a paper and say a one inch net will grade 8.9 inch 
fish. Your people send me a paper say a 7 to 8 inch fish. Ya'll got to get your 
own story together. I'm trying to help ya'll get some good data, some good 
social economic.

Mr. Fontenot: A one inch will grade around, around, around 8 inches.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well you said 8.9 in this paper you sent me.

Mr. Fontenot: I didn't say it, the paper said that...
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Commissioner Mialjevich: You didn't say it, the paper said it.

Mr. Fontenot: Well I'm repeating what the paper said.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh lord.

Chairman Schneider: Let me ask you a question Tee John and Bennie,...

Mr. Fontenot: You know a one inch, this study showed 8.9, that doesn't
mean you won't get 7 or 8 inch fish in a net.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Bennie, do you have a stock assessment of
catfish, eel catfish or any at all?

Mr. Fontenot: Not a stock assessment per se, is what they do in the Gulf
in those open waters. No.

Commissioner Mialjevich: No. That's all I want. Do you have a virtual
population analysis of the catfish?

Mr. Fontenot: Well, we can look at our rotenone data and estimate what's
in that lake at the time...

Commissioner Mialjevich: I'm asking if you got it, not if you are going
to look or intend to look ...

Mr. Fontenot: We have rotenone data on it, yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: You have a virtual population analysis, is it on
a piece of paper we can see right now?

Mr. Fontenot: No, no, we don't.

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right, yes or no. Do you have an estimate
of the fish in their natural mortality by age groups?

Mr. Fontenot: Natural mortality?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, of fishing and natural or, either or by age
groups.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, Gary?

Mr. Tilyou: Well, because of the directive you gave us, I guess it was in 
July or something to have it ready for November, we are working on that.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, if I wouldn't have gave the directive, you
never would have got it? Okay that's enough. Do you have, do you know the 
spawning stock biomass of the catfish, any catfish species?

Mr. Tilyou: No we are not working on that now. We are getting to that.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay, because of my directive. Do we have a 
spawning stock biomass per recruitment?

Mr. Tilyou: No.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Not yet. If I wouldn't have said nothing and 
gave a directive would you have ever worked on this or ya'll would have continued 
to let politics dictate the size of catfish?

Mr. Tilyou: We don't think politics is dictating the size and to say that 
you can manage it different ways is true. I think we sent you a memo saying you 
can manage this fish in different ways.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But that is all, all ya'll do is reinforce your 
statement, 11 inch. You are not looking to manage it another way. You are just 
gathering data to reinforce your position. I don't call that managing another 
way.

Mr. Tilyou: But we are now because of the ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: But what I'm proposing will look at ultimate
management plans. What I'm proposing will get this data that we need to make a 
decision on the safe harvest of catfish and yet ya'll are saying ya'll are 
against, I want to know if you are against my plan to look into this indepth and 
make it work and find a final solution. Or are ya'll just going to stick to I 
want an 11 inch, I don't care, which is it going to be?

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, we'll, we'll do more studies if that is what I am
directed to do.

Commissioner Mialjevich: No, Mr. Joe Herring said in a letter on September
22, that was sent out to the Chairman, the Department believes the 11 inch 
minimum length on channel catfish is the best recommendation it could make.

Mr. Fontenot: That's correct.

Commissioner Mialjevich: He didn't say by biology, he didn't say by
economics, he didn't say by social.

Mr. Fontenot: By biology.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We feel, well it's not in the line, it's not in
the sentence, say what you mean and mean what you say.

Mr. Fontenot: I'm talking biology.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We feel sufficient studies have already been
conducted and do not propose further investigation. And, you give me no answers 
to everything that's necessary to manage a fishery.

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, Tee John, let me jump in here for a second?
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, let's bring this

Chairman Schneider: We got a, I think, I think there seems to be enough 
concern that we probably, a Task Force and a management plan would be in order. 
What I'm concerned about is the question that Bert brought up, in any study that 
we do should we allow the resource, the potential to be harmed while we are doing 
the study. And I don't know that you would like that to happen.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And it won't happen in one year, the man said 
himself.

Chairman Schneider: Wait a minute, hear me out. I don't know whether we 
can get the requisite data in one year to answer the questions that you just 
brought up, and you brought up some good ones. My next question of Bennie and 
you ...

Commissioner Jones: How are we going to pay for it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: . . . can we, well we haven't got to how we pay for 
it, but can we design a study because apparently the type of study the way it's 
going to be carried out is more important right now than whether or not we do 
one. Okay? Is there, is there some way Bennie, can you and the staff and Tee 
John and anybody else, LSU or anybody else that ya'll want to include in this 
design a study that will not harm the resource as it is going on and will give 
us the data that we need to make a management plan. That's a big question and 
that is my main question.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Chairman Schneider: Is that possible?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir. We can do that and if you want us to get back and 
shift most of my divisions resources in that, if that is what I'm directed to do, 
I'll certainly do it.

Chairman Schneider: You know, because Tee John did bring up some good 
points of some data that we probably need and we don't have. What, I mean, how 
long would it take you guys to get together in a meeting of the minds and design 
a study that, well we wouldn't argue about the study, we would go ahead and 
decide how we are going to do it and then make sure we have the money and staff 
to do it and then do it and made sure it made sense. Because if we are going to 
answer a 30 or 40 year question, Tee John, we want to do it right.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, we can't do it in one year.

Chairman Schneider: And, so I, you know, maybe we ought to appoint a Task 
Force to look at the study or can you and Tee John work it out without coming to 
blows?

Commissioner Mialjevich: I'm sure, I'm sure, it won't come to blows...

Mr. Fontenot: Well, let me
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Chairman Schneider: Because I Chink, I think there is enough fundamental
questions by everybody now that I am not ready to vote on anything right now. 
I want more information, but I don't want to damage this resource while we're 
getting it and I don't think Tee John does either.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But you're not going to damage it.

Chairman Schneider: Well we don't know that.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well he said we won't see it in one year, so how
little damage you going to do that don't show up in one year Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: I don't know, there are some questions here that need
to be answered. Maybe you can help us out.

Mr. Fontenot: Let me say this, I was just talking with Gary and he said,
we don't have to do that much data collecting, he said we have new ways to do 
data analysis, we have a lot of data now and that is what we are presently doing. 
We are going through all of our, the data we've collected and what we're trying 
to collect between now and December. Let us look at that and put that together 
and sit with Tee John and, if ya'll want a Task Force, that's fine. If you think 
we need to design a whole other study after we do what we have now, well, if I'm 
directed to do that, I'll do it. But this this meeting was jumped up a month, 
we were trying to have a lot more done for ya'll, but there is no way we could've 
had it until until next month. And then next month was really pushing it, 
pushing it hard.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask one question?

Chairman Schneider: J.B. had something he wanted to say. Go ahead J.B.

Commissioner Cormier: I don't want to question the biological data because
the biological data you got to get. Bottom line is I think, I'm just like, I 
support Tee John for that and I support the Chairman in the fact that we have to 
get some recent data. Data change every day. We need something more recent, you 
just mentioned there is some more innovative ways of now of us forming...

Mr. Fontenot: We are looking at it other ways, but I think your fish are
not going to change their growth. I think the study that we did, that 5 year 
study, when we did that and we thought these were stunted and we thought they 
spawned at a different earlier age, we met with these people and they said that 
if after your study, if you show they're, if, I told them that if they're stunted 
and they're spawning real small, I'm going to recommend we keep that size off or 
lower it. They all agreed. That didn't happen, so we had no choice but to put 
it back. And I think it's a good study and I firmly believe that if these fish 
are harvested legal means at 11 inch, that you are going to have a static 
fisheries in that lake, you're going to have a good fishery from month to month, 
they are going to harvest more fish per actual pounds. I further believe that 
if there is a lot of illegal harvest, if they don't cull fish, if they keep 
hitting what's left in there now, that it will be detrimental. And I want to 
make that clear to everybody in this room. I stand by what we know so far. Now 
if ya'll want us to keep going and going and going, we will do it.
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Commissioner Cormier: Well we're not, hold up we're not, but you hit on
the key what I want to ask. I was saying, I'm not concerned right now with the 
biological data, I'm concerned with what you just mentioned, the illegality the 
illegal capture of this fish right now. I would like to direct a question to 
Colonel Vidrine. Colonel? Tee John want to go with a 90 day permit. Now, I 
know what now they are harvesting it illegal.

Col. Winton Vidrine: Correct.

Commissioner Cormier: And you can't, you can't really adequately enforce
it, can you?

Col. Vidrine: Well we are trying.

Commissioner Cormier: You're trying, I know you're trying. By all means,
I know you're trying. But what I'm asking, I guess what I would like to get to 
is that we are losing it right now. They are over, and Bennie said if they don't 
harvest it illegal, then it will the resource will improve. I'm guess what I 
would like to ask you Colonel, is a hypothetical question. Would if we were to 
say 90 days permit, would you think maybe those that would get permitted would 
report the illegal ones and maybe we could cut down on some of the illegalities. 
Would you think that scenario would work, that's the only question I'm trying to 
get answered in my mind.

Commissioner Mialjevich: That's a good one, that would be peer pressure.

Commissioner Cormier: You know, it is like a peer pressure type thing.
If we permit it, then maybe the one who is actually part of the study will see 
to it that it is done legitimately maybe. What do you think? It will take us 
a year or two for us to come with the study, that has nothing to do with the 
study, that has nothing to do with the fact that it may wind up being 12 inches 
when they come back. That has nothing to do with that. I am concerned right now 
on how would that affect you and your men in trying to enforce this?

Col. Vidrine: Well, we would have to put more people in that particular
area, in the surrounding area to keep these fishermen from going into that 
particular area, into the other areas that are not permitted.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Right.

Col. Vidrine: That is going to be what we are going to have to put our
emphasis on.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think with the cooperation from the people in
Belle River and Pierre Part to help you enforce it and report those people 
because I don't want them going over there outlawing fish in their area. That 
was one of the big concerns at that meeting that I was with them and I promised 
them we would try and stop any illegal fishing in their area. And, by the way 
being you're here, I was going to ask you to come up later, I would request 
officially, as a Commissioner, any and all catfish violations, no matter what 
species in any part of the state, that a copy be sent to me. Because I want to 
keep close tabs on it, if that is allowable.
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Col. Vidrine: On all citations issued?

Chairman Schneider: You want a copy of all the citations?

Commissioner Mialjevich: All the catfish violations. Now if it is a boat
number, no. It's over the limit, under the size, whatever, fishing without a 
license, everyone I want because I'm going to keep a good track on it the next 
year.

Col. Vidrine: You want it on a monthly basis?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Any kind of way that is the most convenient to
you, I'm not that pushy and I would appreciate it.

Col. Vidrine: We can furnish you that.

Commissioner Jones: How big is your mailbox?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well they got this little yellow card, they say
it's too big for your mailbox, come pick it up in person. Are ya'll finished 
with Mr. Vidrine, I got one more question to ask Bennie.

Commissioner Jones: No, I got a couple of more questions.

Chairman Schneider: I'm sure there are more questions. Go ahead, one at
a time please.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I guess for Mr. Vidrine.

Chairman Schneider: You had a question, go ahead.

Commissioner Jones: Yes, Colonel Vidrine, do you think that having a 90
day special season on smaller catfish will make enforcement's job tougher 
throughout the state?

Col. Vidrine: We'll have to put more emphasis on it, yes on these
violations.

Commissioner Jones: So in other words, doing this special 90 day permitted
season on undersized catfish as we perceive them to be now will create a hardship 
on the Enforcement Division. We will have to sacrifice in other areas to enforce 
the new law there?

Col. Vidrine: Probably so.

Commissioner Jones: So

Col. Vidrine: Well, let me say we won't have to worry about the Bayou des
Allemands area, we will have the rest of the state to worry about.

Commissioner Jones: With the exception of one person right?
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Col. Vidrlne: Correct.

Commissioner Jones: All right. Okay, so from ease of doing business, it 
would certainly not be in the best interest of the Enforcement Division to have 
this special 90 day season. Is that accurate or inaccurate?

Col. Vidrine: We will have to put more emphasis into patrolling that area 
to keep these people within the boundaries of that area.

Commissioner Jones: The surrounding areas... if we permit this area for 
certain fishermen, if they have permits and they are on the other side of the 
state, how would we prove that they did not catch them out of des Allemands?

Col. Vidrine: You would actually have to see them.

Commissioner Jones: No, that is a legitimate question. In other words, 
if I come down here and I want to go catfishing and I decide I want to catch some 
undersized catfish and I'm permitted in that area and I, I mean, ray truck drove 
all the way from Ruston today, if I have catfish in there in Alexandria, how are 
you going to tell me that I didn't catch them from up there if you don't catch 
me in the boat?

Col. Vidrine: I would have to see you doing it and if you tell me that 
fish came from the des Allemands area, then I'm going to have to prove that it 
didn't or it did, you know. The burden of proof is going to be on me, on the 
officer.

Commissioner Jones: So, I mean there is a legitimate, I mean if you wanted 
catch undersized catfish where there are obviously more of them because they 
haven't had as much pressure as the des Allemands area and you got some and you 
had a permit you could be fishing elsewhere as long as you weren't caught in the 
water, it would be pretty tough to prosecute. Is that accurate?

Col. Vidrine: Right, once you get...

Commissioner Jones: Is that one of the reasons we have kind of a statewide 
universal (end of tape)

(Beginning of Side 3) Col. Winton Vidrine: ...Uniform size limits are a 
lot easier to enforce than different particular areas if a particular area is 
open to, it works whether it is fish or ducks or doves or what have you. From 
a law enforcement standpoint anytime you have the whole area with the same 
uniform size limits or what have you, it makes it easier on enforcing the 
regulations, yes.

Commissioner Jones: Okay, so my conclusion, it's going to make your job 
tougher, it's going to make statewide enforcement tougher and harder to enforce 
the law as it is written.

Col. Vidrine: We'll have to put more and more people in that area.
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Commissioner Jones: Thank you. Joe, I've heard that shooting spotted 
fawns makes real good eating places, could I get a study on spotted fawns? I've 
got a question to the Secretary and I know that you probably can't answer that, 
but do you have any idea what the cost incurred on regulating a special season, 
permitted season along with collecting the data and information would be. I know 
that once again, we are going to be under serious budget restrictions and 
probably budget cuts, how are we going to pay for what the request are on the 
table today and two, do we know how much it'll cost?

Secretary Herring: Mr. Jones, right now, I couldn't tell you what it is 
going to cost. We are going to have to come up with the work plan as Tee John 
has pointed out should this pass. And, from that work plan then see what it is 
going, how many man days and how much equipment it is going to take in that and 
naturally we got equipment in other places we can use. But the whole problem is 
that everything is more or less on an itemized thing in our budget is what we can 
transfer from one study to another study through our budget system to do and that 
is what we would have to do there. So, I don't think we can just say it is going 
to cost a hundred thousand dollars or two hundred thousand dollars right now and 
come up with a figure on that. We are going to have to get the study as Tee John 
outlined it and see what the manpower is going to be and go from there and then 
see where money is going to come from, whether we are going to apply for some 
kind of federal grant or get LSU to cooperate in it with what they have and see 
if we can get some cooperation from somewhere else. You just don't come up with 
a new project and have money for it.

Commissioner Jones: Well that was my question, I know that we are under 
serious restraints within our budget, so if we decide to go in this direction, 
something else is going to suffer that we already have planned and on the docket, 
is that accurate?

Secretary Herring: Well yes, we are going to have to transfer some things. 
No matter what you change, we got to change from one area to another, any new 
project you got to change from one to another.

Commissioner Jones: All right, so biologically the Department stands 
against it, on the Enforcement side, our Enforcement Division feels like it would 
be to the detriment or tough to enforce and from the economic aspect of doing 
such a study and work, it would be to the detriment of the Department also. I 
would like to know what else there is?

Chairman Schneider: Well, okay, I think we had two Senators in the area. 
Senator Ron Landry and Senator Louis Lambert. Did ya'll have any words of wisdom 
for us while we deliberate? Maybe you can make us smart.

Senator Ron Landry: Good morning, I am Senator Ron Landry ...

Chairman Schneider: Thank you for coming.

Senator Landry: ...representing District 19, thank you for having me. 
Senator Lambert, Senator-Elect Lambert had to leave, he was

Chairman Schneider: He was the lucky one, huh?
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Senator Landry: ... no, he had to leave. He's not, he hasn't been sworn 
in yet. So, I will speak for the legislature, the delegation in that area. 
Basically, I've been in office almost 20 years. And, I've heard a lot of things 
said about catfish,. . .

Chairman Schneider: I bet you have.

Senator Landry: . . . small catfish. I've seen it where for almost 8 years, 
not 5 years, there was a study conducted for five years, but because of 
unconstitutionality of some of our Wildlife and Fisheries laws, it was actually 
a period of 8 years that this area was fished with no size limit. They still had 
fish in that area. The studies done by the Department were to look at whether 
or not the fish were stunted, that's all. Now you've got a situation here where 
you've got an eel cat that you're basing the management system on 50 percent 
sexual maturity. The blue cats you do not manage that way. The yellow cat you 
do not manage that way. I don't think it is the right way to manage a fishing 
area. I heard a comment that fish are alike all over the state, that is not 
correct. The des Allemands area, the fishermen fish cans a lot and they placed 
a lot of cans and it's protected breeding ground for these small fish that you 
don't have in other areas of the state. Like I said, I've been here 19 years in 
the legislature and I've seen the fishing industry hurt when we went back to 11 
inches in that area. I saw processing plants go out of business, people losing 
jobs. You know, it is important to preserve our resources and I'm for that. 
I've always stood for that, but we can manage them a better way. Fifty percent 
sexual maturity is just a concept that the biologist have come up with. They 
have nothing to back it up with. They really do not. They don't know what kind 
of resource you have out there. And, there is no way you can destroy that 
fishing industry if you put it at 8 inches in one year. How can it be a 
detriment if it was fished for 8 years no size limit, and you still have fish? 
If you go out there with the fishermen, he will pull that hoop net up and when 
you see it's full and 80 to 90 percent, I mean the net is full, 80 to 90 percent 
of that net is fish under 11 inches, 80 to 90 percent. You tell me how you can 
make a living trying to sort out the 10 or 20 percent legal size fish. And, let 
me tell you something, the Department talks about well you are going to grow 
bigger fish, you know, the people in that area do not fish the bigger fish. 
Those fish spawn because, there is no pressure on those big fish. They fish the 
small fish. Those that fish, I'm sure that the biologist can say it, that they 
spawn a lot more eggs probably more fertile eggs. How do you manage redfish? 
You say, well you can only catch one that's a certain size. This area has 
traditionally fished the small fish and they've traditionally put those cans out 
to get that protected breeding ground. It is not like the rest of the state. 
It is really not like the rest of the state.

Chairman Schneider: When you say this area, are you talking about that?

Senator Landry: That whole area, des Allemands, Cataouatche, that area 
that we are talking about there, the des Allemands area, generally referred to 
as the des Allemands area. You know and when you talk about enforcement, we 
enforce shrimp zones, we've got a lot of that around. And let me tell you just 
through my little experience, when you look at the amount of Wildlife and 
Fisheries agents that are required in that area to just deal with a court case 
on undersized fish because they've got to count them, they've got to measure
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them, and all those agents, maybe 7, 8 or 10 are sitting in court rooms half the 
time where they could be out enforcing the laws if you made this in this area, 
made it 8 inches you wouldn't have as many violators. Not to say you are never 
going to have any more violators, that would be absurd, you are going to have 
some people that will violate, not get the permit and try and fish. But you 
would not have all of these agents tied up in the court rooms like they are right 
now counting small fish. Because when a man pulls up his net, he won't have to 
sort through 80 percent of his net to get 20 percent legal fish. I'd urge you 
to go ahead and vote for this 90 day Emergency Rule to reduce the size limit to 
8 inches in that area. I've seen this area hurt tremendously economically 
because of the 11 inch size limit and I think you can extend that and start the 
study that Tee John is talking about, get proper biological data is how you can 
manage this resource. Fifty percent just happens to be something taken out of 
the air. There is not another state that I know of that manages catfish at 50 
percent sexual maturity. Maybe the biologist can tell me that there is another 
state, but I know of none because a lot of states don't even have size limits on 
catfish. And, I'm not here recommending that because I think we need to protect 
our resource. But first of all, why put people out of business. Let's get the 
proper data so that we can properly manage this catfish. And thank you for 
listening to me.

Chairman Schneider: Thank you. Have ya'll decided anything in that corner 
over there that everybody can live with. Why don't you let me and the rest of 
us in on it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think we can go with a 90 day and get what we 
need for the social and economic to start with and put our Task Force together 
and our management together and let them go from there because that rotenone 
study was done in September and I don't want it to get too far away from when we 
start so we got something good to compare with. When was the rotenone study 
done, September the what?

Mr. Fontenot: It was about the second week of September I think.

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right and we are in the first week of 
October, so that is only two weeks ago, right? So we are close because if you 
go into December to do this, then you've done lost three months away from that 
one year to your next rotenone study. Let's get us some good data and go with 
it.

Chairman Schneider: Yes sir.

Senator Landry: Let me, excuse me, I apologize, Senator Landry again. 
There was something I think needs to be done with this studies. I don't even 
know about the study that was done two weeks ago, I think you need to be 
scientifically correct and I am not a biologist ...

Chairman Schneider: That is what I am concerned about.

Senator Landry: . . . but to be scientifically correct you need to take into 
consideration all the factors that affect the location of that fish. I fished 
a lot in my time, sports fishing but not commercial, but I can tell you one
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thing, salinity affects the location of the fish, water temperature and I mean, 
and the biologist ought to be able to give us a few more that ought to affect the 
and all of that ought to be done. When you take the test take the water quality, 
see if there are any unusual chemicals, what the salinity is and what the 
temperature of the water is. Do it properly so that you have data that will 
stand up. And, I'm just sorry I wanted to make that suggestion. Thank you.

Chairman Schneider: Thank you. Bennie what, do you have any remarks on
what ya'll decided over there in the corner?

Mr. Fontenot: No sir, I have no remarks.

Commissioner Vujnovich: Jeff?

Chairman Schneider: What, I never did hear what ya'll decided? Yes, go
ahead.

Commissioner Vujnovich: Ladies and gentlemen, I'm an old timer from
Barataria Bay area, I've been out there since I was 12 years old and that is 
exactly 60 years. And over here, I'm hearing all these reports and all this talk 
and I think our biggest enemy for the catfish is the saltwater intrusion. The 
reason I say this is when I was a youngster my father built a camp in Red Fish 
Bayou on the west side of Barataria Bay. They had an old timer in a little camp 
across the bayou and he threw his trawl over board in the month of November and 
he could not pick it up. So, myself and a couple of my people, we went to give 
him a hand. That trawl was full of freshwater catfish, he had maybe a thousand 
or two thousand pound of catfish and at that time we were bringing oysters to 
Barrack Street walk. Well I loaded up four or five oyster baskets and threw them 
on the boat because we happened to be going in that day and I can tell you this 
much. When these catfish hit Barrack Street walk, well everybody had a party ( 

) help unload the oyster. And what I wanted to say is this, since then I have 
never seen any catfish. Now this year, last year, I seen one freshwater catfish 
I caught on my oyster lease in the dredge, that is in Hackberry Bay and Grand 
Bayou and I can tell you this Bennie, if ya'll make this study make a study about 
saltwater intrusion because I'm an oyster man and I can tell you this, the 
saltwater is coming in. We can thank God that we got Freshwater Diversion but 
the saltwater is coming. In Creole Bay, Monday it was 22 + and that is the 
saltiest I've seen it in many a year. So, when making this study please check 
the salinity of the water and see what is happening, what is going to happen to 
our catfish. Thank you.

Mr. Fontenot: Thank you Captain Pete, I agree with you.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, and that's something our vote up here anytime
is not going to change. Tee John, I always like to feel comfortable before I 
vote on something and I just don't have a comfortable feeling about this either 
way and it has nothing to do and so I just have an uncomfortable feeling about 
voting on a proposal that I'm not sure is going to tell us what we want to know 
and is not going to be long and may not be sufficient and I would rather see 
everybody agree on what we do if we do it to do it right. And, I got an un, you 
know, and I'm hoping that maybe we can come to a meeting of the minds as to, I 
think everybody agrees we need to look at this again and I don't think anybody
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disagrees with that and I think there only disagreement is to be how the study 
is conducted and what it's suppose to tell us. And, I'm hoping that maybe that 
can be, maybe we ought to take a break for lunch and come back and let ya'll 
report back. Maybe ya'll can get together over lunch and hash it out.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let me ask Bennie one question, we might be able
to settle it right now. Bennie, ya'll got good biology, we are going to use it. 
I am not trying to dun you or anything and I know you got to stand up for your 
beliefs and I got to stand up for my economic and social beliefs. If we don't 
have it open at anytime at all during the study, we are not going to be able to 
measure the economic factor or their catfish in their part of the state that is 
selling this catfish in other part of the state has on it. All we are going to 
be able to do is guess. They might change to a nickel a pound in the price or 
two dollars a pound. I have no idea. We can't measure that without having an 
opening. Now, ...

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, can I interrupt you for a second, we have
an Economist in the back of the room. Maybe we ought to ask him.

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, I was fixing to tell you I am not an Economist.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Now wait, let me, I'm just

Chairman Schneider: We got one sitting back there, I see him.

Commissioner Mialjevich: You are saying it is going to be detrimental to
the resource and I'm saying a short term loss to solve a 30 year, to get a 30 
year solution is worth a short term loss. On a range from 1 to 10, being you 
already stated in one year you wouldn't see, you couldn't tell how much damage 
was done, on a range from 1 to 10, how much damage you think would be done in 90 
days.

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, I am not going to try to answer that

Commissioner Mialjevich: Why not?

Mr. Fontenot: because I can't, I can not answer that.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, there could be no damage.

Mr. Fontenot: All I can tell you is that if you continue harvesting these
little fish ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: But just for 90 days, you are talking about
forever until the dinosaurs come back.

Mr. Fontenot: If you do this another 90 days, the fish won't disappear.

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right.

Mr. Fontenot: You know, I'm telling you that.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: And we will get some good data because right now
they are outlawing the fish and we have no data.

Mr. Fontenot: You are going down, you're going down.

Commissioner Mialjevich: They have no data, they did it for five years and
the fishery didn't disappear. I'm asking for 90 days.

Mr. Fontenot: No, it won't disappear.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And right now I want a permit, if you are going
to go fish and you're going to get a permit and you're going to let me know what 
you caught for them three months, every month, or we are going to take your 
permit away. Right now, they are catching the fish, they're hurting the resource 
and we're not getting any data, we're not going to be able to settle this 
solution, it's going to be in Baton Rouge and it will be up here again in another 
6 months, it will be down in the bayou in another year, I want a permanent 
solution and I think I have the way to do it. I need 90 days of open fishery to 
do it. On a range from 1 to 10 how much damage would 90 days do?

Mr. Fontenot: I can't answer that Tee John. All I can tell you is that
it's working towards that way. I don't know what it will do in 90 days.

Commissioner Mialjevich: 90 days is not going to bring the end of the
world. Five years didn't bring the end of the world.

Mr. Fontenot: That's correct. But I, I can not...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Do you understand my point?

Chairman Schneider: I understand both of ya'lls point.

Secretary Herring: Let me, let me kind of, I'm going to have to take up
for Bennie because we know probably how many commercial licenses sold in that 
area, we know probably how many people fish, but we can't predict how many is 
going to fish in that area, should this happen.

Commissioner Mialjevich: ( ) will have to get a permit.

Secretary Herring: So, that is what I say, so we really, you come up and
say how is it going to affect it, we don't even know what the catch is going to
be yet. I mean, the only thing you can do is go into it and find out. But 
sitting here and saying you are going to have x number of fishermen and x pounds 
of fish caught, I don't think anybody in this room can tell us and we got a lot 
of people that has been fishing all their life out there and I don't think 
anybody can answer that question and we got people looking. So, I don't think 
we can answer that question, the only you are going to find out is to go into it 
and look into it. But I don't think...

Commissioner Mialjevich: The only way is to open the fishing with a permit
to find out how much they are catching.
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Secretary Herring: ... I don't think we can predict what is going to
happen ...

Mr. Fontenot: That might be like striking your last match to see if it
works, I don't know.

Commissioner Mialjevich: The last match, come on Bennie, five years didn't
collapse the fishery.

Chairman Schneider: Farhad, I would like to call on our resident
economist, Farhad, would you please come up here? I saw you hiding back there 
and we are not going to let you hide any longer. Today is earn your pay day.

Mr. Farhad Miami: Good morning.

Chairman Schneider: Farhad, we are concerned, Chairman Mialjevich is
wondering what is necessary to interpolate the economic and social value of a 
fishery. Is there any way that you guys can do that with any realm of accuracy, 
confidence interval that is meaningful based on the data that we have and, you 
know, any projections based on what we have know and what is reasonable 
assumptions. I know you got to work with certain assumptions.

Mr. Miami: Well sir, there are several factors involved here. First of
all, we don't know

Chairman Schneider: Hold on one second, can I ask the Commissioners, hold
down please, give we, let's pay close attention because we had a lot of 
discussion about economic and social thing and Farhad is going to answer some of 
these questions for us. Go ahead.

Mr. Miami: I am not sure if I could answer some of the questions, but I
could respond to some of the concerns.

Chairman Schneider: Well maybe you could confuse us more then.

Mr. Miami: At this point, we don't know what kind of data and information
we will have available to us. And, the quality of the study would be as good as 
the type of data we insert. Now we have done some preliminary analysis, we have 
conducted a couple of, well, we have put together two types of surveys so far. 
One going to the fishermen specifically, one going to potential dealers. Now, 
we have asked in these questionnaires about the type, quantity and the value of 
the fish they have sold in previous years. If these fish that they have sold 
were undersized, we are at their mercy to report to us if they have sold any 
undersized fish.

Commissioner Jones: Are you trying to say that we don't know how much
marijuana would cost if it were legal, kind of the same scenario? In other 
words,

Mr. Miami: I wish I had a crystal ball to answer all your questions. 
However, I am trying to be very honest and we would like to do good work. We 
have showed our questionnaire to the Economist at LSU, we have received some feed
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back and we have worked on those concerns and all I can tell you is we do our 
best to put together the type of analysis that we could have to help you out in 
making your decision. Also, I would like to mention that any kind of analysis 
we come up with, it has to be in conjunction with the biological data. In other 
words, you could sell all the catfish you want this year and make a whole lot of 
money, but the question that if the catfish is there next year or the year after 
to sell, we need to be able to answer that too.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask you a question?

Mr. Miami: Please.

Commissioner Mialj evich: If right, I allured to, you are only going to be 
able to guess how much undersized fish that under 11 inches being sold now. You 
are worried about getting good data, would a 90 day period with a permit where 
they would have to report their harvest with the penalty of taking their permit 
away if they don't give you good data to know how much of that catfish is 
harvested and what the value is and if it is one or two or three dollars return 
on every dollar catfish caught. Is it better to have that kind of data than 
guessing?

Mr. Miami: If we have good response rate to our survey.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But I am not talking about a survey. I'm talking 
about if these guys want to fish for 90 days, they got to get a permit and they 
are going to get a piece of paper, they got to put what they catch and have, what 
they call that, a report. You are going to get the data, what they caught and 
sold.

Mr. Miami: That's correct.

Commissioner Mialj evich: In your hand from this permit, not from your
questionnaire.

Mr. Miami: What we will have based on the information we could provide is
what kind of market that undersized or limited size catfish will have.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Yes, but without that kind of data, how can you
figure the market?

Mr. Miami: I'm sorry, could you say that again?

Commissioner Mialj evich: If you don't have this data from this permit
system for 90 days, how are you going to figure the market, you're going to 
guess?

Mr. Miami: I hate to say that I guess, but I guess that is what I do.

Commissioner Mialj evich: So in reality, to have 90 days of good data on 
a report that goes with the permit would give you some real good data to work 
with.
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Mr. Miami: The 90 days information would provide us with enough 
information to come up with what information on what kind of market this specific 
size catfish would have. However, as I mentioned earlier, a good economic, 
social/economic analysis needs to be in conjunction with biological analysis.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let me ask you a question also. With this 90 
days of data, would you be able to see if there was any change in price reflected 
on the people outside of that area in the whole state?

Mr. Miami: That is a tricky question sir.

Commissioner Mialj evich: I don't want to trick you.

Mr. Miami: No, no, I understand.

Commissioner Mialjevich: It's so, des Allemands is making money, what if 
the other guys aren't because of this, I want to know. I want to know if it 
hurts them.

Mr. Niami: It would be difficult to do that in 90 days in light of the 
fact that we don't know where the potential markets are. We have to identify the 
potential markets if they are in east coast, for example New York, Florida and 
if the catfish is sold over there. One of the question we are asking in our 
dealers questionnaire is that why they have not approached an aquaculture 
industry in order to get small sized catfish. So, with that in mind, we would 
like to know if it is too costly to obtain small sized catfish from aquaculture 
industry and maybe there is an avenue there.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Yes, well also, you know, if they are going to 
catch that little fish in des Allemands and sell it, is that going to affect 
their filet market in other parts of the state. I want to know because when we 
do this, I'm serious, dead serious, this is going to be the end of all this. 
And, if it comes out a whale for the size of catfish for everybody, they all 
going to be stuck with it, I'm sorry. But this is it, I want as good a survey 
and thing that ya'll can possibly do. And, I am going to be watching ya'll.

Mr. Niami: Sure, I really appreciate therefore for giving us this 
opportunity sir and I hope we don't disappoint you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Thank you very much.

Mr. Niami: Thank you.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman, I have a question in the scenario of 
permitting. This might be for our barrister, can we, I mean what kind of, you 
are saying Tee John you want to fine them if there is without a permit. What is 
the fine and can we set up a permit for a dollar amount. I mean, can we do this?

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well they are not going to be able to fish 
without the permit and if they are fishing without the permit, they are fishing 
illegally.

28



Commissioner Jones: Veil, Mr. Puckett, what is the answer to that. How
do you establish a permit to begin with.

Mr. Don Puckett: Generally when we establish a permit, it is pursuant to
a statutory basis. Now there is no statutory basis for the permit that has been 
discussed. The Declaration of Emergency that I looked at didn't make reference 
to a permit, it just opened up the size limit to 8 inches. So, if they were 
going to be done, this would have to be redrafted and you would have to give some 
thought as to how the permit system was going to work. Generally, as I say, in 
other permit systems you've got a statutory basis for how it's issued.

Commissioner Jones: All right, we have no statutory basis for this permit.

Mr. Puckett: Not for this.

Commissioner Jones: So, I mean, just the mere mechanics of doing what we
are even, doing what Tee John is considering doing, how would that be done?

Mr. Puckett: Well I couldn't tell you at this point. I haven't heard the
specifics on how that would be done.

Commissioner Jones: Okay and you are saying fine them if they don't have
a permit, what is the fine for a permit that we don't have the authority to 
assess or issue?

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think you are clouding the issue.

Chairman Schneider: No he is not, Tee John.

Commissioner Jones: No I am not clouding the issue, I am being very
specific about this request.

Commissioner Mialj evich: If I don't have a permit to shrimp and I'm
shrimping, what you think the fine is going to be? The same thing as shrimping
without a license. So, it is going to be the same thing as catfishing without
a license Mr. Jones. Read your law book.

Chairman Schneider: I don't know if we got that authority though.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well apparently talking with Corky Ferret this
morning, we can issue a permit just like we do for Black Drum. If they issued 
one for black drum, we can issue one for this. It might take a week or so to 
draw it up and to have the people come up and apply and pay the $25 and go fish. 
And they don't have to make a report for one month on the fish. So, I mean, I
don't see the problem, we are not going to be doing anything illegal. We are
just doing something that our lawyer don't know anything about.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Puckett? Excuse me, Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: Yes., go ahead,, Puckett?

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Puckett?
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Chairman Schneider:

Commissioner Jones: Excuse me. Can you answer that question for me?

Hr. Puckett: I was talking to Mr. Roussel, but please repeat it if you
would.

Commissioner Jones: Do we have the authority to issue a permit without
statute on this issue?

Mr. Puckett: I was just discussing with him, he called to my attention
that some, I don't know, sometime ago we did this on the Black Drum, but I would 
have to look back at the section that we used.

Commissioner Jones: Now what would the fine be Vinton if they were fishing
without a permit?

Mr. Vidrine: Commission action, it would be a Class 2, $150 to $250.

Commissioner Jones: Second offense?

Mr. Vidrine: $250 to $500.

Chairman Schneider: What is Civil Restitution on illegally caught catfish?

Commissioner Mialjevich: That wouldn't change, that would be the same.
Mr. Jones, we could take the permit away if they violate the first time, it would 
be legal.

Commissioner Jones: We can't do it with fishing licenses if they

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, but this is a permit, not a fishing license.

Chairman Schneider: Do we have the authority to do that?

Commissioner Jones: Well I don't know.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can we revoke the permit?

Commissioner Jones: Can we revoke a fishing license?

Mr. Puckett: Yes, if you could set up the permit you could establish
revocation and suspension and other procedures. That is what we done say on 
Underutilized Species and Pompano and those sort of things. In other words, you 
can set out specific conditions for possession of the permit.

Commissioner Jones: All right, well Tee John wants to get real hard, can
we revoke a fishing license?

We got to have some legal advice here.

Commissioner Mialjevich: The very first time.
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Mr. Puckett: I believe you can. I can check that. There certainly is a
revocation provision in here for licenses and now whether it is on first offense, 
Class 1, I mean I could look that up and tell you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But if we make a permit, can we as a Commission
say not take away his license to shrimp and other catfish, but if you break the 
conditions of the permit that we can take it away from you the very first time. 
There is no second chance.

Mr. Puckett: Any permit you issued, you can make it subject to suspension
or revocation.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Good enough. So, they will get one chance to
obey the law and that is it. Then what will happen. He will have to fish 11 
inch catfish where the other people can fish 8 inch catfish with a permit, am I 
correct or he will be breaking the law?

Mr. Puckett: If you set up, in other words, if you redraft your
Declaration of Emergency differently from the way it presently reads which is 
just open it to everybody, if you say that your Declaration of Emergency is on 
a permit basis and you can only catch this size if you have a permit, that would 
be the case. Now again you need to establish criteria for what, for whether you 
get a permit or not. In all other cases that is that's set up.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Wait, did they have a criteria to get the Black
Drum permit? Well why we got to set one up for catfish? Why the roadblock? 
Maybe we better go to lunch and come back, we'll figure it out at lunch.

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, we could do that or we can, J.B., we are
going to lose J.B.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well let's just vote on the thing, let it go up
or down and get it over with.

Chairman Schneider: I think the time, you know I don't feel comfortable
voting on anything but if that is the Commission's wish...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let's vote it up or down and get it over with.

Chairman Schneider: ... we can do that, we can, all right.

Mr. Puckett: Mr. Roussel, the only criteria they have is if you have a
Commercial License. So, if you set that up this way, you must be a commercially 
licensed fisherman to get the permit. And then of course that would be your 
criteria and then your standards that you have to follow and your reasons for 
revocation. So if you were going to set up the permit system that way.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So we can say we are going to have a permit, but
we could set the permit qualifications up at a later date?

Mr. Puckett: If I issue you a permit today, you got to know what the
permit conditions are.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Well no, we can't issue a permit for at least two
weeks if we pass this today. You need time to get the permit fixed up, you need 
for the dealers report and everything. So, how are you going to do it and let
them go fish without a permit, you can't do it.

Mr. Puckett: Yes, that is what I am saying. The Commission is going to
have to establish what the criteria and the standards

Commissioner Mialjevich: They didn't do it for Black Drum.

Mr. Puckett: Well the fishing license and that may be your only criteria.
But it is a criteria and you would have to set up

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right, so could we put that into my act of
declaration here that we have a fishing permit for $25 and the only criteria, you 
already have to have a catfish license already?

Mr. Puckett: Certainly you can put that in, I would suggest you would
probably want to have conditions, your conditions of your permit that you would
have to meet and what the basis of the revocation would be.

Commissioner Mialjevich: First offense, we take it away. That's it. Well
let me read my, let me make what we call it now, not a resolution.

Chairman Schneider: What is the pleasure of the Commission?

Commissioner Jones : My pleasure is that I don't think that we have enough
information within the hands of the Commission to make a sound judgment since the 
Department is adamantly opposed to what we are the motion that isn't on the table 
yet that will be proposed. The Enforcement Division is against it. The economic 
adverse affects on the Department have already been brought up. So I think that 
until we resolve these questions that are still out there that we table this.

Chairman Schneider: Is that a motion?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let me make...

Commissioner Jones: I think let's table it until next month and we can get
these questions answered.

Chairman Schneider: Hold it down. Please hold it down so we can conduct
the meeting. Please sit down, sit down.

Mr. Vidrine: Ya'll hold it down fellows.

Commissioner Jones: That is a formal motion, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second to that motion? Is there a second
to Mr. Jones' motion to table it until next month and get all these questions 
answered?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I make a motion Mr. Chairman?
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Commissioner Cormier: I second it.

Chairman Schneider: It's seconded by J.B. Cormier. It has been moved and
seconded that we table this issue until next month so we can answer all these 
questions and get together and get this program well thought out. It seems to 
me like we have a lot of questions here.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Where is the next meeting?

Chairman Schneider: It's going to be in North Louisiana.

Commissioner Mialjevich: North Louisiana?

Chairman Schneider: Hold down, hold it, please, hold it down, we've got
a motion on the floor. All those in favor say aye. (Commissioner Jones, 
Commissioner Cormier and Chairman Schneider) All opposed? (Commissioner 
Mialjevich, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Hanchey) It clearly passes.

Commissioner Jones: Wait, wait a minute.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I heard three nays, what is going on here.

Chairman Schneider: All right everybody raise your hand, aye for the
motion? (Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Cormier and Chairman Schneider) All 
those opposed? (Commissioner Mialjevich, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner 
Hanchey).

Commissioner Mialjevich: I see three, I think we are not going to table
it.

Chairman Schneider: I guess the motion fails for lack of a, is that
correct?

Commissioner Jones: That's accurate.

Commissioner Mialjevich: It fails, so I want to make a motion.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, make another motion.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I want to make a motion that we for 90 days have
this Declaration of Emergency, that we add a permit system for $25 and that the 
data be given to the Economist in the Department to determine what effect this 
opening economically would have. I would also like to put into the permit that 
the first offense that it would be taken back, you only get one chance with the 
permit, if they catch you outlawing with it, that's it, you don't get the permit 
no more and you will have to fish 11 inch fish that particular fisherman in an 
8 inch area where the other guys got a permit. So you better save it and don't 
break the law and the only condition on getting the permit is that you already 
have a commercial catfish license. What that would be, a hoop net? And a gear 
license that you already have a gear license. I guess you ask for a second now.

Commissioner Hanchey: I'll second that motion, Tee John.
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Chairman Schneider: Okay that motion has been moved and seconded, all in 
favor say aye. Wait we have a question first, J.B., J.B. has a question. Go 
ahead J.B.

Commissioner Cormier: What about the permitting system on it Tee John. 
My question is they don't have the legality, I want to support a study, I want 
that, and, I want to vote for that. I do not and I will not vote for illegality 
of course because Mr. Puckett is not sound yet on the permitting system, we are 
not totally sound yet on our enforcement system, do we have to have this 90 day 
in there. Can't we just have our motion for our study?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, how are you going to get the economics? 
How are you going to get the economics. Mr. Pluckett, if he explains to you how 
they did the Black Drum, will you have a problem with it?

Mr. Puckett: No, I the section again, I'm relying on Mr. Roussel's memory 
here, but the section that he is pointed out to me, the section that was used at 
that time whenever it was done. Basically as I said whenever that permit was 
done, it was a specific permit regime that was laid out, your criteria which was 
a Commercial Fisherman's License, the conditions of the permit and the basis for 
suspension and revocation, that was all written out. I have not seen that in 
this

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well get your pencil, we can put the basis of the
Commercial Fishing License and revocation for first offense, that's it.

Mr. Puckett: First offense what?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Take the license back, the permit.

Mr. Puckett: First offense, first offense, what class, any fishing
violation?

Commissioner Mialjevich: No, first offense with that if he catches smaller 
than 8 inch catfish, not a life preserver offense.

Mr. Puckett: I understand, but that is the sort of thing you got to spell
out because that is the sort of thing that we've been challenged on.

Commissioner Mialjevich: First violation of his permit which would make
it exactly pertaining to that, right?

Mr. Puckett: Right, I would suggest to you unless, in other words if that
is the only criteria, that's the way the permit would read and if that's the 
Commission's

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well I mean what else do you need, won't that
handle it, you got to have a commercial license.

Mr. Puckett: I don't know, what else do we have in the Black Drum, what
other conditions do we have in the Black Drum permit.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: What else do you have? Well, the reporting comes
with the permit, the reporting comes with the permit.

Chairman Schneider: We are trying to vote now, is everybody clear on what
we are voting for? J.B. did you have any other questions?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Did you answer J.B.'s question?

Commissioner Cormier: The point I'm trying to make is that this is a rush
thing. We are rushing into passing a law here that is not even, that I can't 
read a document to see, we are on some speculation is what we really are doing. 
You can't vote for speculation.

Mr. Puckett: Well the difference between this and the other permit is that
you don't have, you know, a piece of paper that has been prepared in advance that 
sets out the permit conditions and etc. and that's all I'm saying. And, if you 
pass this as an Emergency Rule, you need to have a recitation in here as to the 
imminent peril which is required for passage of an Emergency Rule.

Commissioner Mialj evich: The what?

Mr. Puckett: Imminent peril.

Chairman Schneider: Imminent peril to my stomach, I'm hungry.

Mr. Puckett: Public health, safety or welfare. I mean you just have to
put a recitation in here that there is imminent peril to meet the Emergency 
Procedures.

Commissioner Mialj evich: So all you have to do is write that on it?

Mr. Puckett: You got to state that that imminent peril exists and some
general statement of what it is.

Secretary Herring: You would have to have those in the minutes, though
wouldn't you Don now?

Chairman Schneider: Is that part of your motion Tee John?

Commissioner Mialj evich: Yes, to put the imminent peril too.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, are we ready to vote?

Commissioner Mialj evich: Yes, let's vote, let's get it over with.

Chairman Schneider: All those, all right, it's been moved Tee John made
the motion that's we are not really sure how long it is or what it includes, it 
includes everything that Tee John said.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We know it is 90 days.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second to Tee John's motion?
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Chairman Schneider: Okay, well it has been changed so many, all right, all
those in favor of Tee John's motion raise your right hand. (Commissioner 
Hanchey, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Mialjevich). All those opposed 
to Tee John's motion raise your right hand. (Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner 
Jones and Chairman Schneider) It is still three to three, so that motion failed. 
Is there any other motion that the Commission would like to make on this issue?

Commissioner Cormier: Yes, I would like to make a motion.

Chairman Schneider: All right, go ahead.

Commissioner Cormier: I would like to make a motion that we do what Tee
John want, his study, that the proper authority bring the proper documents to the 
next meeting, have it drawn up for us legally, legitimately and have all the 
information that I can vote on next month.

Chairman Schneider: Is that your motion Mr. Cormier?

Commissioner Jones: I second that motion by Mr. Cormier.

Chairman Schneider: It has been moved and seconded. All those in favor,
say aye...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Discussion? How about discussion?

Commissioner Jones: Okay, discuss.

Chairman Schneider: All right, go ahead.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think that all can be done right at this
meeting. We have been talking about it the whole meeting. We talked about the 
90 days, that's in the minutes on the tape, we talked about the permit, we 
talked, I already talked about the LSU study, I talked about the social/economic, 
talked about a Task Force, talked about a management plan for catfish, that's all 
into this and now, just because it's not written down on paper, we can't vote on 
it. I mean, we are just putting it off, putting it off, fellahs.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: All right, is there any other discussion? Mr. Jones,
you got discussion?

Commissioner Mialjevich: I would have to vote against it.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman? I think that it has been discussed, but
it has not been reviewed by us except sitting here on the panel and I think 
that's an unfair approach to try to make a monumental decision that has been in 
conflict for over 30 years in the last hour, we are going to come up with a 
resolution on this.

Commissioner Hanchey: I seconded that a while ago.
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Commissioner Jones: Excuse me Mr. Chairman, I'm still speaking here. I
mean as of a week ago, in my first agenda, this wasn't even on the docket and 
then all of a sudden has reappeared on the docket when we thought that this was 
coming up for reconsideration later on. I agree with Mr. Cormier in that we 
ought to have a formulated game plan of what it is that Tee John wants to find 
out in his information, how he proposes to get this information and through what 
vehicles we are going to do it and possibly find out how we are going to afford 
it and get it done. So,...

Chairman Schneider: Any other discussion? Thank you Mr. Jones. Are you
finished? Okay all in favor of J.B. Cormier's motion, raise your right hand. 
(Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Jones and Chairman Schneider) All those 
opposed? (Commissioner Hanchey, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner 
Mialjevich)

Commissioner Mialjevich: That failed too.

Chairman Schneider: That failed too. Are there any other motions?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask the other Commissioners?

Chairman Schneider: Is, there any other motions, if not, I'm going to
declare recess for lunch and we are going to move on. We are going to recess 
until 1:30.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well what if we get it written up over during
lunch.

Chairman Schneider: You can do it, we can bring it back up but we are to
recess for lunch.

Commissioner Mialjevich: After lunch, all right lunch?

Commissioner Mialjevich: But this is a solution.
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AFTERNOON DISCUSSION

Chairman Schneider: While we are on des Allemands, let's go ahead and take
up Tee John's Declaration of Emergency. Everybody got a copy of this in front 
of them?

Commissioner Mialjevich: We didn't forget public comments yet.

Commissioner Jones: Wait a minute, what did we do?

Chairman Schneider: We are discussing the Declaration of Emergency on Item
7 again.

Commissioner Jones: We already voted on that.

Chairman Schneider: If we can get a majority vote to bring it back up, we
can reconsider it. So.

Commissioner Jones: What do you mean?

Commissioner Mialjevich: How do we do it?

Chairman Schneider: I need a motion to reconsider Item #7.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I make a motion to reconsider.

Chairman Schneider: It has been moved that we reconsider Item #7, is there
a second?

Commissioner Hanchey: I will second it.

Chairman Schneider: All those in favor raise your hand. (Commissioner 
Mialjevich, Commissioner Vujnovich, Commissioner Hanchey and Commissioner Cormier 
raised their hands.) One, two, three, four. We have, we are now reconsidering, 
we are now reconsidering a Declaration of Emergency. Okay, you have the floor.

Commissioner Mialjevich: To read it? Okay. We finally got it typed up. 
"In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), the 
Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 56:326, the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to establish a permit area for the 
taking of channel catfish between 8" and 11", the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public welfare exists and 
accordingly adopts the following emergency rule:

Channel Catfish -- Lac des Allemands, Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lake 
Maurepas, and the western portion of Lake Pontchartrain, and associated bayous 
and streams.

For those persons with a department-issued permit, the minimum length on 
channel catfish, locally called the white, the eel cat, or the willow cat, taken 
or possessed for commercial purposes, shall be eight inches (8") minimum length
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with the mouth closed, in the following described area (hereinafter " the 
permitted area"):"

Commissioner Mialjevich: Do I have to read all the definition or we can 
just say the area we had in the five year study?

Commissioner Jones: No, read it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay, read it for me then Bert if you don't mind.

Commissioner Jones: It is your resolution.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay. "That portion of southeastern Louisiana, 
containing Bayou Allemands, Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lake Maurepas, the 
western portion of Lake Pontchartrain and associated bayous and streams, 
excluding the Mississippi River and Bayou Lafourche, herein described as: west 
and south of the west descending bank of the Mississippi River from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Huey P. Long Bridge; north and west of Highway 90 from Huey P. Long 
Bridge to Causeway Boulevard; west of Lake Pontchartrain Causeway from U.S. 
Highway 90 to Louisiana Highway 22; south and east of Louisiana Highway 22 to 
U.S. Highway 61 at Sorrento; north of U.S. 61 from Sorrento to Louisiana Highway 
20; east of Louisiana Highway 20 to the east descending bank of Bayou Lafourche 
to Louisiana Highway 1 at Leeville; east and north of Louisiana Highway 1 from 
Leeville to the Gulf of Mexico; north of Gulf of Mexico from Grand Isle to the 
west descending bank of the Mississippi River.

In all other state waterbottoms outside of the permit area, all persons are 
subject to the statutorily prescribed size limits for catfish set out in R.S. 
56:326.A.(7)(b).

The permit shall provide for the following: (1) necessity of permit 
possession at all times while taking or possessing channel catfish between the 
sizes of 8" and 11" within the permit area; (2) reporting before the tenth of 
each month on forms approved for the purpose the number of channel catfish 
commercially taken during the preceding month and their sizes; (3) the necessity 
for all other licenses or permits required to commercially fish and land 
commercially taken channel catfish; (4) non-transferability of permit; (5) 
issuance only to a natural person who must be physically present and have in his 
possession the signed original permit at all times that channel catfish, subject 
to the permit, are being taken in the permit area; (6) that permittees are 
specifically prohibited from harvesting or possessing channel catfish under 8" 
within the permit area, according to the immediate revocation of the permit for 
the first or any subsequent violation thereof."

Commissioner Mialjevich: Of the permit, not of violation like you did not 
have a life jacket or something like that. "The permit shall be effective only 
for a period of ninety days beginning Monday, October 17, 1994 and ending ninety 
days after. The fee for said permit shall be $25 per permit.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate information on the catch 
and sales of under-11" channel catfish in the designated area and to relieve 
economic hardship on the commercial fishermen in the permit area."
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Commissioner Mialj evich: Okay we will read that too. Also added to this
is a Notice of Intent that the following actions are to be immediately and 
continued, are to begin immediately and continue for a period of one year. Now 
the permit system is only for 90 days. This is for one year. "(1) the 
formulation of a Catfish Task Force addressing channel catfish; (2) establishment 
by the Department of a catfish management plan for channel and blue catfish which 
would take into account social and economic factors; (3) a social and economic 
study relative to channel catfish."

Chairman Schneider: Okay, are you making that motion?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes sir.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second?

Commissioner Hanchey: I will second that.

Chairman Schneider: It has been moved and seconded.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Oh, we got something else, we got a hitch?

Chairman Schneider: What we got?

Commissioner Mialjevich:' I misread something?

Mr. Don Puckett: No, but I would like to recommend a couple technical
changes on what you read.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay.

Mr. Puckett: On the second page, second full paragraph, third line, I
would like to recommend that you delete the words "within the permit area".

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay.

Chairman Schneider: Why is that?

Mr. Puckett: And the reason for that is this would require possession of
the permit while possessing the fish even if you were outside the permit area. 
So, if someone took the fish and then traveled to an area that was outside of 
that defined area, they would have to have the permit in their possession to show 
that they had harvested them or as evidence.

Chairman Schneider: I would think you would want that, wouldn't you?

Mr. Puckett: What's that?

Chairman Schneider: Wouldn't you want that so they could prove they
harvested them legally?

Chairman Schneider: Do you want to read the Notice of Intent too?
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Mr. Puckett: Yes, in other words, if I take the words "within the permit
area" out, they would have to have the permit in their possession anywhere in the 
state and not just within the permit area.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, I got you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, take it out?

Mr. Puckett: I would recommend that you take those four words out and I
would also recommend in section two of that same paragraph that we add language 
"and other information required by the Department".

Commissioner Mialjevich: After "their sizes"?

Mr. Puckett: Yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And other

Mr. Puckett: And other information required by the Department. So that
you could get numbers, sizes and there might be other information that they would 
want to ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, yes, like where they sold it out of state
and stuff like that, you mean, right?

Mr. Puckett: Right.

Unidentified Speaker: In other words you have to have a permit holder with
them fish no matter where you went with them to sell?

Mr. Puckett: At least to the first point of sell.

Commissioner Mialjevich: To the first buyer.

Commissioner Jones: A point of question on that also. Does everybody, in
other words, can you have one person in the boat that has a permit and everybody 
there doesn't have to have a permit, so one permit can carry everybody in the 
boat?

Mr. Puckett: We got a provision for helpers on commercial fishermen there,
now that would probably be the same rule here. In other words if you had a 
commercial fisherman ...

Commissioner Jones: Can you have one permit and have ten boats and all the
rest of the people in these boats are your ( )?

Mr. Puckett: No, it would be one permit per boat at least. Just like you
have one commercial fisherman's license per boat.

Commissioner Jones: Well I mean this is a new permit, we are talking about
new things here. I know, I'm just clarification here.
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Don Puckett: And there was one final point that I believe I discussed with
you and that would be that you could not possess the fish between eight and 
eleven inches in a boat in waters outside of the permitted area. You might 
possess them in a vehicle but you would have to land somewhere within the 
permitted area. I think I discussed that with you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, where do you want that in there?

Chairman Schneider: Where do you want that added?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Where do you want to add that?

Don Puckett: If the Commission, I do not have specific language but if the
Commission approves that concept, I could draft the language after the fact to 
be added to the Declaration of Emergency.

Chairman Schneider: Okay. .

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, it would be the fish would have to be landed
in the permit area.

Don Puckett: Yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Perfect.

Don Puckett: And, conversely, they could not be possessed in a boat in
waters outside of the permit area.

Chairman Schneider & Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay.

Mr. Puckett: And I can address language to cover that.

Chairman Schneider: Okay.

Mr. Puckett: And then finally...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh, one question, okay go ahead, finally?

Mr. Puckett: Well just to change the 90 days to three months since it is
not exactly 90 days. I believe the periods that were discussed were October 17 
to January, October 17, 1994 and ending January 17, 1995. That is not exactly 
90 days, so we just simply say for a period of three months instead of 90 days.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Starting October 17?

Mr. Puckett: Yes.

Chairman Schneider: For a period of 90, state three months, okay.

Commissioner Mialjevich: That is ideal.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, let's hold it down.
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Commissioner Jones: Tee John, you have been talking about enforcement on
this issue. Would you consider an addition to these parameters of your permit 
to say that anybody that has previously been convicted of possessing undersized 
catfish be excluded from being able to get a permit?

Chairman Schneider: Hold it down.

Commissioner Jones: I mean we are talking about making it legal here, are
we going to allow the person that has already abused the system.

Chairman Schneider: All right, we are going to clear this room if I hear
another word, is that clear? I will not have it. I will have all of you leave 
this room if I hear another outburst.

Commissioner Jones: I would like to make an addendum to this, if you are
willing Tee John to say that anybody that has had previous violations concerning 
undersized catfish be exempted from this permit.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't think that should be required. We are
looking for economic information, not a limited entry system.

Chairman Schneider: Are there any other questions? Do you want to propose
that as an addendum?

Commissioner Jones: Yes, I would like to propose that since

(Change from end of Tape 5 to beginning of Tape 6)

Commissioner Mialjevich: . . . people want to find ways for it not to happen. 
I mean what is it, I mean if I have a driving, DWI, then that means I can't get 
free help at the Medical Hospital, I mean what does that have to do with license?

Commissioner Jones: No, but you can't get a drivers license back if you
have a few of them.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes.

Commissioner Jones: Well it is a direct correlation.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But I mean how, they had nobody, if a person has
violated this particular permit, he won't get another one? But I mean how are 
you going to go and take a guy with a violation, a shrimp violation, a crab 
violation and say now you can't get an eel catfish.

Commissioner Jones: I didn't say that. I said a direct violation to this
that we are talking about. I said a violation of undersized catfish.

Chairman Schneider: If he has been previously violated undersized catfish?

Chairman Schneider: ...beginning Monday, October 17, okay.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't see what that has to do with this. We 
don't do that on any other thing, with a sport fishermen catching over the number 
of speckled trout or even a gill netter getting caught.

Commissioner Jones: But we don't require them to get a special permit 
either.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well, black drum, and I don't think we have that
caveat on black drum, do we? Where is Zero, do we have that caveat on black drum 
that if they are previously are criminals or something, they can't get a permit? 
Why should we have it on catfish?

Chairman Schneider: I would like to ask our attorney, can we do that? I
mean is that legal to do that?

Mr. Puckett: We placed restrictions on other permits, I think the
Underutilized Species or Pompano where if there was a prior conviction of a 
certain type, for example Class II fisheries violation or whatever class or type 
of violation you wanted to designate to preclude you from getting a permit.

Commissioner Jones: I think it is a good idea.

Mr. Puckett: Crossbow.

Chairman Schneider: Do you wish to make that an amendment to this
Declaration of Emergency?

Commissioner Jones: Yes , I would like to make that a substitute amendment
to go with this Declaration of Emergency.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, is that your motion?

Commissioner Jones: Uh huh.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second to that motion? Okay, it dies for
lack of a second. Okay, all right, it has been moved and seconded.

Commissioner Jones: I would like some more public, I mean public comment
and Commission comment.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, do we have any more questions from the
Commission for anybody?

Commissioner Jones: Yes, I do.

Chairman Schneider: Okay.

Commissioner Jones: When we are talking about getting, establishing an 
economic impact on this are we actually going to be getting a realistic economic 
impact, or will we falsely be creating a market for this? How do we know what 
it is within this short period of time, I mean it is liable ... (Comment from 
audience.) I am speaking to our Economist here.
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Mr. Farhad Miami: Sir, there is a potential for flooding the market with 
undersized catfish as a result that may reduce the price, it may bias our study. 
So that potential is there.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But wouldn't you still be able to get the out of 
state dealers and the demand and other things?

Mr. Miami: I'm hoping we would. We have, as I mentioned in the morning, 
we have prepared the questionnaires. However, we are at their mercy to get the 
information, we need to have their cooperation to get the information.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well you are not at their mercy with this permit 
because they have to answer, to report by the tenth of the month. They are at 
your mercy, if they don't report to you, they don't have no more permit.

Mr. Miami: Sure, if the reporting would require them to identify the 
quantities and the value of the products sold as well as where it was sold, that 
would probably give us some information. But as I mentioned earlier, still 
flooding the market may to some extent bias our study because of that potential 
of the price being reduced.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Right.

Commissioner Jones: All right, let's say we go the first two months, Tee 
John, with this where we have to mandatorily report our catch just to continue 
our license after the tenth. In essence we have really only done this for 60 
days because the last 30 days, what is the penalty? The 90 days is, you know, 
we are not going to renew the license or the permit after that. How can we 
address mandatorily getting your information in after the third month?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Nothing is perfect, not even the tenth of the
month.

Commissioner Jones: No, well it is only 90 days. What I am saying is, is 
there some way we can implement within your system to say that, you know, we get 
information for the first 60 days automatically because if they want to fish the 
last 30 days, they have to have turned it in. But the last 30 days, they can, 
I mean we don't know what they are going to catch or whether or not, can we make, 
I am just asking can we make some way so that it has to be reported or there is, 
you know, we can't revoke their permit because it will have already expired. 
What can we do at that point?

Commissioner Mialj evich: I look at it this way, Mr. Jones. Number 1, if 
the sole purpose of this 90 days was for them to catch fish and no other reason, 
I agree with you they would have no incentive to report the third month. But if 
the purpose of this 90 days is to gather economic information, that may be 
valuable and change in the size of that catfish along with the biology and the 
social affects, I think they would be a fool not to report the third month. It 
would be working against what they are trying to do. They have a vested interest 
in sending in that third month report. You know?

Commissioner Jones: I understand that.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Well they are going to understand it too, they 
better because if they don't, it's going to do like a lot of people that don't 
report they hurt themselves when it comes to making quotas and etc.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, any other questions or discussions from the 
Commissioners?

Commissioner Jones: Yes, I would like to say one last thing. It has been 
brought up in our comment here today that our Inland Fish Division is opposed to 
this passing, it has been brought up in our comment today that is from a 
biological aspect. It has been opposed by the Enforcement Division to have an 
adverse affect on how they do business. And, it has been also brought up that 
it is going to create an economic hardship on the Department if we pass this 
today, so bear in mind Commissioners, when you vote for this, every department 
or every body in this Department that has any say so on the issue is diabolically 
opposed to this issue.

Chairman Schneider: Any further Commissioners? Okay folks, you have been 
sitting here a long time and I would like to open up for public comments. 
However, a lot of you probably said what you wanted to say the last time we took 
public comment and we don't need to sit here and just keep going over and over 
everything that we have already heard. But if you just got to say something, now 
is your chance and if you just got to say something, please come to the mike. 
But let's please, it has been a long day and I know you guys want to go home, 
let's don't drag it out.

Thank you Chairman, I am a commercial fisherman.

Chairman Schneider: What is your name?

Mr. Johnny Price: Johnny Price. And I've been a fisherman all my life, 
I've never had a job not for one day and I oppose taking the size limit from 11 
inches and putting it at 8, because everything we heard except for from a few 
fishermen that is going to hurt. And, I know it is going to hurt. And I don't 
fish the des Allemands area and I could care less what they do in the des 
Allemands area, but I would like for someone to answer one question for me. Why 
is it every time that the size limit is dropped or taken off in the des Allemands 
area, that in the Mermentau Basin we have these people coming in there and 
fishing at night getting caught with illegal catfish and things like this? If 
they have so much catfish in these areas, why do they come in our area every time 
the size limits are dropped? And, another thing, they say the catfish don't 
grow, they run rotenone studies. Well, they rotenone right where they dump the 
small fish. You can't find out like that, you have to go to an area, like in our 
area, they rotenone catfish in our area at Rockefeller Refuge, a place that is 
not fished. You find out the catfish do grow. This bull about not growing is 
a bunch of humbug, I'm telling ya'll. And a lot of these people might not care 
what they are going to be doing tomorrow, but some of us do and that is why I 
oppose it. And we know that these people are going to be on the roads with these 
small catfish and once they are on the roads with them, they are legal anywhere 
they go in the state. If you are going to pass this thing, why don't you put a 
limit to where they can't be trailering a boat outside of these areas, outside
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of these parishes with these undersized catfish that they caught in other areas. 
Thank you, that is all I have to say.

Chairman Schneider: Thank you.

Mr. Price: Do ya'll have any questions?

Chairman Schneider: Any other comment? Farhad, how are you doing, Farhad?

Mr. Miami: Mr. Chairman, I'm sorry, I wanted to add one more thing. In
the recording mechanism the Department has up to now, the fishermen are required 
to report either the number of fish or quantities. The financial aspect of it 
is voluntary. I would like to point out that if this special permit is going to 
be established, please make sure that financial information also to be provided 
with it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Mr. Chairman, the reason we not going to start
fishing today if this passes is so Corky can get back from the meeting he went 
to in Atlanta about shrimp trawl by-catch, so we can sit down with the various, 
with Bennie, and with Zero and look at the Black Drum application and especially 
at the report requirement and we'll be sitting with you also so we can draw it 
up because we can ask for any information we want with this permit and if they 
don't want to answer it, they don't need to get the permit. You understand what 
I am saying? So, if you want economic information also, we'll get it because 
this isn't a thing that the legislature has to change anybody, we can have them 
put down their weight and hair color if we want to, okay. And, we will be 
working with you next week because the only way they are going to get this permit 
is come in person or send the money in the mail requesting it and then they will 
be sent the survey sheet and the permit together. And, if they come in person, 
they will get the permit and will be given the first sheet right then and there 
for them to mail in on the tenth of the next month. Don't worry, we got a lot 
of this covered that we didn't bring out in the paper. We will be working with 
you.

Mr. Miami: I understand, thank you sir.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, any further questions.

Commissioner Hanchey: I have a question.

Chairman Schneider: Go ahead.

Commissioner Hanchey: Where does the money go when you sell that permit?
Where does it go back into the General Fund or where does it go?

Secretary Herring: Conservation Fund.

Commissioner Hanchey: Conservation Fund, okay.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, all those in favor... go ahead, you need
something.
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Commissioner Cormier: I make one statement for the sake of some people, 
they seem to think we are changing the size limit of catfish. I am not voting 
to change the size limit of no catfish. I am voting for a 90 day reduction to 
gather information for the study that may be changed a year and a half from now. 
That is when you need to be concerned, the opposing side. At the present time, 
you must understand, you must be fair to your fellow man, it's not fair to keep 
data from another person so it can sway your way. You got to have the data so 
it can be both ways. If I come here a year and a half from now and the data says 
that 11 inches is too short, be prepared for me to say 14 inches if that is what 
it takes and that is the way I will vote. And, I am not asking you to clap for 
that, you don't have to clap for that because I want you to understand, 
everybody, we are not voting to change, we are not voting personalities, we are 
voting what we think is right for the resource. But sometimes you just don't 
have all the data you need, that is all I want you to understand.

Chairman Schneider: Any further comments.

Commissioner Cormier: I move to the previous question, let us vote.

Chairman Schneider: The question has been moved, all those in favor raise 
your hand? (Commissioner Mialjevich, Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Hanchey 
and Commissioner Vujnovich raised for the vote.) All those opposed, raise your 
hand? (Commissioner Jones and Chairman Schneider opposed.) It clearly passes.
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CATFISH DISCUSSION

OCTOBER 6, 1994 COMMISSION MEETING

Chairman Schneider: 0.K. , Tee John, let's move on to Item 7 on the
catfish, since I think that's what most people are here for today.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't know what they are applauding for, but

Chairman Schneider: You're up. Somebody told me you've got it all solved.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, I think I do have a solution. I'm glad I
got involved in this 30 year old conflict. It keeps me up a lot more nights than 
just worrying about turtles and TEDs. Well, when I first decided to look at this 
I wanted to look at it in a fair and equitable manner to everybody. I made me 
an outline that I wanted to get landing data from the Department; interview fish 
houses, local, state, and out-of-state; interview fishermen; interview 
Enforcement; look at different management approaches and options; get a peer 
review of data and studies; go out with the fishermen; and go over the Department 
data with Bennie. I've accomplished all those goals except two so far. Besides 
that, I went with the uh, the Department's going to do a social/economic study 
on the catfish, on the eel cat. I wish we could expand it to all catfish. LSU 
is going to do a social/economic study on the eel cat and LSU is going to review 
the Department's data. And, I went out with three fishermen, I saw the size of 
catfish they had in des Allemands. I didn't get to go with anyone out-of-state 
within the time limit I was unable to. I held two public hearings as a
Commissioner. One in des Allemands and I held one in Belle River. I should say 
two very successful meetings. In des Allemands we had about 70 some odd people, 
51 of them got up and spoke. And in Belle River, I believe, they had 50 plus 
people, and 30 some odd got up and spoke. So, it wasn't like at the Commission 
where two or three people get up and speak for shrimp opening. We really had 
good participation. I learned a lot and a good rapport with the people in 
talking back and forth. And, I guess it's all on my shoulder to make a decision. 
Well, I found out a few things. There's a lot of misinformation out there. 
There's a lot of different ways to interpret the biology that the Department has 
also. I'm not saying anything about the biology. I think, you know, they are 
doing a good job. And, there is, very little has been done about an ultimate 
management scheme. I read back in the minutes, in Grand Isle in September, 1989, 
then Commissioner Palmisano, I believe it was, had asked the Department to look 
at a different way to manage the eel catfish; and I also asked as early as 
October, 1993. And it's my personal point of view that instead of the Department 
looking at an alternate way to manage it, all they did was gather data to 
reinforce the management plan they already had. So, I have a solution to that 
coming up, though. I think, in what I saw with talking with a various number of 
people, we are going to get us a catfish management plan and we are going to have 
to get us a catfish task force. Because I found out that with the catfish data 
and information we have, we don't have a stock assessment of the catfish. We 
don't have a virtual population analysis. We don't have an estimation of fishing 
and actual mortality by age group. We don't have a spawning stock biomass of the 
catfish and we don't have a spawning stock biomass by recruitment. Now, if you 
don't have these things, you can't determine the safer upper limits of harvest.
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If you don't know what's out there how are you going to say 50% maturity is what 
you should use or 20% escapement, or any other number. All you are doing is a 
great guesstimate. I think it's time we quit guessing and let's get down to good 
biology, find out these things and let's find out what we can take out the waters 
without damaging the resource. It is a resource for the future generations. 
But, also let's find out how much we can take out to^benefit the people. Cause 
every dollar catfish taken out of our waters generates about three dollars in the 
local economy. And, I don't know about ya'll, but I ain't seen no economy, no 
community yet that I went to that's getting rich. They all tell me the fishing's 
going down, they're not making any money. So I think this would be an 
opportunity to try, and not only benefit the fishermen, benefit the fish, and 
benefit the citizens of the State of Louisiana. Also, we need to, look if when 
we had this catfish bask force, look into a fishery standards for freshwater. 
We have standards for saltwater. We need fishery standards for freshwater 
commercial fishing. We don't have that at this time. There's a lot of things 
that are lacking. I guess I could talk the rest of the day. But what I would 
like to do is find a final solution to a 30 or 40 year conflict. What I want to 
recommend to the Commission to do, would later on probably be passed on by the 
Legislature and become law, not this session coming up but the session after, if 
they don't handle it at that session, the one after that. Because this is going 
to be the final on eel catfish. And I would like to see it be the final on blue 
catfish, too. Expand the study. We have two very large fisheries. As a matter 
of fact, the blue cat and the eel cat, according to this letter, is about 1.7 
million pounds a year, generating about 800 to 900 thousand dollars a year. I 
think we can't let a fishery like that go without a management plan. And I don't 
think the side that hollers the loudest or gets the most people at a meeting to 
get politics to change the sizes is the right way to go either. Because politics 
only looks at votes. I want to look at the biology with Bennie, and with LSU, 
and I want to look at the social and I want to look at the economic side. I want 
to make a recommendation that we do a 90-day emergency declaration where we allow 
8" harvest of eel catfish in the des Allemands area. I want to also make a 
notice of intent to continue that 90 days to go for one year. In that one year 
we are going to put a catfish task force together. We are going to make a 
catfish management plan. LSU is going to do their social/economic study, so is 
the Department. LSU is going to review the Department's data. The Department 
is going to review their own data and, uh, we already took the rotenone sample 
in September. We are going to take another rotenone sample next September, so 
we can put to rest this thing, if people fish 8" catfish, they ain't going to 
have no more catfish in the world. We are going to settle that question once and 
for all and when we do, if this can pass, my recommendation, the people that's 
going to fish this 8" catfish in the des Allemands area only, that was in that, 
uh. Well, we got the definition of the area, will have to have a special permit 
and it's going to cost $25.00. I'm going to Cell you pall, if the people that 
get this $25.00 permit gets caught outside the permit area, I'm going to be there 
the day you go to court. And I'm going to be asking the judge for the maximum 
penalty. So, if we are going to do this right it's going to be fair and 
equitable to everybody, because I don't want people misusing this permit. We are 
going to make it straight for everybody.

Commissioner Jones: What happens if you don't go to court with them?
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Commissioner Mialj evich: Well, I'll call him up on the phone. But, I
mean, I want this people to know I'm not going through all this time and trouble 
just to have it go to pot.

Commissioner Jones: Well, you made a statement now. You going to live up
to it?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, I will, if I pass a kidney stone like I did
the last time I won't be able to. By the way Mr. Jones, I brought you my stone. 
Let me show it to you. Pass that down.

Chairman Schneider: Are you finished with it?

Commissioner Mialjevich: No sir, not yet. I'm sorry.

Chairman Schneider: Are you finished with it?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh, I'm finished with it. I'm finished with that
stone. You better believe it. I'm finished with that baby. And, there is one 
more thing.

Commissioner Jones: That's one thing I don't want to touch coming from
you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: It will be valuable at some point in time. And,
also, along with the special permit for $25.00, you are going to have to make a 
monthly report. Don't miss it. Because they are going to go get your permit and 
you will be back to fishing 11" catfish. I mean, I'm, I want to be, I told the 
people on both sides at both meetings I'm going to be fair and equitable to 
everybody. Probably both sides are going to be mad at me today, but I don't 
care. I feel this is the best way to solve a 30 year problem. And I am going 
to tell the people from the des Allemands area right now, if LSU and the 
social/economic, and everything works out together one year from now, and this 
thing comes out that eel catfish have to be the size of a whale, you are going 
to be stuck with it. That's it. That's the best I can do. So, that's my 
presentation. I would like to make a motion that we declare an emergency, a 
declaration of emergency, to allow the, uh, on the special permit, that they can 
fish the 8" catfish in the area that's in the declaration of emergency.

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, can I get you to maybe hold that motion
until we maybe hear from the Department on your motion.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh sure, no problem.

Chairman Schneider: Could you hold that for me?

Commissioner Mialjevich: No problem. No problem. Cause we need to maybe
get some public comment, or whatever.

Commissioner Jones: Now wait a minute. Let's back up and see exactly what
you are proposing. What you want to do here? You are saying that you want to,
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I mean, I'm looking at a declaration of emergency in our little packet here, #7, 
where you've got Lake Salvador. There is one, two, three, four lakes down there.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Right. That's the same area that was in that 
study. If we don't do the same area, we'll be comparing apples and oranges.

Commissioner Jones: Excuse me. All right, now, but didn't you just say
you wanted to open it up in one lake.

Commissioner Mialjevich: No, no. I said in the des Allemands area. I was
referring to this area.

Commissioner J-o.nes: O.K. All right, well, that's, that's, I mean that
needs clarification there. des Allemands is a lake. All right.

Chairman Schneider: So you've really got one, two, three, four lakes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, it's the same study area they did the five
year study on. Its not including anything that wasn't included before.

Chairman Schneider: That's what we have data for Bennie?

Bennie Fontenot: Yes.

Chairman Schneider: O.K.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So we will be comparing apples to apples. That's
all.

Commissioner Cormier: Mr. Herring. Mr. Herring. Going along with the 
report that I read from your office and now this recommendation that Tee John 
has, does that seem feasible and equitable? Could we possibly end this now, if 
we were to do this?

Commissioner Jones: Well, obviously, we are not ending it for another 90 
days according to Tee John.

Commissioner Cormier: But, will it come back? Because in reading your 
report, I think its dated back some years, and it still hasn't been solved. 
Would it be solved as possibly what Tee John is saying on the end of one year 
now? If this report comes back the same as what it says here, 11" or 12", do you 
feel that it could be accomplished with what Tee John is recommending?

Mr. Herring: First, I don't think the biology of the catfish is going to 
change within a year, and information put in this report was something that had 
been collected over a long time and this is what size the catfish matures. So, 
we went along with what size the catfish matures biologically and this is what 
we had put in this report. So, that's what we have to live with. As far as 
finding out anything else, I don't think the catfish is going to change, the 
biology of the catfish, within a year. It's just whatever other data somebody 
else can come up with and what we can come up with. The biology part of it, the
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fish is not going to change. It's just whatever additional information we can 
come up with.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: Yes ~

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Herring? This may be a question directed to
Inland Fish Division. But, in your report it basically states the Department 
believes the 11 minimum length on channel catfish is the best recommendation it 
can make.

Mr. Herring: That's what we put in there.

Commissioner Jones: Has that changed?

Mr. Herring: No sir, that has not changed.

Commissioner Jones: And is this statement still the same? That the
Department, we do not support an 8" minimum length limit, the smallest legal mesh 
size of the hoop.

Mr. Herring: Biologically, we have

Commissioner Jones: So, that is still the recommendation of the Department
and Inland Fisheries?

Mr. Herring: That would still be the recommendation.

Commissioner Jones: Bennie, I have a question for you concerning, this
proposed wish is that uh, will opening up a catch of 8" catfish be a detriment 
to the eel catfish.

Bennie Fontenot: Yes. I think, the, the

Commissioner Mialjevich: In what way?

Commissioner Jones: Excuse me, I'm asking the questions right now.

Bennie Fontenot: You'll find if you keep harvesting these small fish, real
heavy, that at some point it's going to catch up and your recruitment's going to 
becoming very, very poor in that lake, and just as it showed when we did our 
study. You just can't keep banging fish that hard with a 1" mesh and keeping all 
these fish, that at some point your fisheries is going to start become erratic 
and start crashing. Your not going to make that fish disappear.

Commissioner Jones: Will we even know it in this 90 - day frame that he is
talking about?

Bennie Fontenot: No sir.
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Commissioner Jones: I mean, so chis will have no biological effect other
than be a detriment, but if it continued on it would have a biological detriment 
to the fish.

Bennie Fontenot: I'm not saying its going to cause a crash in 90 days
either, but, uh, I think ~

Commissioner Jones: I understand that.

Bennie Fontenot: I think an 11" in that area, just like in the rest of the
state, the fish go the same, its going the same, there's really no difference in 
them, that if there would be some adherence to the 11", you would have plenty 
fish coming into that.legal size that would support a stable fisheries year in 
and year out. I also, just to note, listening to the tapes from des Allemands 
and Belle River, they keep saying they have a special market for the little fish. 
That's the problem. They want to sell that little fish to this special market. 
Well, that's true, that's a fact. I'm not disputing that, but the main reason 
they want an 8", actually, they want it no inches but they said they could live 
with an 8, the main reason was they couldn't catch enough fish over 11" or over 
in Lake des Allemands. Well, if you keep hitting fish that hard and keeping 
everything you're going to run out of big fish. You are going to skim them out. 
Then you are going to start with the small fish, catching a lot. Then when you 
something, you're going to be in trouble. You're going to have to move and fish 
somewhere else. But then the fish will come back. It just causes that type of 
situation.

Chairman Schneider: Is that called pulse fishing?

Bennie Fontenot: I guess. You can say pulse. Long pulses?

Chairman Schneider: Would 90 days or one year be long enough to determine
whatever Tee John thinks he wants to determine on this? I understood it could 
be extended to a year, maybe I'm wrong. In other words, you're saying 90 days 
won't give information either way. In your interpretation.

Bennie Fontenot: You'll be gathering data but I don't think we could make
any kind of permanent evaluation or decision on 90 days.

Chairman Schneider: How long would it take?

Bennie Fontenot: Well, I, you, you, when you do a study you need to do, 
I'd say, three years, at least. Which we've done in the past, and I have 
confidence in the work we've done.

Chairman Schneider: Three years?

Bennie Fontenot: Well, it was a five year project. We sampled for three
years.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: Go ahead.
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Commissioner Jones: So, let me clarify my thinking in that it is your 
opinion and the Department's opinion that we should not do this. Is that correct 
Joe?

Mr. Fontenot: Sir, we will...

Secretary Herring: Whatever the Commission decides...

Mr. Fontenot: My recommendation is to keep an 11 inch.

Commissioner Jones: That is what I am, all right and it is also...

Mr. Fontenot: _..Now if you guys, if ya'll instruct us to do a study on 
whatever you want we will certainly abide by it.

Commissioner Jones: All right, I understand, I am asking for what your
recommendation is and that is not, but keep it 11 inches. The other question I 
have is that, if we do this, will this be to the detriment of the resource of the 
catfish?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, if they keep harvesting these little fish, I think it
will be.

Commissioner Jones: All right, so if we vote to do this, it is of ya'lls
opinion that we would be compromising the resource as opposed to being good 
stewards of it.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Commissioner Jones: Okay. So, its the department feel that what Tee
John's request is is compromising the resource, a request to compromise the well 
being of the resource.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Commissioner Jones: All right, thank you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask Mr...

Commissioner Cormier: Hold up, I got something.

Chairman Schneider: Ya'll can all, just one at a time though, go ahead.

Commissioner Cormier: Who first, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Schneider: Let Tee John because he had jumped in early. Go ahead
Tee John.

Commissioner Mialjevich: You know it is one way to say I catch shrimp and
another way to say I'm catching white shrimp or brown shrimp. I would like you 
to clarify a couple of your answers. First you say that there would be
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recruitment over fishing if they continue to harvest small fish, how long would 
it take if you couldn't see that in one year to see recruitment overfishing?

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, we noticed on the fish populations in that lake
there is a shortage of bigger fish.

Chairman Schneider: At the present time.

Mr. Fontenot: At the present time, yes sir. And, if you keep hitting in
what's there now and keep going into those shorter fish, it will happen.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But you don't have any idea how long, a year, a
hundred years, a million years?

Mr. Fontenot: No, Gary can you help me?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, let's get somebody that knows the biology
up here.

Mr. Fontenot: Now this boy is good in this stuff. He fools with it every 
day. I'm going to admit that I sit probably too much behind the desk.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And not too much in contact with your employees.

Mr. Gary Tilyou: As far as recruitment overfishing, when the project
started, well actually when we started looking at some of the data back in 1981, 
you had no recruitment problems. You had very high numbers of small fish. And 
that continued through about 1984 and even into 1985, 1985 is when we saw the 
changes start to take place. And, just things that were going around is that 
when the Florida people came in and that's when the push for these small fish 
really started. It started in 1986 and continuing through 1987 and we do not 
have any data for '88 or '89. You continued to see a recruitment problem. In 
1990, after approximately 10 months, 9 months of being off, we took another
rotenone sample and we had the recruits again.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Didn't you have a crash on your graph on landings
or recruitment or something?

Mr. Tilyou: Yes we did.

Commissioner Mialjevich: What did you, what did you target that as, the
reason?

Mr. Tilyou: The main reason was just it went from, let me give you a for
instance so people will know what I am talking about. des Allemands area, this 
is from the National Fisheries Marine Fisheries Service, that indicated I guess 
approximately 350 to 400,000 pounds per year coming out of the des Allemands 
area. In 1989 it went, in 1988 it went to 39,000 pounds and in 1989, it went to 
13,000 pounds.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: With your rotenone samples during those years, 
did you find that the perch and the blue cat and the other fish also declined in 
that lake at the same time as the eel cat?

Mr. Tilyou: Well unfortunately again we don't have '88 and '89 rotenone 
data. *

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well you do have rotenone data for that crash.
I saw the data, I had other people interpret your data and not only the eel cats 
crashed, the other fish crashed also. And the Florida people weren't fishing 
those fish. That's what I mean about the data.

Mr. Tilyou: Wq. don't have '88 and '89, I don't know what they were looking
at exactly.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well how do you, well on the landings, what was
the crash period?

Mr. Tilyou: '88 and '89.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And did they have a rotenone sample problem
before that that there was a lack of juveniles or fish?

Mr. Tilyou: Before '89?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes.

Mr. Tilyou: Yes, in '86 and '87.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And if we would fish every fish in a year class,
would you, would that show down the road in a rotenone sample?

Mr. Tilyou: Sure, it should unless you get mass migration which isn't, we
are getting some migration.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Now wait, everything I've been hearing is that
the fish is staying in des Allemands, not migrating.

Mr. Tilyou: They are staying in the area, they are staying in the area.

Commissioner Mialjevich: There is a lot of conflict in ya'lls data, that's
why we need this study, to study your data and let ya'll re-evaluate it because 
there is more problems than ya'll can have. The next thing is, in looking at 
ya'lls data, I saw where when they had no size limit, they had more large fish 
in the rotenone sample than when there was a size limit. Can you explain that?

Mr. Tilyou: No. Tee John?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes.

Mr. Tilyou: I can't explain with biology. I understand there was high
saltwater in those years. It is also my understanding that when you get high
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saltwater in Bayou des Allemands, it pushes fish that normally stays out close 
to the saltwater edge perhaps into the lake.

(
Commissioner Mialj evich: So they should of had an abundance instead of a

)•

Mr. Tilyou: Yes, you should, you should, exactly.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And another thing I want to clear up with Bennie
is, your decision to keep 11 inches is strictly on biology, not on social and not 
on economics. Am I correct? Your recommendation?

Mr. Fontenot: _Yes sir.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Strictly on biology?

Mr. Fontenot: ... protecting the resource.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Strictly on biology?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Now why do you want 11 inch Bennie when in the
minutes of the 198?, let me get it, in Grand Isle, in 1989 when they asked that 
when you came up with this guesstimate of 50 percent minimum length we were 
assured that we would have catfish on past another dinosaur age. You said in 
Lake des Allemands we found that 50 level of maturity with the channel cat was 
at 10 inches. So, why are you wanting an 11 inch catfish?

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, it was 10 inches plus, it wasn't, it was between
10 and 11 and...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well that is not what is in this minutes.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, but when you go on a statewide basis to have a uniform
regulations, the 10 plus was so close to the 11, you know...

Commissioner Mialjevich: At this point let's not talk about uniform
regulations because we are talking about a specific area.

Mr. Fontenot: Well I'm telling you why I did this, you asked me why I said
that. And I said that since it was 10 plus and so close to the state average, 
which had been accepted and working well, we are going with the 11. Its that 
simple.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We don't have uniform regulations for shrimp
openings in that so we could have a different regulation for catfish.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir. But the 10 plus was very close.

Commissioner Mialjevich: If we would have a separate zone for this area,
would you still say for 11 inches or would you go down to 10 inches and would you
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go down to 8 inches for Lake Maurepas being the data showed that, not having 
uniform.

Mr. Fontenot: The data also showed that the fisheries in Maurepas was
totally wiped out and is barely, it's making it's way back now, there is no 
question about it. ~

Commissioner Mialjevich: And what wiped it out?

Mr. Fontenot: I think the Florida fishermen...

Commissioner Mialj evich: Are they able to come back with their wire cages
any more?

Mr. Fontenot: No.

Commissioner Mialjevich: They are illegal, right?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir they sure are.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So we don't have to worry about that problem?

Mr. Fontenot: Well, they can come with 1 inch hoop nets.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, hey, a meteorite could hit the lake
tomorrow morning and won't have any fish or any people either.

Mr. Fontenot: They will be back, they'll be back.

Commissioner Mialjevich: That's the thing, we are talking about could.
Let's look at some data and that's why I want this study. Let's look at the 
data. And let me ask you a question Mr. Fontenot. How is the Department or this 
LSU going to gather any data on the economic value of catching a fish under 8 
inches in the des Allemands area if the fishery is closed to 8 inch fishery? 
What are they going to do, like I ask you how much shrimp, how much fish under 
11 inches caught and you don't know. We can't get it from Enforcement because 
they don't know, so what are you going to figure it on?. You got to have an open 
fishery if you are going to figure it.

Mr. Fontenot: Sir, if I think a study of that magnitude will be detriment
to the resource, if we are going to do this before we learn, I wouldn't, I 
wouldn't ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: My question is explain to me how you are going
to learn if you don't do it? Find a way for the Economist guy to go and get the 
economics of it if it isn't done.

Mr. Tilyou: We do know what that fish is worth and we do know what that
fish would be worth if we let it grow and we can estimate the potential yield.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Why we always got to estimate and we can't do
anything in reality?
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Mr. Tilyou: Why we have to estimate how much they might bring in each
year?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes. I'm going to tell you what, I'm going to
look over all of ya'lls salaries and I am going to start estimating ya'll check 
every month and see if ya'll ... ~"

Chairman Schneider: All right, let's hold it down, let's hold it down.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I have one more question. One more question
about this overfishing. In a National Magazine, National Fishing Magazine, Mr. 
Bennie Fontenot was quoted, you're not going to wipe out a fish population, so, 
we are not going to wipe it out if we got a 90 day or a 90 year declaration. It 
can sustain itself with growth overfishing, nothing about juvenile overfishing 
or recruitment overfishing. It can sustain itself with growth overfishing but 
the fish will become smaller and you will harvest less pounds. Is that a true 
statement?

Mr. Fontenot: That's, that's a true statement, but, but, we're at the 50
percent level now. So we're harvesting a very ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: In des Allemands, you are at 65 percent with 11
inch level.

Mr. Fontenot: No sir.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Fifty percent would be a 10 inch fish in des
Allemands. I got the minutes.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, 10 inch plus, 10 inch plus.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I got the minutes.

Mr. Fontenot: What was it Gary 10 what?

Mr. Tilyou: It's right at 10.

Chairman Schneider: Let me...

Commissioner Mialjevich: I mean, I mean, I'm trying to show the audience
and other Commissioners that even your own interpretation of the data is faulty. 
You not consistent Bennie. You come to my house and you tell me a one inch would 
grade something, you give me a paper and say a one inch net will grade 8.9 inch 
fish. Your people send me a paper say a 7 to 8 inch fish. Ya'll got to get your 
own story together. I'm trying to help ya'll get some good data, some good 
social economic.

Mr. Fontenot: A one inch will grade around, around, around 8 inches.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well you said 8.9 in this paper you sent me.

Mr. Fontenot: I didn't say it, the paper said that...
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Commissioner Mialjevich: You didn't say it, the paper said it.

Mr. Fontenot: Well I'm repeating what the paper said.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh lord.

Chairman Schneider: Let me ask you a question Tee John and Bennie,...

Mr. Fontenot: You know a one inch, this study showed 8.9, that doesn't
mean you won't get 7 or 8 inch fish in a net.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Bennie, do you have a stock assessment of
catfish, eel catfish-.or any at all?

Mr. Fontenot: Not a stock assessment per se, is what they do in the Gulf
in those open waters. No.

Commissioner Mialjevich: No. That's all I want. Do you have a virtual
population analysis of the catfish?

Mr. Fontenot: Well, we can look at our rotenone data and estimate what's
in that lake at the time...

Commissioner Mialjevich: I'm asking if you got it, not if you are going
to look or intend to look ...

Mr. Fontenot: We have rotenone data on it, yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: You have a virtual population analysis, is it on
a piece of paper we can see right now?

Mr. Fontenot: No, no, we don't.

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right, yes or no. Do you have an estimate
of the fish in their natural mortality by age groups?

Mr. Fontenot: Natural mortality?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, of fishing and natural or, either or by age
groups.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes, Gary?

Mr. Tilyou: Well, because of the directive you gave us, I guess it was in 
July or something to have it ready for November, we are working on that.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, if I wouldn't have gave the directive, you
never would have got it? Okay that's enough. Do you have, do you know the 
spawning stock biomass of the catfish, any catfish species?

Mr. Tilyou: No we are not working on that now. We are getting to that.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay, because of my directive. Do we have a 
spawning stock biomass per recruitment?

Mr. Tilyou: No.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Not yet. If I wouldn't have said nothing and 
gave a directive would you have ever worked on this or ya'll would have continued 
to let politics dictate the size of catfish?

Mr. Tilyou: We don't think politics is dictating the size and to say that 
you can manage it different ways is true. I think we sent you a memo saying you 
can manage this fish in different ways.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But that is all, all ya'll do is reinforce your 
statement, 11 inch. You are not looking to manage it another way. You are just 
gathering data to reinforce your position. I don't call that managing another 
way.

Mr. Tilyou: But we are now because of the ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: But what I'm proposing will look at ultimate
management plans. What I'm proposing will get this data that we need to make a 
decision on the safe harvest of catfish and yet ya'll are saying ya'll are 
against, I want to know if you are against my plan to look into this indepth and 
make it work and find a final solution. Or are ya'll just going to stick to I 
want an 11 inch, I don't care, which is it going to be?

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, we'll, we'll do more studies if that is what I am
directed to do.

Commissioner Mialjevich: No, Mr. Joe Herring said in a letter on September
22, that was sent out to the Chairman, the Department believes the 11 inch 
minimum length on channel catfish is the best recommendation it could make.

Mr. Fontenot: That's correct.

Commissioner Mialjevich: He didn't say by biology, he didn't say by
economics, he didn't say by social.

Mr. Fontenot: By biology.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We feel, well it's not in the line, it's not in
the sentence, say what you mean and mean what you say.

Mr. Fontenot: I'm talking biology.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We feel sufficient studies have already been
conducted and do not propose further investigation. And, you give me no answers 
to everything that's necessary to manage a fishery.

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, Tee John, let me jump in here for a second?
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Chairman Schneider: We got a, I think, I think there seems to be enough 
concern that we probably, a Task Force and a management plan would be in order. 
What I'm concerned about is the question that Bert brought up, in any study that 
we do should we allow the resource, the potential to be harmed while we are doing 
the study. And I don't know that you would like that to happen.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And it won't happen in one year, the man said 
himself.

Chairman Schneider: Wait a minute, hear me out. I don't know whether we 
can get the requisite data in one year to answer the questions that you just 
brought up, and you brought up some good ones. My next question of Bennie and 
you ...

Commissioner Jones: How are we going to pay for it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: . . . can we, well we haven't got to how we pay for 
it, but can we design a study because apparently the type of study the way it's 
going to be carried out is more important right now than whether or not we do 
one. Okay? Is there, is there some way Bennie, can you and the staff and Tee 
John and anybody else, LSU or anybody else that ya'll want to include in this 
design a study that will not harm the resource as it is going on and will give 
us the data that we need to make a management plan. That's a big question and 
that is my main question.

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir.

Chairman Schneider: Is that possible?

Mr. Fontenot: Yes sir. We can do that and if you want us to get back and 
shift most of my divisions resources in that, if that is what I'm directed to do, 
I'll certainly do it.

Chairman Schneider: You know, because Tee John did bring up some good 
points of some data that we probably need and we don't have. What, I mean, how 
long would it take you guys to get together in a meeting of the minds and design 
a study that, well we wouldn't argue about the study, we would go ahead and 
decide how we are going to do it and then make sure we have the money and staff 
to do it and then do it and made sure it made sense. Because if we are going to 
answer a 30 or 40 year question, Tee John, we want to do it right.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, we can't do it in one year.

Chairman Schneider: And, so I, you know, maybe we ought to appoint a Task 
Force to look at the study or can you and Tee John work it out without coming to 
blows?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Y e s , let's bring this ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: I'm sure, I'm sure, it won't come to blows...

Mr. Fontenot: Well, let me
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Chairman Schneider: Because I chink, I think there is enough fundamental
questions by everybody now that I am not ready to vote on anything right now. 
I want more information, but I don't want to damage this resource while we're 
getting it and I don't think Tee John does either.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But you're not going"to damage it.

Chairman Schneider: Well we don't know that.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well he said we won't see it in one year, so how
little damage you going to do that don't show up in one year Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: I don't know, there are some questions here that need
to be answered. Maybe you can help us out.

Mr. Fontenot: Let me say this, I was just talking with Gary and he said,
we don't have to do that much data collecting, he said we have new ways to do 
data analysis, we have a lot of data now and that is what we are presently doing. 
We are going through all of our, the data we've collected and what we're trying 
to collect between now and December. Let us look at that and put that together 
and sit with Tee John and, if ya'll want a Task Force, that's fine. If you think 
we need to design a whole other study after we do what we have now, well, if I'm 
directed to do that, I'll do it. But this this meeting was jumped up a month, 
we were trying to have a lot more done for ya'll, but there is no way we could've 
had it until until next month. And then next month was really pushing it, 
pushing it hard.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Can I ask one question?

Chairman Schneider: J.B. had something he wanted to say. Go ahead J.B.

Commissioner Cormier: I don't want to question the biological data because
the biological data you got to get. Bottom line is I think, I'm just like, I 
support Tee John for that and I support the Chairman in the fact that we have to 
get some recent data. Data change every day. We need something more recent, you 
just mentioned there is some more innovative ways of now of us forming...

Mr. Fontenot: We are looking at it other ways, but I think your fish are
not going to change their growth. I think the study that we did, that 5 year 
study, when we did that and we thought these were stunted and we thought they 
spawned at a different earlier age, we met with these people and they said that 
if after your study, if you show they're, if, I told them that if they're stunted 
and they're spawning real small, I'm going to recommend we keep that size off or 
lower it. They all agreed. That didn't happen, so we had no choice but to put 
it back. And I think it's a good study and I firmly believe that if these fish 
are harvested legal means at 11 inch, that you are going to have a static 
fisheries in that lake, you're going to have a good fishery from month to month, 
they are going to harvest more fish per actual pounds. I further believe that 
if there is a lot of illegal harvest, if they don't cull fish, if they keep 
hitting what's left in there now, that it will be detrimental. And I want to 
make that clear to everybody in this room. I stand by what we know so far. Now 
if ya'll want us to keep going and going and going, we will do it.
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Commissioner Cormier: Well we're not, hold up we're not, but you hit on
the key what I want to ask. I was saying, I'm not concerned right now with the 
biological data, I'm concerned with what you just mentioned, the illegality the 
illegal capture of this fish right now. I would like to direct a question to 
Colonel Vidrine. Colonel? Tee John want to go with a 90 day permit. Now, I 
know what now they are harvesting it illegal. ~

Col. Winton Vidrine: Correct.

Commissioner Cormier: And you can't, you can't really adequately enforce
it, can you?

Col. Vidrine: -..Well we are trying.

Commissioner Cormier: You're trying, I know you're trying. By all means,
I know you're trying. But what I'm asking, I guess what I would like to get to 
is that we are losing it right now. They are over, and Bennie said if they don't 
harvest it illegal, then it will the resource will improve. I'm guess what I 
would like to ask you Colonel, is a hypothetical question. Would if we were to 
say 90 days permit, would you think maybe those that would get permitted would 
report the illegal ones and maybe we could cut down on some of the illegalities. 
Would you think that scenario would work, that's the only question I'm trying to 
get answered in my mind.

Commissioner Mialjevich: That's a good one, that would be peer pressure.

Commissioner Cormier: You know, it is like a peer pressure type thing.
If we permit it, then maybe the one who is actually part of the study will see 
to it that it is done legitimately maybe. What do you think? It will take us 
a year or two for us to come with the study, that has nothing to do with the 
study, that has nothing to do with the fact that it may wind up being 12 inches 
when they come back. That has nothing to do with that. I am concerned right now 
on how would that affect you and your men in trying to enforce this?

Col. Vidrine: Well, we would have to put more people in that particular
area, in the surrounding area to keep these fishermen from going into that 
particular area, into the other areas that are not permitted.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Right.

Col. Vidrine: That is going to be what we are going to have to put our
emphasis on.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think with the cooperation from the people in
Belle River and Pierre Part to help you enforce it and report those people 
because I don't want them going over there outlawing fish in their area. That 
was one of the big concerns at that meeting that I was with them and I promised 
them we would try and stop any illegal fishing in their area. And, by the way 
being you're here, I was going to ask you to come up later, I would request 
officially, as a Commissioner, any and all catfish violations, no matter what 
species in any part of the state, that a copy be sent to me. Because I want to 
keep close tabs on it, if that is allowable.
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Col. Vidrine: On all citations issued?

Chairman Schneider: You want a copy of all the citations?

Commissioner Mialjevich: All the catfish violations. Now if it is a boat
number, no. It's over the limit, under the size, whatever, fishing without a 
license, everyone I want because I'm going to keep a good track on it the next 
year.

Col. Vidrine: You want it on a monthly basis?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Any kind of way that is the most convenient to
you, I'm not that pushy and I would appreciate it.

Col. Vidrine: We can furnish you that.

Commissioner Jones: How big is your mailbox?

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well they got this little yellow card, they say 
it's too big for your mailbox, come pick it up in person. Are ya'll finished 
with Mr. Vidrine, I got one more question to ask Bennie.

Commissioner Jones: No, I got a couple of more questions.

Chairman Schneider: I'm sure there are more questions. Go ahead, one at
a time please.

Commissioner Mialj evich: I guess for Mr. Vidrine.

Chairman Schneider: You had a question, go ahead.

Commissioner Jones: Yes, Colonel Vidrine, do you think that having a 90
day special season on smaller catfish will make enforcement's job tougher 
throughout the state?

Col. Vidrine: We'll have to put more emphasis on it, yes on these
violations.

Commissioner Jones: So in other words, doing this special 90 day permitted
season on undersized catfish as we perceive them to be now will create a hardship 
on the Enforcement Division. We will have to sacrifice in other areas to enforce 
the new law there?

Col. Vidrine: Probably so.

Commissioner Jones: So

Col. Vidrine: Well, let me say we won't have to worry about the Bayou des
Allemands area, we will have the rest of the state to worry about.

Commissioner Jones: With the exception of one person right?
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Col. Vidrine: Correct.

Commissioner Jones: All right. Okay, so from ease of doing business, it 
would certainly not be in the best interest of the Enforcement Division to have 
this special 90 day season. Is that accurate or inaccurate?

Col. Vidrine: We will have to put more emphasis into patrolling that area 
to keep these people within the boundaries of that area.

Commissioner Jones: The surrounding areas... if we permit this area for 
certain fishermen, if they have permits and they are on the other side of the 
state, how would we prove that they did not catch them out of des Allemands?

Col. Vidrine: You would actually have to see them.

Commissioner Jones: No, that is a legitimate question. In other words, 
if I come down here and I want to go catfishing and I decide I want to catch some 
undersized catfish and I'm permitted in that area and I, I mean, my truck drove 
all the way from Ruston today, if I have catfish in there in Alexandria, how are 
you going to tell me that I didn't catch them from up there if you don't catch 
me in the boat?

Col. Vidrine: I would have to see you doing it and if you tell me that 
fish came from the des Allemands area, then I'm going to have to prove that it 
didn't or it did, you know. The burden of proof is going to be on me, on the 
officer.

Commissioner Jones: So, I mean there is a legitimate, I mean if you wanted 
catch undersized catfish where there are obviously more of them because they 
haven't had as much pressure as the des Allemands area and you got some and you 
had a permit you could be fishing elsewhere as long as you weren't caught in the 
water, it would be pretty tough to prosecute. Is that accurate?

Col. Vidrine: Right, once you get...

Commissioner Jones: Is that one of the reasons we have kind of a statewide 
universal (end of tape)

(Beginning of Side 3) Col. Winton Vidrine: ...Uniform size limits are a 
lot easier to enforce than different particular areas if a particular area is 
open to, it works whether it is fish or ducks or doves or what have you. From 
a law enforcement standpoint anytime you have the whole area with the same 
uniform size limits or what have you, it makes it easier on enforcing the 
regulations, yes.

Commissioner Jones: Okay, so my conclusion, it's going to make your job 
tougher, it's going to make statewide enforcement tougher and harder to enforce 
the law as it is written.

Col. Vidrine: We'll have to put more and more people in that area.
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Commissioner Jones: Thank you. Joe, I've heard chat shooting spotted 
fawns makes real good eating places , could I get a study on spotted fawns? I've 
got a question to the Secretary and I know that you probably can't answer that, 
but do you have any idea what the cost incurred on regulating a special season, 
permitted season along with collecting the data and information would be. I know 
that once again, we are going to be under serious budget restrictions and 
probably budget cuts, how are we going to pay for what the request are on the 
table today and two, do we know how much it'll cost?

Secretary Herring: Mr. Jones, right now, I couldn't tell you what it is 
going to cost. We are going to have to come up with the work plan as Tee John 
has pointed out should this pass. And, from that work plan then see what it is 
going, how many man days and how much equipment it is going to take in that and 
naturally we got equipment in other places we can use. But the whole problem is 
that everything is more or less on an itemized thing in our budget is what we can 
transfer from one study to another study through our budget system to do and that 
is what we would have to do there. So, I don't think we can just say it is going 
to cost a hundred thousand dollars or two hundred thousand dollars right now and 
come up with a figure on that. We are going to have to get the study as Tee John 
outlined it and see what the manpower is going to be and go from there and then 
see where money is going to come from, whether we are going to apply for some 
kind of federal grant, or get LSU to cooperate in it with what they have and see 
if we can get some cooperation from somewhere else. You just don't come up with 
a new project and have money for it.

Commissioner Jones: Well that was my question, I know that we are under 
serious restraints within our budget, so if we decide to go in this direction, 
something else is going to suffer that we already have planned and on the docket, 
is that accurate?

Secretary Herring: Well yes , we are going to have to transfer some things. 
No matter what you change, we got to change from one area to another, any new 
project you got to change from one to another.

Commissioner Jones: All right, so biologically the Department stands 
against it, on the Enforcement side, our Enforcement Division feels like it would 
be to the detriment or tough to enforce and from the economic aspect of doing 
such a study and work, it would be to the detriment of the Department also. I 
would like to know what else there is?

Chairman Schneider: Well, okay, I think we had two Senators in the area. 
Senator Ron Landry and Senator Louis Lambert. Did ya'll have any words of wisdom 
for us while we deliberate? Maybe you can make us smart.

Senator Ron Landry: Good morning, I am Senator Ron Landry ...

Chairman Schneider: Thank you for coming.

Senator Landry: ...representing District 19, thank you for having me. 
Senator Lambert, Senator-Elect Lambert had to leave, he was

Chairman Schneider: He was the lucky one, huh?
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Senator Landry: ... no, he had to leave. He's not, he hasn't been sworn 
in yet. So, I will speak for the legislature, the delegation in that area. 
Basically, I've been in office almost 20 years. And, I've heard a lot of things 
said about catfish,...

Chairman Schneider: I bet you have. ~

Senator Landry: . . . small catfish. I've seen it where for almost 8 years, 
not 5 years, there was a study conducted for five years, but because of 
unconstitutionality of some of our Wildlife and Fisheries laws, it was actually 
a period of 8 years that this area was fished with no size limit. They still had 
fish in that area. The studies done by the Department were to look at whether 
or not the fish were -stunted, that's all. Now you've got a situation here where 
you've got an eel cat that you're basing the management system on 50 percent 
sexual maturity. The blue cats you do not manage that way. The yellow cat you 
do not manage that way. I don't think it is the right way to manage a fishing 
area. I heard a comment that fish are alike all over the state, that is not 
correct. The des Allemands area, the fishermen fish cans a lot and they placed 
a lot of cans and it's protected breeding ground for these small fish that you 
don't have in other areas of the state. Like I said, I've been here 19 years in 
the legislature and I've seen the fishing industry hurt when we went back to 11 
inches in that area. I saw processing plants go out of business, people losing 
jobs. You know, it is important to preserve our resources and I'm for that. 
I've always stood for that, but we can manage them a better way. Fifty percent 
sexual maturity is just a concept that the biologist have come up with. They 
have nothing to back it up with. They really do not. They don't know what kind 
of resource you have out there. And, there is no way you can destroy that 
fishing industry if you put it at 8 inches in one year. How can it be a 
detriment if it was fished for 8 years no size limit, and you still have fish? 
If you go out there with the fishermen, he will pull that hoop net up and when 
you see it's full and 80 to 90 percent, I mean the net is full, 80 to 90 percent 
of that net is fish under 11 inches, 80 to 90 percent. You tell me how you can 
make a living trying to sort out the 10 or 20 percent legal size fish. And, let 
me cell you something, the Department talks about well you are going to grow 
bigger fish, you know, the people in that area do not fish the bigger fish. 
Those fish spawn because, there is no pressure on those big fish. They fish the 
small fish. Those that fish, I'm sure that the biologist can say it, that they 
spawn a lot more eggs probably more fertile eggs. How do you manage redfish? 
You say, well you can only catch one that's a certain size. This area has 
traditionally fished the small fish and they've traditionally put those cans out 
to get that protected breeding ground. It is not like the rest of the state. 
It is really not like the rest of the state.

Chairman Schneider: When you say this area, are you talking about that?

Senator Landry: That whole area, des Allemands, Cataouatche, that area 
that we are talking about there, the des Allemands area, generally referred to 
as the des Allemands area. You know and when you talk about enforcement, we 
enforce shrimp zones, we've got a lot of that around. And let me tell you just 
through my little experience, when you look at the amount of Wildlife and 
Fisheries agents that are required in that area to just deal with a court case 
on undersized fish because they've got to count them, they've got to measure
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them, and all those agents, maybe 7, 8 or 10 are sitting in court rooms half the 
time where they could be out enforcing the laws if you made this in this area, 
made it 8 inches you wouldn't have as many violators. Not to say you are never 
going to have any more violators, chat would be absurd, you are going to have 
some people that will violate, not get the permit and try and fish. But you 
would not have all of these agents tied up in the court rooms like they are right 
now counting small fish. Because when a man pulls up his net, he won't have to 
sort through 80 percent of his net to get 20 percent legal fish. I'd urge you 
to go ahead and vote for this 90 day Emergency Rule to reduce the size limit to 
8 inches in that area. I've seen this area hurt tremendously economically 
because of the 11 inch size limit and I think you can extend that and start the 
study that Tee John is talking about, get proper biological data is how you can 
manage this resourcê ..,. Fifty percent just happens to be something taken out of 
the air. There is not another state that I know of that manages catfish at 50 
percent sexual maturity. Maybe the biologist can tell me that there is another 
state, but I know of none because a lot of states don't even have size limits on 
catfish. And, I'm not here recommending that because I think we need to protect 
our resource. But first of all, why put people out of business. Let's get the 
proper data so that we can properly manage this catfish. And thank you for 
listening to me.

Chairman Schneider: Thank you. Have ya'll decided anything in that corner 
over there that everybody can live with. Why don't you let me and the rest of 
us in on it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think we can go with a 90 day and get what we 
need for the social and economic to start with and put our Task Force together 
and our management together and let them go from there because that rotenone 
study was done in September and I don't want it to get too far away from when we 
start so we got something good to compare with. When was the rotenone study 
done, September the what?

Mr. Fontenot: It was about the second week of September I think.

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right and we are in the first week of 
October, so that is only two weeks ago, right? So we are close because if you 
go into December to do this, then you've done lost three months away from that 
one year to your next rotenone study. Let's get us some good data and go with 
it.

Chairman Schneider: Yes sir.

Senator Landry: Let me, excuse me, I apologize, Senator Landry again. 
There was something I think needs to be done with this studies. I don't even 
know about the study that was done two weeks ago, I think you need to be 
scientifically correct and I am not a biologist ...

Chairman Schneider: That is what I am concerned about.

Senator Landry: . . . but to be scientifically correct you need to take into 
consideration all the factors that affect the location of that fish. I fished 
a lot in my time, sports fishing but not commercial, but I can tell you one
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thing, salinity affects the location of the fish, water temperature and I mean, 
and the biologist ought to be able to give us a few more that ought to affect the 
and all of that ought to be done. When you take the test take the water quality, 
see if there are any unusual chemicals, what the salinity is and what the 
temperature of the water is. Do it properly so that you have data that will 
stand up. And, I'm just sorry I wanted to make that* suggestion. Thank you.

Chairman Schneider: Thank you. Bennie what, do you have any remarks on
what ya'll decided over there in the corner?

Mr. Fontenot: No sir, I have no remarks.

Commissioner Vuj.novich: Jeff?

Chairman Schneider: What, I never did hear what ya'll decided? Yes, go
ahead.

Commissioner Vujnovich: Ladies and gentlemen, I'm an old timer from
Barataria Bay area, I've been out there since I was 12 years old and that is 
exactly 60 years. And over here, I'm hearing all these reports and all this talk 
and I think our biggest enemy for the catfish is the saltwater intrusion. The 
reason I say this is when I was a youngster my father built a camp in Red Fish 
Bayou on the west side of Barataria Bay. They had an old timer in a little camp 
across the bayou and he threw his trawl over board in the month of November and 
he could not pick it up. So, myself and a couple of my people, we went to give 
him a hand. That trawl was full of freshwater catfish, he had maybe a thousand 
or two thousand pound of catfish and at that time we were bringing oysters to 
Barrack Street walk. Well I loaded up four or five oyster baskets and threw them 
on the boat because we happened to be going in that day and I can tell you this 
much. When these catfish hit Barrack Street walk, well everybody had a party ( 

) help unload the oyster. And what I wanted to say is this, since then I have 
never seen any catfish. Now this year, last year, I seen one freshwater catfish 
I caught on my oyster lease in the dredge, that is in Hackberry Bay and Grand 
Bayou and I can tell you this Bennie, if ya'll make this study make a study about 
saltwater intrusion because I'm an oyster man and I can tell you this, the 
saltwater is coming in. We can thank God that we got Freshwater Diversion but 
the saltwater is coming. In Creole Bay, Monday it was 22 + and that is the 
saltiest I've seen it in many a year. So, when making this study please check 
the salinity of the water and see what is happening, what is going to happen to 
our catfish. Thank you.

Mr. Fontenot: Thank you Captain Pete, I agree with you.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, and that's something our vote up here anytime
is not going to change. Tee John, I always like to feel comfortable before I 
vote on something and I just don't have a comfortable feeling about this either 
way and it has nothing to do and so I just have an uncomfortable feeling about 
voting on a proposal that I'm not sure is going to tell us what we want to know 
and is not going to be long and may not be sufficient and I would rather see 
everybody agree on what we do if we do it to do it right. And, I got an un, you 
know, and I'm hoping that maybe we can come to a meeting of the minds as to, I 
think everybody agrees we need to look at this again and I don't think anybody
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disagrees with that and I think there only disagreement is to be how the study 
is conducted and what it's suppose to tell us. And, I'm hoping that maybe that 
can be, maybe we ought to take a break for lunch and come back and let ya'll 
report back. Maybe ya'll can get together over lunch and hash it out.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let me ask Bennie one*question, we might be able
to settle it right now. Bennie, ya'll got good biology, we are going to use it. 
I am not trying to dun you or anything and I know you got to stand up for your 
beliefs and I got to stand up for my economic and social beliefs. If we don't 
have it open at anytime at all during the study, we are not going to be able to 
measure the economic factor or their catfish in their part of the state that is 
selling this catfish in other part of the state has on it. All we are going to 
be able to do is guess,. They might change to a nickel a pound in the price or 
two dollars a pound. I have no idea. We can't measure that without having an 
opening. Now, ...

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, can I interrupt you for a second, we have
an Economist in the back of the room. Maybe we ought to ask him.

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, I was fixing to tell you I am not an Economist.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Now wait, let me, I'm just

Chairman Schneider: We got one sitting back there, I see him.

Commissioner Mialjevich: You are saying it is going to be detrimental to
the resource and I'm saying a short term loss to solve a 30 year, to get a 30 
year solution is worth a short term loss. On a range from 1 to 10, being you 
already stated in one year you wouldn't see, you couldn't tell how much damage 
was done, on a range from 1 to 10, how much damage you think would be done in 90 
days.

Mr. Fontenot: Tee John, I am not going to try to answer that

Commissioner Mialjevich: Why not?

Mr. Fontenot: because I can't, I can not answer that.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, there could be no damage.

Mr. Fontenot: All I can tell you is that if you continue harvesting these
little fish ...

Commissioner Mialjevich: But just for 90 days, you are talking about
forever until the dinosaurs come back.

Mr. Fontenot: If you do this another 90 days, the fish won't disappear.

Commissioner Mialjevich: All right.

Mr. Fontenot: You know, I'm telling you that.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: And we will get some good data because right now
they are outlawing the fish and we have no data.

Mr. Fontenot: You are going down, you're going down.

Commissioner Mialjevich: They have no data, they did it for five years and
the fishery didn't disappear. I'm asking for 90 days.

Mr. Fontenot: No, it won't disappear.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And right now I want a permit, if you are going
to go fish and you're going to get a permit and you're going to let me know what 
you caught for them_three months, every month, or we are going to take your 
permit away. Right now, they are catching the fish, they're hurting the resource 
and we're not getting any data, we're not going to be able to settle this 
solution, it's going to be in Baton Rouge and it will be up here again in another 
6 months, it will be down in the bayou in another year, I want a permanent 
solution and I think I have the way to do it. I need 90 days of open fishery to 
do it. On a range from 1 to 10 how much damage would 90 days do?

Mr. Fontenot: I can't answer that Tee John. All I can tell you is that
it's working towards that way. I don't know what it will do in 90 days.

Commissioner Mialjevich: 90 days is not going to bring the end of the
world. Five years didn't bring the end of the world.

Mr. Fontenot: That's correct. But I, I can not...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Do you understand my point?

Chairman Schneider: I understand both of ya'lls point.

Secretary Herring: Let me, let me kind of, I'm going to have to take up
for Bennie because we know probably how many commercial licenses sold in that 
area, we know probably how many people fish, but we can't predict how many is 
going to fish in that area, should this happen.

Commissioner Mialjevich: ( ) will have to get a permit.

Secretary Herring: So, that is what I say, so we really, you come up and
say how is it going to affect it, we don't even know what the catch is going to 
be yet. I mean, the only thing you can do is go into it and find out. But 
sitting here and saying you are going to have x number of fishermen and x pounds 
of fish caught, I don't think anybody in this room can tell us and we got a lot 
of people that has been fishing all their life out there and I don't think 
anybody can answer that question and we got people looking. So, I don't think 
we can answer that question, the only you are going to find out is to go into it 
and look into it. But I don't think...

Commissioner Mialjevich: The only way is to open the fishing with a permit
to find out how much they are catching.
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Secretary Herring: ... I don't think we can predict what is going to
happen ...

Mr. Fontenot: That might be like striking your last match to see if it
works, I don't know.

Commissioner Mialjevich: The last match, come on Bennie, five years didn't
collapse the fishery.

Chairman Schneider: Farhad, I would like to call on our resident
e c o n o m i s t , Farhad, would you please come up here? I saw you hiding back there 
and we are not going to let you hide any longer. Today is earn your pay day.

- - > •

Mr. Farhad Miami: Good morning.

Chairman Schneider: Farhad, we are concerned, Chairman Mialjevich is
wondering what is necessary to interpolate the economic and social value of a 
fishery. Is there any way that you guys can do that with any realm of accuracy, 
confidence interval that is meaningful based on the data that we have and, you 
know, any projections based on what we have know and what is reasonable 
assumptions. I know you got to work with certain assumptions.

Mr. Miami: Well sir, there are several factors involved here. First of
all, we don't know

Chairman Schneider: Hold on one second, can I ask the Commissioners, hold
down please, give we, let's pay close attention because we had a lot of 
discussion about economic and social thing and Farhad is going to answer some of 
these questions for us. Go ahead.

Mr. Miami: I am not sure if I could answer some of the questions, but I
could respond to some of the concerns.

Chairman Schneider: Well maybe you could confuse us more then.

Mr. Miami: At this point, we don't know what kind of data and information
we will have available to us. And, the quality of the study would be as good as 
the type of data we insert. Now we have done some preliminary analysis, we have 
conducted a couple of, well, we have put together two types of surveys so far. 
One going to the fishermen specifically, one going to potential dealers. Now, 
we have asked in these questionnaires about the type, quantity and the value of 
the fish they have sold in previous years. If these fish that they have sold 
were undersized, we are at their mercy to report to us if they have sold any 
undersized fish.

Commissioner Jones: Are you trying to say that we don't know how much
marijuana would cost if it were legal, kind of the same scenario? In other 
words,

Mr. Miami: I wish I had a crystal ball to answer all your questions. 
However, I am trying to be very honest and we would like to do good work. We 
have showed our questionnaire to the Economist at LSU, we have received some feed

26



back and we have worked on those concerns and all I can tell you is we do our 
best to put together the type of analysis that we could have to help you out in 
making your decision. Also, I would like to mention that any kind of analysis 
we come up with, it has to be in conjunction with the biological data. In other 
words, you could sell all the catfish you want this year and make a whole lot of 
money, but the question that if the catfish is there next year or the year after 
to sell, we need to be able to answer that too.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask you a question?

Mr. Miami: Please.

Commissioner Mialjevich: If right, I allured to, you are only going to be 
able to guess how much undersized fish that under 11 inches being sold now. You 
are worried about getting good data, would a 90 day period with a permit where 
they would have to report their harvest with the penalty of taking their permit 
away if they don't give you good data to know how much of that catfish is 
harvested and what the value is and if it is one or two or three dollars return 
on every dollar catfish caught. Is it better to have that kind of data than 
guessing?

Mr. Miami: If we have good response rate to our survey.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But I am not talking about a survey. I'm talking 
about if these guys want to fish for 90 days, they got to get a permit and they 
are going to get a piece of paper, they got to put what they catch and have, what 
they call that, a report. You are going to get the data, what they caught and 
sold.

Mr. Miami: That's correct.

Commissioner Mialjevich: In your hand from this permit, not from your
questionnaire.

Mr. Miami: What we will have based on the information we could provide is
what kind of market that undersized or limited size catfish will have.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, but without that kind of data, how can you
figure the market?

Mr. Miami: I'm sorry, could you say that again?

Commissioner Mialjevich: If you don't have this data from this permit
system for 90 days, how are you going to figure the market, you're going to 
guess?

Mr. Miami: I hate to say that I guess, but I guess that is what I do.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So in reality, to have 90 days of good data on 
a report that goes with the permit would give you some real good data to work 
with.
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Mr. Miami: The 90 days information would provide us with enough 
information to come up with what information on what kind of market this specific 
size catfish would have. However, as I mentioned earlier, a good economic, 
social/economic analysis needs to be in conjunction with biological analysis.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let me ask you a question also. With this 90 
days of data, would you be able to see if there was any change in price reflected 
on the people outside of that area in the whole state?

Mr. Miami: That is a tricky question sir.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't want to trick you.

Mr. Miami: No, no, I understand.

Commissioner Mialjevich: It's so, des Allemands is making money, what if 
the other guys aren't because of this, I want to know. I want to know if it 
hurts them.

Mr. Miami: It would be difficult to do that in 90 days in light of the 
fact that we don't know where the potential markets are. We have to identify the 
potential markets if they are in east coast, for example New York, Florida and 
if the catfish is sold over there. One of the question we are asking in our 
dealers questionnaire is that why they have not approached an aquaculture 
industry in order to get small sized catfish. So, with that in mind, we would 
like to know if it is too costly to obtain small sized catfish from aquaculture 
industry and maybe there is an avenue there.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, well also, you know, if they are going to 
catch that little fish in des Allemands and sell it, is that going to affect 
their filet market in other parts of the state. I want to know because when we 
do this, I'm serious, dead serious, this is going to be the end of all this. 
And, if it comes out a whale for the size of catfish for everybody, they all 
going to be stuck with it, I'm sorry. But this is it, I want as good a survey 
and thing that ya'll can possibly do. And, I am going to be watching ya'll.

Mr. Miami: Sure, I really appreciate therefore for giving us this 
opportunity sir and I hope we don't disappoint you. ,

Commissioner Mialjevich: Thank you very much.

Mr. Miami: Thank you.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman, I have a question in the scenario of 
permitting. This might be for our barrister, can we, I mean what kind of, you 
are saying Tee John you want to fine them if there is without a permit. What is 
the fine and can we set up a permit for a dollar amount. I mean, can we do this?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well they are not going to be able to fish 
without the permit and if they are fishing without the permit, they are fishing 
illegally.
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Commissioner Jones: Well, Mr. Puckett, what is the answer to that. How
do you establish a permit to begin with.

Mr. Don Puckett: Generally when we establish a permit, it is pursuant to
a statutory basis. Now there is no statutory basis for the permit that has been 
discussed. The Declaration of Emergency that I looked at didn't make reference 
to a permit, it just opened up the size limit to 8 inches. So, if they were 
going to be done, this would have to be redrafted and you would have to give some 
thought as to how the permit system was going to work. Generally, as I say, in 
other permit systems you've got a statutory basis for how it's issued.

Commissioner Jones: All right, we have no statutory basis for this permit.

Mr. Puckett: Not for this.

Commissioner Jones: So, I mean, just the mere mechanics of doing what we
are even, doing what Tee John is considering doing, how would that be done?

Mr. Puckett: Well I couldn't tell you at this point. I haven't heard the
specifics on how that would be done.

Commissioner Jones: Okay and you are saying fine them if they don't have
a permit, what is the fine for a permit that we don't have the authority to 
assess or issue?

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think you are clouding the issue.

Chairman Schneider: No he is not, Tee John.

Commissioner Jones: No I am not clouding the issue, I am being very 
specific about this request.

Commissioner Mialjevich: If I don't have a permit to shrimp and I'm 
shrimping, what you think the fine is going to be? The same thing as shrimping 
without a license. So, it is going to be the same thing as catfishing without 
a license Mr. Jones. Read your law book.

Chairman Schneider: I don't know if we got that authority though.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well apparently talking with Corky Ferret this 
morning, we can issue a permit just like we do for Black Drum. If they issued 
one for black drum, we can issue one for this. It might take a week or so to 
draw it up and to have the people come up and apply and pay the $25 and go fish. 
And they don't have to make a report for one month on the fish. So, I mean, I 
don't see the problem, we are not going to be doing anything illegal. We are 
just doing something that our lawyer don't know anything about.

Commissioner Jones: 

Chairman Schneider: 

Commissioner Jones:

Mr. Puckett? Excuse me, Mr. Chairman? 

Yes, go ahead, Puckett?

Mr. Puckett?
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Chairman Schneider: We got to have some legal advice here.

Commissioner Jones: Excuse me. Can you answer that question for me?

Mr. Puckett: I was talking to Mr. Roussel, but please repeat it if you
would.

Commissioner Jones: Do we have the authority to issue a permit without
statute on this issue?

Mr. Puckett: I was just discussing with him, he called to my attention
that some, I don't know, sometime ago we did this on the Black Drum, but I would 
have to look back at_Phe section that we used.

Commissioner Jones: Now what would the fine be Winton if they were fishing
without a permit?

Mr. Vidrine: Commission action, it would be a Class 2, $150 to $250.

Commissioner Jones: Second offense?

Mr. Vidrine: $250 to $500.

Chairman Schneider: What is Civil Restitution on illegally caught catfish?

Commissioner Mialjevich: That wouldn't change, that would be the same.
Mr. Jones, we could take the permit away if they violate the first time, it would 
be legal.

Commissioner Jones: We can't do it with fishing licenses if they

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, but this is a permit, not a fishing license.

Chairman Schneider: Do we have the authority to do that?

Commissioner Jones: Well I don't know.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can we revoke the permit?

Commissioner Jones: Can we revoke a fishing license?

Mr. Puckett: Yes, if you could set up the permit you could establish
revocation and suspension and other procedures. That is what we done say on 
Underutilized Species and Pompano and those sort of things. In other words, you 
can set out specific conditions for possession of the permit.

Commissioner Jones: All right, well Tee John wants to get real hard, can
we revoke a fishing license?

Commissioner Mialjevich: The very first time.
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Mr. Puckett: I believe you can. I can check that. There certainly is a
revocation provision in here for licenses and now whether it is on first offense, 
Class 1, I mean I could look that up and tell you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But if we make a permit, can we as a Commission
say not take away his license to shrimp and other catfish, but if you break the 
conditions of the permit that we can take it away from you the very first time. 
There is no second chance.

Mr. Puckett: Any permit you issued, you can make it subject to suspension
or revocation.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Good enough. So, they will get one chance to
obey the law and that is it. Then what will happen. He will have to fish 11 
inch catfish where the other people can fish 8 inch catfish with a permit, am I 
correct or he will be breaking the law?

Mr. Puckett: If you set up, in other words, if you redraft your
Declaration of Emergency differently from the way it presently reads which is 
just open it to everybody, if you say that your Declaration of Emergency is on 
a permit basis and you can only catch this size if you have a permit, that would 
be the case. Now again you need to establish criteria for what, for whether you 
get a permit or not. In all other cases that is that's set up.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Wait, did they have a criteria to get the Black
Drum permit? Well why we got to set one up for catfish? Why the roadblock? 
Maybe we better go to lunch and come back, we'll figure it out at lunch.

Chairman Schneider: Tee John, we could do that or we can, J.B., we are
going to lose J .B .

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well let's just vote on the thing, let it go up
or down and get it over with.

Chairman Schneider: I think the time, you know I don't feel comfortable
voting on anything but if that is the Commission's wish...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Let's vote it up or down and get it over with.

Chairman Schneider: ... we can do that, we can, all right.

Mr. Puckett: Mr. Roussel, the only criteria they have is if you have a
Commercial License. So, if you set that up this way, you must be a commercially 
licensed fisherman to get the permit. And then of course that would be your 
criteria and then your standards that you have to follow and your reasons for 
revocation. So if you were going to set up the permit system that way.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So we can say we are going to have a permit, but
we could set the permit qualifications up at a later date?

Mr. Puckett: If I issue you a permit today, you got to know what the
permit conditions are.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Well no, we can't issue a permit for at least two
weeks if we pass this today. You need time to get the permit fixed up, you need 
for the dealers report and everything. So, how are you going to do it and let 
them go fish without a permit, you can't do it.

Mr. Puckett: Yes, that is what I am saying. 'The Commission is going to
have to establish what the criteria and the standards

Commissioner Mialjevich: They didn't do it for Black Drum.

Mr. Puckett: Well the fishing license and that may be your only criteria.
But it is a criteria and you would have to set up

Commissioner Mialj evich: All right, so could we put that into my act of
declaration here that we have a fishing permit for $25 and the only criteria, you 
already have to have a catfish license already?

Mr. Puckett: Certainly you can put that in, I would suggest you would
probably want to have conditions, your conditions of your permit that you would 
have to meet and what the basis of the revocation would be.

Commissioner Mialjevich: First offense, we take it away. That's it. Well
let me read my, let me make what we call it now, not a resolution.

Chairman Schneider: What is the pleasure of the Commission?

Commissioner Jones: My pleasure is that I don't think that we have enough
information within the hands of the Commission to make a sound judgment since the 
Department is adamantly opposed to what we are the motion that isn't on the table 
yet that will be proposed. The Enforcement Division is against it. The economic 
adverse affects on the Department have already been brought up. So I think that 
until we resolve these questions that are still out there that we table this.

Chairman Schneider: Is that a motion?

Commissioner Mialj evich: Let me make...

Commissioner Jones: I think let's table it until next month and we can get
these questions answered.

Chairman Schneider: Hold it down. Please hold it down so we can conduct
the meeting. Please sit down, sit down.

Mr. Vidrine: Ya'll hold it down fellows.

Commissioner Jones: That is a formal motion, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second to that motion? Is there a second
to Mr. Jones' motion to table it until next month and get all these questions 
answered?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I make a motion Mr. Chairman?
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Commissioner Cormier: X second i c .

Chairman Schneider: It's seconded by J.B. Cormier. It has been moved and
seconded that we table this issue until next month so we can answer all these 
questions and get together and get this program well thought out. It seems to 
me like we have a lot of questions here. *

Commissioner Mialjevich: Where is the next meeting?

Chairman Schneider: It's going to be in North Louisiana.

Commissioner Mialjevich: North Louisiana?

Chairman Schneider: Hold down, hold it, please, hold it down, we've got
a motion on the floor. All those in favor say aye. (Commissioner Jones, 
Commissioner Cormier and Chairman Schneider) All opposed? (Commissioner 
Mialjevich, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Hanchey) It clearly passes.

Commissioner Jones: Wait, wait a minute.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I heard three nays, what is going on here.

Chairman Schneider: All right everybody raise your hand, aye for the
motion? (Commissioner Jones, Commissioner Cormier and Chairman Schneider) All 
those opposed? (Commissioner Mialjevich, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner 
Hanchey).

Commissioner Mialjevich: I see three, I think we are not going to table
it.

Chairman Schneider: I guess the motion fails for lack of a, is that
correct?

Commissioner Jones: That's accurate.

Commissioner Mialjevich: It fails, so I want to make a motion.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, make another motion.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I want to make a motion that we for 90 days have
this Declaration of Emergency, that we add a permit system for $25 and that the 
data be given to the Economist in the Department to determine what effect this 
opening economically would have. I would also like to put into the permit that 
the first offense that it would be taken back, you only get one chance with the 
permit, if they catch you outlawing with it, that's it, you don't get the permit 
no more and you will have to fish 11 inch fish that particular fisherman in an 
8 inch area where the other guys got a permit. So you better save it and don't 
break the law and the only condition on getting the permit is that you already 
have a commercial catfish license. What that would be, a hoop net? And a gear 
license that you already have a gear license. I guess you ask for a second now.

Commissioner Hanchey: I'll second that motion, Tee John.

33



Chairman Schneider: Okay chat motion has been moved and seconded, all in 
favor say aye. Wait we have a question first, J.B., J.B. has a question. Go 
ahead J.B.

Commissioner Cormier: What about the permitting system on it Tee John. 
My question is they don't have the legality, I want~to support a study, I want 
that, and, I want to vote for that. I do not and I will not vote for illegality 
of course because Mr. Puckett is not sound yet on the permitting system, we are 
not totally sound yet on our enforcement system, do we have to have this 90 day 
in there. Can't we just have our motion for our study?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well, how are you going to get the economics? 
How are you going to_get the economics. Mr. Pluckett, if he explains to you how 
they did the Black Drum, will you have a problem with it?

Mr. Puckett: No, I the section again, I'm relying on Mr. Roussel's memory 
here, but the section that he is pointed out to me, the section that was used at 
that time whenever it was done. Basically as I said whenever that permit was 
done, it was a specific permit regime that was laid out, your criteria which was 
a Commercial Fisherman's License, the conditions of the permit and the basis for 
suspension and revocation, that was all written out. I have not seen that in 
this

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well get your pencil, we can put the basis of the
Commercial Fishing License and revocation for first offense, that's it.

Mr. Puckett: First offense what?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Take the license back, the permit.

Mr. Puckett: First offense, first offense, what class, any fishing
violation?

Commissioner Mialjevich: No, first offense with that if he catches smaller 
than 8 inch catfish, not a life preserver offense.

Mr. Puckett: I understand, but that is the sort of thing you got to spell
out because that is the sort of thing that we've been challenged on.

Commissioner Mialjevich: First violation of his permit which would make
it exactly pertaining to that, right?

Mr. Puckett: Right, I would suggest to you unless, in other words if that
is the only criteria, that's the way the permit would read and if that's the 
Commission1s . . .

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well I mean what else do you need, won't that
handle it, you got to have a commercial license.

Mr. Puckett: I don't know, what else do we have in the Black Drum, what
other conditions do we have in the Black Drum permit.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: What else do you have? Well, the reporting comes
with the permit, the reporting comes with the permit.

Chairman Schneider: We are trying to vote now, is everybody clear on what
we are voting for? J.B. did you have any other questions?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Did you answer J.B.'s question?

Commissioner Cormier: The point I'm trying to make is that this is a rush
thing. We are rushing into passing a law here that is not even, that I can't 
read a document to see, we are on some speculation is what we really are doing. 
You can't vote for speculation.

Mr. Puckett: Well the difference between this and the other permit is that
you don't have, you know, a piece of paper that has been prepared in advance that 
sets out the permit conditions and etc. and that's all I'm saying. And, if you 
pass this as an Emergency Rule, you need to have a recitation in here as to the 
imminent peril which is required for passage of an Emergency Rule.

Commissioner Mialjevich: The what?

Mr. Puckett: Imminent peril.

Chairman Schneider: Imminent peril to my stomach, I'm hungry.

Mr. Puckett: Public health, safety or welfare. I mean you just have to 
put a recitation in here that there is imminent peril to meet the Emergency 
Procedures.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So all you have to do is write that on it?

Mr. Puckett: You got to state that that imminent peril exists and some
general statement of what it is.

Secretary Herring: You would have to have those in the minutes, though
wouldn't you Don now?

Chairman Schneider: Is that part of your motion Tee John?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, to put the imminent peril too.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, are we ready to vote?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, let's vote, let's get it over with.

Chairman Schneider: All those, all right, it's been moved Tee John made
the motion that's we are not really sure how long it is or what it includes, it 
includes everything that Tee John said.

Commissioner Mialjevich: We know it is 90 days.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second to Tee John's motion?
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Chairman Schneider: Okay, well it has been changed so many, all right, all
those in favor of Tee John's motion raise your right hand. (Commissioner 
Hanchey, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner Mialjevich). All those opposed 
to Tee John's motion raise your right hand. (Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner 
Jones and Chairman Schneider) It is still three to three, so that motion failed. 
Is there any other motion that the Commission would like to make on this issue?

Commissioner Cormier: Yes, I would like to make a motion.

Chairman Schneider: All right, go ahead.

Commissioner Cormier: I would like to make a motion that we do what Tee
John want, his study, that the proper authority bring the proper documents to the 
next meeting, have it drawn up for us legally, legitimately and have all the 
information that I can vote on next month.

Chairman Schneider: Is that your motion Mr. Cormier?

Commissioner Jones: I second that motion by Mr. Cormier.

Chairman Schneider: It has been moved and seconded. All those in favor,
say aye...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Discussion? How about discussion?

Commissioner Jones: Okay, discuss.

Chairman Schneider: All right, go ahead.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I think that all can be done right at this
meeting. We have been talking about it the whole meeting. We talked about the 
90 days, that's in the minutes on the tape, we talked about the permit, we 
talked, I already talked about the LSU study, I talked about the social/economic, 
talked about a Task Force, talked about a management plan for catfish, that's all 
into this and now, just because it's not written down on paper, we can't vote on 
it. I mean, we are just putting it off, putting it off, fellahs.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Schneider: All right, is there any other discussion? Mr. Jones,
you got discussion?

Commissioner Mialjevich: I would have to vote against it.

Commissioner Jones: Mr. Chairman? I think that it has been discussed, but
it has not been reviewed by us except sitting here on the panel and I think 
that's an unfair approach to try to make a monumental decision that has been in 
conflict for over 30 years in the last hour, we are going to come up with a 
resolution on this.

Commissioner Hanchey: I seconded chat a while ago.
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Commissioner Jones: Excuse me Mr. Chairman, I'm still speaking here. I
mean as of a week ago, in my first agenda, this wasn't even on the docket and 
then all of a sudden has reappeared on the docket when we thought that this was 
coming up for reconsideration later on. I agree with Mr. Cormier in that we 
ought to have a formulated game plan of what it is that Tee John wants to find 
out in his information, how he proposes to get this information and through what 
vehicles we are going to do it and possibly find out how we are going to afford 
it and get it done. So,...

Chairman Schneider: Any other discussion? Thank you Mr. Jones. Are you
finished? Okay all.in favor of J.B. Cormier's motion, raise your right hand. 
(Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Jones and Chairman Schneider) All those 
opposed? (Commissioner Hanchey, Commissioner Vujnovich and Commissioner 
Mialjevich)

Commissioner Mialjevich: That failed too.

Chairman Schneider: That failed too. Are there any other motions?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Can I ask the other Commissioners?

Chairman Schneider: Is there any other motions, if not, I'm going to
declare recess for lunch and we are going to move on. We are going to recess 
until 1:30.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Well what if we get it written up over during
lunch.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But this is a solution.

Chairman Schneider: You can do it, we can bring it back up but we are to
recess for lunch.

Commissioner Mialjevich: After lunch, all right lunch?
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AFTERNOON DISCUSSION

Chairman Schneider: While we are on des Allemands, let's go ahead and take
up Tee John's Declaration of Emergency. Everybody got a copy of this in front 
of them?

Commissioner Mialjevich: We didn't forget public comments yet.

Commissioner Jones: Wait a minute, what did we do?

Chairman Schneider: We are discussing the Declaration of Emergency on Item
7 again.

Commissioner Jones: We already voted on that.

Chairman Schneider: If we can get a majority vote to bring it back up, we
can reconsider it. So.

Commissioner Jones: What do you mean?

Commissioner Mialj evich: How do we do it?

Chairman Schneider: I need a motion to reconsider Item #7.

Commissioner Mialj evich: I make a motion to reconsider.

Chairman Schneider: It has been moved that we reconsider Item #7, is there
a second?

Commissioner Hanchey: I will second it.

Chairman Schneider: All those in favor raise your hand. (Commissioner 
Mialj evich, Commissioner Vujnovich, Commissioner Hanchey and Commissioner Cormier 
raised their hands.) One , two, three, four. We have, we are now reconsidering, 
we are now reconsidering a Declaration of Emergency. Okay, you have the floor.

Commissioner Mialj evich: To read it? Okay. We finally got it typed up. 
"In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), the 
Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 56:326, the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to establish a permit area for the 
taking of channel catfish between 8" and 11", the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public welfare exists and 
accordingly adopts the following emergency rule:

Channel Catfish -- Lac des Allemands, Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lake 
Maurepas, and the western portion of Lake Pontchartrain, and associated bayous 
and streams.

For those persons with a department-issued permit, the minimum length on 
channel catfish, locally called the white, the eel cat, or the willow cat, taken 
or possessed for commercial purposes, shall be eight inches (8") minimum length
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with the mouth closed, in the following described area (hereinafter "the 
permitted area"):"

Commissioner Mialjevich: Do I have to read all the definition or we can 
just say the area we had in the five year study?

Commissioner Jones: No, read it.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Okay, read it for me then Bert if you don't mind.

Commissioner Jones: It is your resolution.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay. "That portion of southeastern Louisiana, 
containing Bayou Allemands, Lake Salvador, Lake Cataouatche, Lake Maurepas, the 
western portion of Lake Pontchartrain and associated bayous and streams, 
excluding the Mississippi River and Bayou Lafourche, herein described as: west 
and south of the west descending bank of the Mississippi River from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Huey P. Long Bridge; north and west of Highway 90 from Huey P. Long 
Bridge to Causeway Boulevard; west of Lake Pontchartrain Causeway from U.S. 
Highway 90 to Louisiana Highway 22; south and east of Louisiana Highway 22 to 
U.S. Highway 61 at Sorrento; north of U.S. 61 from Sorrento to Louisiana Highway 
20; east of Louisiana Highway 20 to the east descending bank of Bayou Lafourche 
to Louisiana Highway 1 at Leeville; east and north of Louisiana Highway 1 from 
Leeville to the Gulf of Mexico; north of Gulf of Mexico from Grand Isle to the 
west descending bank of the Mississippi River.

In all other state waterbottoms outside of the permit area, all persons are 
subject to the statutorily prescribed size limits for catfish set out in R.S. 
56:326.A.(7)(b).

The permit shall provide for the following: (1) necessity of permit 
possession at all times while taking or possessing channel catfish between the 
sizes of 8" and 11" within the permit area; (2) reporting before the tenth of 
each month on forms approved for the purpose the number of channel catfish 
commercially taken during the preceding month and their sizes; (3) the necessity 
for all other licenses or permits required to commercially fish and land 
commercially taken channel catfish; (4) non-transferability of permit; (5) 
issuance only to a natural person who must be physically present and have in his 
possession the signed original permit at all times that channel catfish, subject 
to the permit, are being taken in the permit area; (6) that permittees are 
specifically prohibited from harvesting or possessing channel catfish under 8" 
within the permit area, according to the immediate revocation of the permit for 
the first or any subsequent violation thereof."

Commissioner Mialj evich: Of the permit, not of violation like you did not 
have a life jacket or something like that. "The permit shall be effective only 
for a period of ninety days beginning Monday, October 17, 1994 and ending ninety 
days after. The fee for said permit shall be $25 per permit.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate information on the catch 
and sales of under-ll" channel catfish in the designated area and to relieve 
economic hardship on the commercial fishermen in the permit area."
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Chairman Schneider: Do you wane to read the Notice of Intent too?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay we will read that too. Also added to this
is a Notice of Intent that the following actions are to be immediately and 
continued, are to begin immediately and continue for a period of one year. Now 
the permit system is only for 90 days. This is~for one year. "(1) the 
formulation of a Catfish Task Force addressing channel catfish; (2) establishment 
by the Department of a catfish management plan for channel and blue catfish which 
would take into account social and economic factors; (3) a social and economic 
study relative to channel catfish."

Chairman Schneider: Okay, are you making that motion?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes sir.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second?

Commissioner Hanchey: I will second that.

Chairman Schneider: It has been moved and seconded.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh, we got something else, we got a hitch?

Chairman Schneider: What we got?

Commissioner Mialjevich: I misread something?

Mr. Don Puckett: No, but I would like to recommend a couple technical
changes on what you read.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay.

Mr. Puckett: On the second page, second full paragraph, third line, I
would like to recommend that you delete the words "within the permit area".

Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay.

Chairman Schneider: Why is that?

Mr. Puckett: And the reason for that is this would require possession of
the permit while possessing the fish even if you were outside the permit area. 
So, if someone took the fish and then traveled to an area that was outside of 
that defined area, they would have to have the permit in their possession to show 
that they had harvested them or as evidence.

Chairman Schneider: I would think you would want that, wouldn't you?

Mr. Puckett: What's that?

Chairman Schneider: Wouldn't you want that so they could prove they
harvested them legally?
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Mr. Puckett: Yes, in other words, if I take the words "within the permit
area" out, they would have to have the permit in their possession anywhere in the 
state and not just within the permit area.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, I got you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, take it out?

Mr. Puckett: I would recommend that you take those four words out and I
would also recommend in section two of that same paragraph that we add language 
"and other information required by the Department".

Commissioner Mialjevich: After "their sizes"?

Mr. Puckett: Yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: And other

Mr. Puckett: And other information required by the Department. So that
you could get numbers, sizes and there might be other information that they would 
want to

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, yes, like where they sold it out of state
and stuff like that, you mean, right?

Mr. Puckett: Right.

Unidentified Speaker: In other words you have to have a permit holder with
them fish no matter where you went with them to sell?

Mr. Puckett: At least to the first point of sell.

Commissioner Mialjevich: To the first buyer.

Commissioner Jones: A point of question on that also. Does everybody, in
other words, can you have one person in the boat that has a permit and everybody 
there doesn't have to have a permit, so one permit can carry everybody in the 
boat?

Mr. Puckett: We got a provision for helpers on commercial fishermen there, 
now that would probably be the same rule here. In other words if you had a 
commercial fisherman ...

Commissioner Jones: Can you have one permit and have ten boats and all the
rest of the people in these boats are your ( )?

Mr. Puckett: No, it would be one permit per boat at least. Just like you
have one commercial fisherman's license per boat.

Commissioner Jones: Well I mean this is a new permit, we are talking about
new things here. I know, I'm just clarification here.
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Don Puckett: And there was one final point that I believe I discussed with
you and that would be that you could not possess the fish between eight and 
eleven inches in a boat in waters outside of the permitted area. You might 
possess them in a vehicle but you would have to "land somewhere within the 
permitted area. I think I discussed that with you.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes, where do you want that in there?

Chairman Schneider: Where do you want that added?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Where do you want to add that?

Don Puckett: If the Commission, I do not have specific language but if the
Commission approves that concept, I could draft the language after the fact to 
be added to the Declaration of Emergency.

Chairman Schneider: Okay.

Commissioner Mialjevich: So, it would be the fish would have to be landed
in the permit area.

Don Puckett: Yes.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Perfect.

Don Puckett: And, conversely, they could not be possessed in a boat in
waters outside of the permit area.

Chairman Schneider & Commissioner Mialjevich: Okay.

Mr. Puckett: And I can address language to cover that.

Chairman Schneider: Okay.

Mr. Puckett: And then finally...

Commissioner Mialjevich: Oh, one question, okay go ahead, finally?

Mr. Puckett: Well just to change the 90 days to three months since it is
not exactly 90 days. I believe the periods that were discussed were October 17 
to January, October 17, 1994 and ending January 17, 1995. That is not exactly 
90 days, so we just simply say for a period of three months instead of 90 days.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Starting October 17?

Mr. Puckett: Yes.

Chairman Schneider: For a period of 90, state three months, okay.

Commissioner Mialjevich: That is ideal.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, let's hold it down.
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Commissioner Jones; Tee John, you have been talking about enforcement on 
this issue. Would you consider an addition to these parameters of your permit 
to say that anybody that has previously been convicted of possessing undersized 
catfish be excluded from being able to get a permit?

Chairman Schneider: Hold it down.

Commissioner Jones: I mean we are talking about making it legal here, are
we going to allow the person that has already abused the system.

Chairman Schneider: All right, we are going to clear this room if I hear
another word, is that clear? I will not have it. 1 will have all of you leave 
this room if I hear another outburst.

Commissioner Jones: I would like to make an addendum to this, if you are
willing Tee John to say that anybody that has had previous violations concerning 
undersized catfish be exempted from this permit.

Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't think that should be required. We are
looking for economic information, not a limited entry system.

Chairman Schneider: Are there any other questions? Do you want to propose
that as an addendum?

Commissioner Jones; Yes, I would like to propose that since ...

(Change from end of Tape 5 to beginning of Tape 6)

Commissioner Mialjevich: . . . people want to find ways for it not to happen. 
I mean what is it, I mean if I have a driving, DWI, then that means I can't get 
free help at the Medical Hospital, I mean what does that have to do with license?

Commissioner Jones: No, but you can't get a drivers license back if you
have a few of them.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Yes.

Commissioner Jones: Well it is a direct correlation.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But I mean how, they had nobody, if a person has
violated this particular permit, he won't get another one? But I mean how are 
you going to go and take a guy with a violation, a shrimp violation, a crab 
violation and say now you can't get an eel catfish.

Commissioner Jones: I didn't say that. I said a direct violation to this
that we are talking about. I said a violation of undersized catfish.

Chairman Schneider: If he has been previously violated undersized catfish?

Chairman Schneider: ...beginning Monday, October 17, okay.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: I don't see what that has to do with this. We 
don't do that on any other thing, with a sport fishermen catching over the number 
of speckled trout or even a gill netter getting caught.

Commissioner Jones: But we don't require them to get a special permit 
either. ~

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well, black drum, and I don't think we have that
caveat on black drum, do we? Where is Zero, do we have that caveat on black drum 
that if they are previously are criminals or something, they can't get a permit? 
Why should we have it on catfish?

Chairman Schneider: I would like to ask our attorney, can we do that? I
mean is that legal to do that?

Mr. Puckett: We placed restrictions on other permits, I think the
Underutilized Species or Pompano where if there was a prior conviction of a 
certain type, for example Class II fisheries violation or whatever class or type 
of violation you wanted to designate to preclude you from getting a permit.

Commissioner Jones: I think it is a good idea.

Mr. Puckett: Crossbow.

Chairman Schneider: Do you wish to make that an amendment to this
Declaration of Emergency?

Commissioner Jones: Yes, I would like to make that a substitute amendment
to go with this Declaration of Emergency.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, is that your motion?

Commissioner Jones: Uh huh.

Chairman Schneider: Is there a second to that motion? Okay, it dies for
lack of a second. Okay, all right, it has been moved and seconded.

Commissioner Jones: I would like some more public, I mean public comment
and Commission comment.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, do we have any more questions from the
Commission for anybody?

Commissioner Jones: Yes, I do.

Chairman Schneider: Okay.

Commissioner Jones: When we are talking about getting, establishing an 
economic impact on this are we actually going to be getting a realistic economic 
impact, or will we falsely be creating a market for this? How do we know what 
it is within this short period of time, I mean it is liable ... (Comment from 
audience.) I am speaking to our Economist here.
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Mr. Farhad Miami: Sir, there is a potential for flooding the market with 
undersized catfish as a result that may reduce the price, it may bias our study. 
So that potential is there.

Commissioner Mialjevich: But wouldn't you still be able to get the out of 
state dealers and the demand and other things? "**

Mr. Miami: I'm hoping we would. We have, as I mentioned in the morning, 
we have prepared the questionnaires. However, we are at their mercy to get the 
information, we need to have their cooperation to get the information.

Commissioner Mialj evich: Well you are not at their mercy with this permit 
because they have to.,answer, to report by the tenth of the month. They are at 
your mercy, if they don't report to you, they don't have no more permit.

Mr. Miami: Sure, if the reporting would require them to identify the 
quantities and the value of the products sold as well as where it was sold, that 
would probably give us some information. But as I mentioned earlier, still 
flooding the market may to some extent bias our study because of that potential 
of the price being reduced.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Right.

Commissioner Jones: All right, let's say we go the first two months, Tee 
John, with this where we have to mandatorily report our catch just to continue 
our license after the tenth. In essence we have really only done this for 60 
days because the last 30 days, what is the penalty? The 90 days is, you know, 
we are not going to renew the license or the permit after that. How can we 
address mandatorily getting your information in after the third month?

Commissioner Mialjevich: Nothing is perfect, not even the tenth of the
month.

Commissioner Jones: No, well it is only 90 days. What I am saying is, is 
there some way we can implement within your system to say that, you know, we get 
information for the first 60 days automatically because if they want to fish the 
last 30 days, they have to have turned it in. But the last 30 days, they can, 
I mean we don't know what they are going to catch or whether or not, can we make, 
I am just asking can we make some way so that it has to be reported or there is, 
you know, we can't revoke their permit because it will have already expired. 
What can we do at that point?

Commissioner Mialj evich: I look at it this way, Mr. Jones. Number 1, if 
the sole purpose of this 90 days was for them to catch fish and no other reason, 
I agree with you they would have no incentive to report the third month. But if 
the purpose of this 90 days is to gather economic information, that may be 
valuable and change in the size of that catfish along with the biology and the 
social affects, I think they would be a fool not to report the third month. It 
would be working against what they are trying to do. They have a vested interest 
in sending in that third month report. You know?

Commissioner Jones: I understand that.
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Commissioner Mialjevich: Well they are going to understand it too, they 
better because if they don't, it's going to do like a lot of people that don't 
report they hurt themselves when it comes to making quotas and etc.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, any other questions or discussions from the 
Commissioners? —

Commissioner Jones: Yes, I would like to say one last thing. It has been 
brought up in our comment here today that our Inland Fish Division is opposed to 
this passing, it has been brought up in our comment today that is from a 
biological aspect. It has been opposed by the Enforcement Division to have an 
adverse affect on how they do business. And, it has been also brought up that 
it is going to create, an economic hardship on the Department if we pass this 
today, so bear in mind Commissioners, when you vote for this, every department 
or every body in this Department that has any say so on the issue is diabolically 
opposed to this issue.

Chairman Schneider: Any further Commissioners? Okay folks, you have been 
sitting here a long time and I would like to open up for public comments. 
However, a lot of you probably said what you wanted to say the last time we took 
public comment and we don't need to sit here and just keep going over and over 
everything that we have already heard. But if you just got to say something, now 
is your chance and if you just got to say something, please come to the mike. 
But let's please, it has been a long day and I know you guys want to go home, 
let's don't drag it out.

: Thank you Chairman, I am a commercial fisherman.

Chairman Schneider: What is your name?

Mr. Johnny Price: Johnny Price. And I've been a fisherman all my life, 
I've never had a job not for one day and I oppose taking the size limit from 11 
inches and putting it at 8, because everything we heard except for from a few 
fishermen that is going to hurt. And, I know it is going to hurt. And I don't 
fish the des Allemands area and I could care less what they do in the des 
Allemands area, but I would like for someone to answer one question for me. Why 
is it every time that the size limit is dropped or taken off in the des Allemands 
area, that in the Mermentau Basin we have these people coming in there and 
fishing at night getting caught with illegal catfish and things like this? If 
they have so much catfish in these areas , why do they come in our area every time 
the size limits are dropped? And, another thing, they say the catfish don't 
grow, they run rotenone studies. Well, they rotenone right where they dump the 
small fish. You can't find out like that, you have to go to an area, like in our 
area, they rotenone catfish in our area at Rockefeller Refuge, a place that is 
not fished. You find out the catfish do grow. This bull about not growing is 
a bunch of humbug, I'm telling ya'll. And a lot of these people might not care 
what they are going to be doing tomorrow, but some of us do and that is why I 
oppose it. And we know that these people are going to be on the roads with these 
small catfish and once they are on the roads with them, they are legal anywhere 
they go in the state. If you are going to pass this thing, why don't you put a 
limit to where they can't be trailering a boat outside of these areas, outside
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of these parishes with these undersized catfish that they caught in other areas. 
Thank you, that is all I have to say.

Chairman Schneider: Thank you.

Mr. Price: Do ya'll have any questions? ~

Chairman Schneider: Any other comment? Farhad, how are you doing, Farhad?

Mr. Miami: Mr. Chairman, I'm sorry, I wanted to add one more thing. In
the recording mechanism the Department has up to now, the fishermen are required 
to report either the number of fish or quantities. The financial aspect of it 
is voluntary. I would like to point out that if this special permit is going to 
be established, please make sure that financial information also to be provided 
with it.

Commissioner Mialjevich: Mr. Chairman, the reason we not going to start
fishing today if this passes is so Corky can get back from the meeting he went 
to in Atlanta about shrimp trawl by-catch, so we can sit down with the various, 
with Bennie, and with Zero and look at the Black Drum application and especially 
at the report requirement and we'll be sitting with you also so we can draw it 
up because we can ask for any information we want with this permit and if they 
don't want to answer it, they don't need to get the permit. You understand what 
I am saying? So, if you want economic information also, we'll get it because 
this isn't a thing that the legislature has to change anybody, we can have them 
put down their weight and hair color if we want to, okay. And, we will be 
working with you next week because the only way they are going to get this permit 
is come in person or send the money in the mail requesting it and then they will 
be sent the survey sheet and the permit together. And, if they come in person, 
they will get the permit and will be given the first sheet right then and there 
for them to mail in on the tenth of the next month. Don't worry, we got a lot 
of this covered that we didn't bring out in the paper. We will be working with 
you.

Mr. Miami: I understand, thank you sir.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, any further questions.

Commissioner Hanchey: I have a question.

Chairman Schneider: Go ahead.

Commissioner Hanchey: Where does the money go when you sell that permit?
Where does it go back into the General Fund or where does it go?

Secretary Herring: Conservation Fund.

Commissioner Hanchey: Conservation Fund, okay.

Chairman Schneider: Okay, all those in favor... go ahead, you need
something.
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Commissioner Cormier: I make one statement for the sake of some people, 
they seem to think we are changing the size limit of catfish. I am not voting 
to change the size limit of no catfish. I am voting for a 90 day reduction to 
gather information for the study that may be changed a year and a half from now. 
That is when you need to be concerned, the opposing side. At the present time, 
you must understand, you must be fair to your fellow"man, it's not fair to keep 
data from another person so it can sway your way. You got to have the data so 
it can be both ways. If I come here a year and a half from now and the data says 
that 11 inches is too short, be prepared for me to say 14 inches if that is what 
it takes and that is the way I will vote. And, I am not asking you to clap for 
that, you don't have to clap for that because I want you to understand, 
everybody, we are not voting to change, we are not voting personalities, we are 
voting what we think., is right for the resource. But sometimes you just don't 
have all the data you need, that is all I want you to understand.

Chairman Schneider: Any further comments.

Commissioner Cormier: I move to the previous question, let us vote.

Chairman Schneider: The question has been moved, all those in favor raise 
your hand? (Commissioner Mialjevich, Commissioner Cormier, Commissioner Hanchey 
and Commissioner Vujnovich raised for the vote.) All those opposed, raise your 
hand? (Commissioner Jones and Chairman Schneider opposed.) It clearly passes.
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, October 6, 1994 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Jeff Schneider (Chairman)

Bert Jones

Perry Gisclair

Tee John Mialjevich

Joseph Cormier

Jerald Hanchey

Peter Vujnovich

Z Z_

V
v X

Mr. Chairman:

There are Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Herring is also present.



AGENDA

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab - Corky Ferret

4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program - John 
Roussel

5. White Alligator Presentation - Bill Berry, La. Land & 
Exploration

6. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 
Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping - 
Tee John Mialjevich

7. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Change Size 
Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8" - Tee John Mialjevich

8. Aircraft Report - Lee Caubarreaux

9. a) Public Dove Hunting Program - Mike Olinde
b) Teal Season Report - Robert Helm
c) Squirrel Season Report - Tommy Prickett

10. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting - Dave Morrison

11. Land Acquisition Announcement - Bob Love

12. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians - Johnnie 
Tarver

13. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations - Johnnie Tarver

14. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition - 
Bennie Fontenot

15. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown - 
Bennie Fontenot

16. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program - Bob Johnson

17. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program - Farhad Niami

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
October 6, 1994

10:00 AM



18. Civil Restitution/Class One Update - Wynnette Kees
19. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September - Winton Vidrine

20. Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

21. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

22. Public Comments

23. Adjourn
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedures Act and R.S. 
56:6(25)a, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that 
an imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly 
adopts the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
prohibit shrimping between official sunset and official sunrise in 
the inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495 from the western side 
of the Atchafalaya River Channel out to Eugene Island to the 
western shore of Vermillion Bay, not to include Southwest Pass at 
Marsh Island south of a line drawn from the following points:

The western side of Southwest Pass at its northwestern point 
to the Green Light Channel Marker Number 9, at latitude 29036'58" 
longitude 92000,21M, thence northeast to Green Light Channel Marker 
Number 1, at latitude 29037,34" longitude 91^59'36", thence 
southeast to the eastern side of Big Charles Bayou, at latitude 
29°36,54M longitude 91^59'00", thence southwesterly to the western 
shore of Big Charles Bayou, at latitude 29°36,50" longitude 
91°59'12".

This rule shall be in effect for the remainder of the 1994 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
rule previously enacted placed a hardship on those local fishermen 
who traditionally fished in the deeper portions of Southwest Pass 
which extends into Vermilion Bay. Additionally the former closure 
restricted vessel traffic in Southwest Pass, in effect creating a 
safety problem and hazard to navigation.

John F. Schneider, Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
La. Dept, of Wildlife and 
Fisheries
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Joe L  Heiring 
Secretary

William S. "Corky" Ferret 
Assistant Secretary

g t c b t  o f J t o u l i i a , .

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Office of Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
504/765-23® 2370 

September 22, 1994

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

M E M O R A N D U M :
TO: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

FROM: Lee Caubarreaux, Assistant Secretary

SUBJECT: Aviation Report - August 1994
Total hours listed are:

PILOT ■ TOTAL HOURS

G. Rackle - 61.2
B. Stamey - 17.9
M. Windham - 3.4
D. Clause - 25.2

TOTAL HOURS - 107.70

-0- No Flights

PLANE FLIGHT,
HOURS

. ESTIMATED1 
COST(TOTAL)

- ACTUAL2 
COST(TOTAL)

^COMMISSION
iNS-METHoBllll

N61092 Amphib 20.3 2,377.74 10,138.81 4,241.69
70365 Float-DC 25.2 2,324.20 2,439.19 3,304.73
N2576K Float-MW 12.2 1,568.55 1,211.46
N9467Y 210 32.8 3,665.07 3,551.60 6,783.37
N223MS Partenavia 9.7 1,524.06 1,299.89 2,643.06
N57266 Aero Commander 7.5

TOTALS 107.70 11,459.62 18,640.95 16,972.85

^Estimated Cost is based on an historical average Der flight hour
^Actual Cost substitutes actual maintenance for the month for the average 
maintenance costs used in the previous figure. This is the only figure used 
in the calculation of estimated costs that varies significantly from month to 
month.

jGC:csg
cc: Debbie Unbehagen, Fiscal

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



August, 1994

■3>fe, ■■ PLANE: N223MS(PARTENAVIA)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS . : PASSENGERS •I

08/12/94 Rackle BR-LOCAL-LFT: IFR currency 2.0 D. Holmes

08/18/94 Stamey LFT-BR: pick up from maintenance .7

08/25/94 Stamey BR-CATAHOULA LAKE-MONROE-BR: SCS 
project

2.5 J. Emfinger

08/31/94 Stamey BR-NW-LOCAL-BR: enforcement of 
migratory birds

4.5 J . Vining 
S. Mathews 
B . Spillera

TOTAL 9.70

PLANE: N9467Y (210)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS :.V

08/01/94 Rackle BR-NO: reposition after dropping 
Amphib for maintenance

.6

08/02/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: search flight for 
dead sea turtles

3.8

08/03/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: tracking tagged 
sturgeon; check DesAllemands 
catfishing

4.1 M. Guido 
M. Lawson

08/05/94 Rackle NO-ROCKEFELLER-COASTAL-NO: brown 
pelican survey

5.9 L. McNeese 
G. Perry

08/09/94 Rackle NO-BR: return aircraft .5
08/10/94 Stamey BR-NW-BR: land meeting with Mayor 

of Monroe
1.9 J . Herring 

A. Williams

08/15/94 Stamey BR-LOCAL-BR: tracking tagged 
paddle fish; White Lake

4.8

08/17/94 Stamey BR-ALEX-BR: Catahoula Lake, 
checking water levels

1.5 J. Emfinger

08/18/94 Stamey BR-LFT-BR: pick up P68C .9 T. Lott

08/24/94 Rackle BR-ROCKEFELLER-COASTAL-BR-NO: 
shrimp closure survey; mottled 
duck survey

4.3 C. Ferret 
J. Roussel 
G. Perry 
T. Hess 
B . Wilson



08/25/94 Rackle NO-BR-MINDEN-BR: meeting & 
inspect land acquisition sites 
along Miss. River

3.4 L. Caubarreaux
A. Carver
B . Love
T. Prickett

08/30/94 Stamey BR-LOCAL: maintenance 1.1
TOTAL 32.80

PLANE: N70365 (FLOAT-DC)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE . HOURS PASSENGERS

08/05/94 Clause NI-FOURCHON-NI: meeting 2.8 F. Prejean 
W. Vidrine

08/09/94 Clause NI-MS LINE-MARSH ISLAND-NI: 
shrimp partrol

2.0 G. Adams 
D. Folse

08/10/94 Clause NI-MS LINE-MARSH ISLAND-NI: 
shrimp partrol

2.0 G. Adams 
D. Folse

08/11/94 Clause NI-MS LINE-MARSH ISLAND-NI: 
shrimp partrol

1.8 G. Adams 
D. Folse

08/12/94 Clause. NI-MS LINE-MARSH ISLAND-NI: 
shrimp partrol

1.1 G. Adams 
D. Folse

08/19/94 Clause NI-LAKE CHARLES-NI: shrimp, gill 
net

2.2 G. Gremillion 
J. Collins

08/26/94 Clause NI-MISS. RIVER-NO-VENICE-NI: 
oyster

5.7 A. Adams 
T. Adams
B. Clark

08/27/94 Clause NI-WASHINGTON & ST. TAMMANY 
PARISHES-NI: dove

5.6 E. Laviolette 
R. Sumrall

08/30/94 Clause NI-LAKE CHARLES-NI: dove 2.0 M. Hebert
TOTAL 25.20

PLANE: N61092 (AMPHIB)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

08/01/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL: DNR permits 1.0 T. Killeen

08/01/94 Rackle NO-LFT: drop off for 100 hr. 
inspection

1.0

08/12/94 Rackle LFT-LOCAL-NO: test fly & return 
from inspection

1.9



08/15/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: shrimp season 
opening day survey

6.2 C. Perret 
J. Roussel 
B. Savoie

08/17/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: DNR permits .8 T. Killeen

08/20/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: oyster seed 
grounds sampling

3.0 C. Perret

08/22/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: DNR permits 1.6 R. Latapie

08/23/94 Rackle NO-BR-NO: maintenance 1.4

08/31/94 Rackle NO-BR-COASTAL-NO: FAA 
familiarization

3.4 G. Crouse, FAA 
L. Fleiss, FAA

TOTAL 20.30

PLANE: N2576K (FLOAT-MW)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS ; - iPASSmCERSIlil

08/08/94 Rackle NO-NEW IBERIA COASTAL-NO: marsh 
management & dredging projects

3.5 G. Linscombe

08/11/94 Rackle NO-PASS-A-LOUTRE* COASTAL-NO: 
mottled duck survey

2.0 T. Hess 
B. Wilson

08/12/94 Rackle NO-COASTAL-NO: 3.3 G. Linscombe

08/26/94 Windham NO-POINTE-AU-CHIEN WMA-NO: levee 
break, Montegut Marsh Mgmt. Unit

1.7

08/27/94 Windham NO-POINTE-AU-CHIEN WMA-NO: levee 
break, repair

1.7

TOTAL 12.20

PLANE: N25766 (AERO COMMANDER)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS®^

08/30/94 Rackle BR-ALEX-MINDEN-VIDALIA-BR: 
enforcement, baited dove fields

7.5 J. Thompson 
S. Plotkin 
D. Cooper
K. Fannin 
D. Bates 
J. Tarver 
C. Tarver

TOTAL 7.5



Joe L  Herring 
Secretary

D epartm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

12 September 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Hugh Bateman, Wildlife Division Administrator

FROM: Mike Olinde, Upland Game Study Leader

SUBJECT: Leased Dove Field Program

The Department leased 6 dove fields for the opening day and 2 for the second 
Saturday as well. Two fields were located in St. Landry Parish (near Sunset and 
LeBeau), 3 in Franklin Parish (near Wisner) and 1 in Red River Parish (near 
Coushatta). The public seemed to be genuinely appreciate a place to go dove 
hunting and none complained about the $5.00 administrative fee. The Department 
committed $3,750 to the leases and collected $2,790 from the hunters ($2,075 the 
first Saturday). To my knowledge, there were no problems associated with any of 
the hunts. Each field had 2-4 of our personnel present.

The individual field statistics for the opening day were as follows:

(1) Sunset 96 hunters 404 doves 75 acres 4.2 birds/person

(2) LeBeau 208 hunters 805 doves 280 acres 3.9 birds/person

(3) Wisner 22 hunters 129 doves 60 acres 5.9 birds/person

(4) Wisner 23 hunters 139 doves 65 acres 6.0 birds/person

(5) Wisner 24 hunters 193 doves 60 acres 8.0 birds/person

(6) Coushatta 40 hunters 9 doves 53 acres 0.2 birds/person

The LeBeau and Coushatta fields were open on September 10th as well. The results 
were poor with 143 hunters taking 28 doves in the LeBeau field and no hunters at 
the Coushatta field. Most of the hunters at the LeBeau field did not participate 
in the opening day hunt.

The fields in the Wisner area averaged 43% youth (under 16 years old) and the 
field at LeBeau on opening day was estimated to have about 1/3 youths.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Other field and WMA statistics are provided on the following pages.

The leasing of the field was spearheaded by the District personnel. Reggie 
Wycoff, Tony Vidrine, and Leslie Johnson are to be commended on the excellent job 
that they did. I am planning to have a meeting with them to discuss potential 
changes, such as a telephone system, publicity and elimination of the second 
weekend hunts.

cc: J. Herring
District Supervisors 
L. Soileau 
T. Vidrine 
L. Johnson



Opening Day Dove Hunt Results 1994

District I

Wildlife Management Areas

Bayou Pierre: 20 hunters 38 doves 1.9 birds/person
Bodcau: 5 hunters 25 doves 5.0 birds/person
Loggy Bayou: poor - few doves

District At Large

Fair with some of the best hunting along Red River sandbars 

District II

Wildlife Management Areas

Bayou Macon: 51 hunters 86 doves 1.7 birds/person
Georgia Pacific: 31 hunters 24 doves 0.8 birds/person
Ouachita: 24 hunters 3 doves 0.1 birds/person
Union: 24 hunters 104 doves 4.3 birds/person

District At Large 

Fair to good 

District III

Wildlife Management Areas

Camp Beauregard: 
Boise-Vernon: 
Elbow Slough:
Ft. Polk:
Peason Ridge:

had doves but few hunters - 
had doves but no hunters 
21 hunters 171 doves 8.1 
14 hunters 140 doves 8.6 
8 hunters 106 doves 13.3

no numbers available

birds/person
birds/person
birds/person

District At Large

Good in the non-traditional areas (woodlands); fair to poor in the agricultural 
fields.

District IV

Wildlife Management Areas

Boeuf: few hunters
Red River: few hunters

District At Large

Fair to poor



District V

District At Large

Poor

District VI

District At Large

Good

District VII

Wildlife Management Areas

Hutchinson Creek: 6 hunters
Sandy Hollow: Sat. 120 hunters 

Sun. 121 hunters

8 doves 
195 doves 
24 doves

1.3 birds/person 
1.6 birds/person 
0.2 birds/person

District At Large

Good

General Notes

The vast acreages of corn being harvested combined with the rain and the 
associated weak cold frontal system moving through the state probably adversely 
impacted many areas, particular in District III and District IV.



Sunset Field Hunter Survey

1. Did you enjoy yourself? Yes 100% No 0%

2. Did you think it was overcrowded? Yes 30% No 70%

3. Do you recommend that we keep or expand 
this program? Yes 100% No 0%

4. Do you think that we should charge more 
than $5? Yes 54% No 46%

5. Would you be willing to pay $10? Yes 88% No 12%



Joe L Hemng 
Secretaiy

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Department of Wildlife and fisheries 
105 Avenue of the Acadians 

Opelousas, LA 70570 
(318)948-0255

September 12, 1994

SUBJECT: September 10, 1994 Dove Hunt - Hwy. 71

Mike, the following information is from the Bvy. 71 Public Dove 
Hunt on September 10, 1994:

143 permits issued (137 adults, 6 minors)
26 doves harvested

Hunters were told before obtaining permits that the dove were
scarce and hunting would not be like opening week-end. Many hunters said 
that they just wanted to get out for a hunt. There were no complaints, 
all hunters very satisfied that they had a place to hunt and were thankful 
to the Department.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

MEMORANDUM:

TO:

FROM:

TV/ms 
c : R. Sonnier

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Jo* L Heozag 
Suetaiy

Department of Wildlife end Hshexies
105 Avenue of the Acadians 

Opelousas, LA70570
<318)945-0255 

Septenber 6,1994

HEM0RAHDUM:
TO: Hike Ollnde, Upland Game Biologist
FR0H: Tony Vidrtne, District VI Biologist
SUBJECT: Preliminary Report • Hvy. 71 Public Dove Hunt

The following information is submitted for your files on the above hunt: 
208 permits issued
805 doves harvested - average 3.9 birds/hunter 137 hunters harvested 1 or more birds - average 5.9 birds/hunter 10 hunters harvested limits 28 hunters harvested 10 or more birds 59 hunters harvested 6 or more birds
Ve did not delineate the adult hunters from the minor hunters, but about 33% of the hunters were minors. Everyone enjoyed the hunt very much and the hunters were very appreciative that ve had these public bunts. Many positive comments were made about the hunt. The hunters spread out in the field and respected each other. Hunters picked up hulls and trash, were very cooperative on respecting the landowner's field. Overall, the Hvy. 71 dove hunt was a very good hunt.

TV/msbc: Hugh BatemanKemey J. Sonnier

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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WILDLIFE DIVISION 
Activity Report 
September 1994

Dove Season - The first split (9 days) of dove season was a great success. Dove 
numbers and harvest were up across the state due in part to good 
production and in part to excellent weather that concentrated birds and 
delayed any urge to move out of the state. In addition to fields prepared 
on the WMAs, the Department leased private dove fields in an effort to 
provide more places for people to enjoy the sport. Attached is a complete 
report of WMA success and the first year of what promises to be a popular 
dove field leasing program.

Teal Season - Aerial surveys immediately prior to the September teal season 
indicated only 136,000 blue-winged teal, down slightly from 1993 (162,000) 
but well below the average of the previous 5 September surveys (300,000). 
However, weather and habitat conditions and teal numbers improved 
immediately after this survey. There were two days of rain followed by 
the season's first cool front which arrived on opening morning. The 
cooler weather was reinforced in mid-week when a second frontal system 
crossed the state. This weather pattern encouraged teal migration into 
Louisiana and also likely increased hunter participation.

Hunting success in most of the coastal marshes and rice fields was 
excellent. Reports of 4-bird limits were common from this region. In 
other areas of the state, bag checks on Department WMAs indicated 300 
hunters harvested 750 teal, 2.5 teal per effort, considerably higher than 
last years results.

Overall waterfowl production on the northern breeding areas was 
exceptional this year due to improved nesting habitat conditions. The 
number of breeding blue-winged teal was the highest since 1980 and 
increased 45% from 1993. This larger breeding population of teal was 
particularly successful in producing large broods in the wet Dakotas and 
southern Canadian prairies. The larger fall flight of blue-wings coupled 
with the timely frontal passages made the 1994 September season most 
successful and enjoyable.

Black Bear - Within the last few months two nuisance bear were captured and moved 
to Sherburne WMA. The first came from Cypremort Point where it fed daily 
in a dumpster and was offered handouts from the public. The second was 
removed from Avery Island where it was fed daily by residents adjacent to 
an elementary school. Both bear have continued to be problems for 
residents and camp owners in and around their new surroundings. At least 
eight camps have been broken into by these bears and both have displayed 
no fear of man. As a result one was recaptured at the Indian Bayou 
Hunting Club camp complex and donated to a zoo. The other continues to 
vandalize camps and has confronted numerous hunters on Sherburne. The 
bear has refused to retreat and Friday, September 30, followed three 
hunters scouting the Sherburne WMA to their vehicle where they were unable 
to drive the bear away. In light of these experiences the Department will 
no longer permit nuisance bear to be released on state property and has 
recommended to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service that nuisance bear not



be relocated at all.

Waterfowl Development - A number of wetland development projects have recently 
been completed and contracts have been awarded on several others. These 
projects represent the restoration or enhancement of 3,132 acres of 
wetland habitat. A greentree reservoir has just been completed on the 
Department owned Red River WMA using D.U. MARSH funds. This project will 
provide complete water control on approximately 400 acres of bottomland 
hardwood habitat. A 288 acre waterfowl impoundment was just constructed 
on the Bayou Pierre WMA in northwest Louisiana. This project, also funded 
with D.U. MARSH dollars, included the construction of levees, water 
control structures and the installation of a water well/pump combination 
to provide a dependable water supply. This area will be managed as a 
moist soil area and serve as a waterfowl refuge. A contract was recently 
awarded for the construction of a 1,500 acre greentree reservoir on the 
Boeuf River WMA. Construction will commence this fall with completion 
expected in 1995. Another contract was awarded for the construction of 
water control structures which will enhance the value of approximately 400 
acres of wetland habitat on the Three Rivers WMA in Concordia Parish. 
This $30,000 project is being developed with Louisiana Duck Stamp funds.

A North American Wetlands Conservation Act grant application has been 
submitted for the development of a 544 acres waterfowl impoundment at the 
Yakey Tract on the Red River WMA. This project will impound water on 
harvested crop stubble or on moist soil units on the cleared portions of 
the Red River WMA. This project is also a cooperative endeavor with Ducks 
Unlimited, Inc.

Several projects are presently underway on Catahoula Lake in central 
Louisiana. A project to restore the historic flow pattern in Hemphill 
Creek which drains into the lake is now under construction. When the flow 
is redirected to the main pool, the production of Chufa, the number one 
waterfowl food plant, will return to the Big Bend and Mosquito Bend areas 
of the lake. Another project is directed at burying the spent lead shot 
which have been deposited in the soils at Catahoula Lake. This "deep 
tillage" project involves plowing of the dry portions of the lake bed with 
a large "gang" plow which inverts the surface soils thus burying the lead 
shot below a depth at which waterfowl feed and reduces or eliminated the 
lead poisoning problem which results in the loss of thousands of ducks and 
geese annually.

Squirrel Season - October 1st and 2nd represented the opening weekend for both 
the squirrel and archery season statewide. Weather conditions, for the 
most part, were not conducive to successful hunting. Hot and dry 
conditions were found throughout the state on the opening day (October 1) 
with winds beginning early in the morning. Sunday, while a little better, 
was still not that good a day to be afield with windy conditions 
continuing and rain experienced in the southeastern and south central 
portions of the state and hot and muggy in the remainder of Louisiana.

Personnel of the Wildlife Division were checking hunters throughout the 
state and the following numbers represent bag checks information collected 
on state WMAs.



Hunters
5,194

Squirrels
6,751

Success 
1.3/hunter

Archery Hunters Checked Deer Harvested
445 18

These numbers may not accurately reflect the squirrel season success or 
squirrel populations for the year. While we did anticipate an average to 
below average season, weather conditions may have contributed to the low 
harvest levels. Additionally, hunter turnout is probably below last year 
as a result of weather conditions.

Reports submitted indicated that twenty citations were issued during this 
period.



Joe L  Herring 
Secretary Edwin W. Edward* 

Governor

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

12 September 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Hugh Bateman, Wildlife Division Administrator

FROM: Mike Olinde, Upland Game Study Leader

SUBJECT: Leased Dove Field Program

The Department leased 6 dove fields for the opening day and 2 for the second 
Saturday as veil. Two fields were located in St. Landry Parish (near Sunset and 
LeBeau), 3 in Franklin Parish (near Wisner) and 1 in Red River Parish (near 
Coushatta). The public seemed to be genuinely appreciate a place to go dove 
hunting and none complained about the $5.00 administrative fee. The Department 
committed $3,750 to the leases and collected $2,790 from the hunters ($2,075 the 
first Saturday). To my knowledge, there were no problems associated with any of 
the hunts. Each field had 2-4 of our personnel present.

The individual field statistics for the opening day were as follows:

(1) Sunset 96 hunters 404 doves 75 acres 4.2 birds/person

(2) LeBeau 208 hunters 805 doves 280 acres 3.9 birds/person

(3) Wisner 22 hunters 129 doves 60 acres 5.9 birds/person

(4) Wisner 23 hunters 139 doves 65 acres 6.0 birds/person

(5) Wisner 24 hunters 193 doves 60 acres 8.0 birds/person

(6) Coushatta 40 hunters 9 doves 53 acres 0.2 birds/person

The LeBeau and Coushatta fields were open on September 10th as well. The results 
were poor with 143 hunters taking 28 doves in the LeBeau field and no hunters at 
the Coushatta field. Most of the hunters at the LeBeau field did not participate 
in the opening day hunt.

The fields in the Wisner area averaged 43% youth (under 16 years old) and the 
field at LeBeau on opening day was estimated to have about 1/3 youths.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Other field and WMA statistics are provided on the following pages.

The leasing of the field was spearheaded by the District personnel. Reggie 
Wycoff, Tony Vidrine, and Leslie Johnson are to be commended on the excellent job 
that they did. I am planning to have a meeting with them to discuss potential 
changes, such as a telephone system, publicity and elimination of the second 
weekend hunts.

cc: J. Herring
District Supervisors 
L. Soileau 
T. Vidrine 
L. Johnson



Opening Day Dove Hunt Results 1994
District I

Wildlife Management Areas
Bayou Pierre: 20 hunters 38 doves 1.9 birds/person
Bodcau: 5 hunters 25 doves 5.0 birds/person
Loggy Bayou: poor - few doves

District At Large
Fair with some of the best hunting along Red River sandbars 
District IT

Wildlife Management Areas
Bayou Macon: 51 hunters 86 doves 1.7 birds/person
Georgia Pacific: 31 hunters 24 doves 0.8 birds/person
Ouachita: 24 hunters 3 doves 0.1 birds/person
Union: 24 hunters 104 doves 4.3 birds/person

District At Large 
Fair to good
District III

Wildlife Management Areas
Camp Beauregard: 
Boise-Vernon: 
Elbow Slough:
Ft. Polk:
Reason Ridge:

had doves but few hunters - 
had doves but no hunters 
21 hunters 171 doves 8.1 
14 hunters 140 doves 8.6 
8 hunters 106 doves 13.3

no numbers available
birds/person
birds/person
birds/person

District At Large

Good in the non-traditional areas (woodlands); fair to poor in the agricultural 
fields.
District IV

Wildlife Management Areas
Boeuf: few hunters
Red River: few hunters

District At Large
Fair to poor



District V

District At Large

Poor
District VI

District At Large

Good
District VII

Wildlife Management Areas

Hutchinson Creek: 6 hunters 8 doves 1.3 birds/person
Sandy Hollow: Sat. 120 hunters 195 doves 1.6 birds/person

Sun. 121 hunters 24 doves 0.2 birds/person
District At Large

Good
General Notes

The vast acreages of corn being harvested combined with the rain and the 
associated weak cold frontal system moving through the state probably adversely 
impacted many areas, particular in District III and District IV.



Sunset Field Hunter Survey
1. Did you enjoy yourself? Yes 100% No 0%
2. Did you think it was overcrowded? Yes 30% No 70%
3. Do you recommend that we keep or expand 

this program? Yes 100% No 0%
4. Do you think that we should charge more 

than $5? Yes 54% No 46%
5. Would you be willing to pay $10? Yes 88% No 12%



Joe L Haring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
105 Avenue of the Acadians 

Opelousas, LA 70570 
(318)948-0255

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

September 12, 1994

MEMORANDUM!

TO: Mike Ollnde, Upland Game Study LeaderI Up.4FROM; Tony Vldrlne; District VI Biologist
SUBJECT; September 10, 1994 Dove Bunt - Boy. 71

Mike, the following information is from the Bvy. 71 Public Dove 
Hunt on September 10, 1994:

143 permits issued (137 adults, € minors)
26 doves harvested

Hunters were told before obtaining permits that the dove were 
scarce and hunting would not be like opening week-end. Many hunters said 
that they just wanted to get out for a hunt. There were no complaints, 
all hunters very satisfied that they had a place to hunt and were thankful 
to the Department.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

TV/ms 
c: K. Sonnier

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Department of Wildlife and Rsheiies 
105 Avenue of the Acadians 

Opelousas, LA 70570 
618)94MB55 

S epteober 6,1994

Edwtn W. Edwards 
Governor

MEMOBAimOM:
TO: Hike Ollnde, Upland Cane Biologist
IROH: 3̂!" Tony Vidrine, District VI Biologist
SUBJECT: Preliminary Report * Hvy, 71 Public Dove Hunt

The following information is submitted for your files on the above bunt: 
208 permits issued
805 doves harvested - average 3.9 birds/hunter 137 hunters harvested 1 or more birds - average 5.9 birds/hunter 10 hunters harvested limits 28 hunters harvested 10 or more birds 59 hunters harvested 6 or more birds
Ve did not delineate the adult hunters from the minor hunters, but about 33% of the hunters were miners. Everyone enjoyed the hunt very much and the hunters were very appreciative that ve had these public bunts. Many positive comments were made about the hunt. The hunters spread out in the field end respected each other. Hunters picked up hulls and trash, were very cooperative on respecting the landowner's field. Overall, the Hvy. 71 dove hunt was a very good hunt.

TV/msbc: Hugh BatemanKeroey J. Sonnier

An Equa] Opportunity Employer



RULE

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby establish regulations which 

govern the collection, captive maintenance, research and 

management of native species of reptiles and amphibians. The 

reptile and amphibian harvest program is sustainable and in 

keeping with wise wildlife management techniques based upon 

scientific research and evidence.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XV. Reptiles and Amphibians 

Chapter 1. Guidelines

§101. Recreational and Commercial Harvests; Prohibitions

A. Purpose. These regulations are to govern the 

collection, captive maintenance, research and management of 

native and certain exotic species of reptiles and amphibians. 

Consistent with the constitutional authority and legislative 
mandates, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Louisiana 

Reptile and Amphibian Task Force support the following 

guidelines, principles and regulations for collectors, buyers/ 

dealers and scientists handling native species of reptiles and 

amphibians.

B. General Considerations

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

1. The living conditions of animals held in captivity



at field sites should be appropriate for that species and 

contribute to their health and well-being. The housing, feeding, 

and nonmedical care of the animals will be directed by a person 

trained and experienced in proper care, handling, and use of the 

species being maintained. Mixed housing is also appropriate for 

holding or displaying certain species.

2. Individuals of endangered or threatened taxa 

should neither be removed from the wild (except in collaboration 

with conservation efforts), nor imported or exported, except in 

compliance with applicable regulations.

3. Removal from the wild of potentially tending 

individuals of species known to tend nests should, as a general 

principle, be avoided during the nesting season unless justified 

for scientific reasons.

C. Collecting

1. Live-capture techniques should prevent or minimize 

damage to the animal.

2. Traps should be checked at least daily when 

weather conditions threaten survival of trapped animals. 

Investigators must make every effort to prevent trap deaths from 

exposure, drowning, cardiogenic shock, or capture myopathy.

3. Collecting should always be conducted so as to 

leave habitat as undisturbed as possible. Permanent removal of 

more than 50 percent of the animals from any breeding or 

hibernation aggregation should be avoided unless justified in 

writing for scientific reasons by the investigator. Similarly, 

relative large collections of gravid females from any populations



for destructive sampling should be avoided unless justified for 

scientific reasons.

D. Methods of Collection (56:632.6)

1. The use of gasoline, chemicals, or other volatile 

substances to flush reptiles and amphibians from natural hiding 

places, nests, or dens is prohibited.

2. The destruction of natural habitats is prohibited. 

All logs, rocks, stumps, and other natural objects may be turned 

over or moved, but they must be replaced in their original 

position upon completion of the collector's inspection.

3. Any trap or other device designed to capture 

reptiles or amphibians, which remains in the field unattended, 

must bear a tag with the name, address, and license number of the 

collector. All such devices must be checked every 24 hours or 

they must be rendered unworkable during periods of nonuse.

E. Restraint and Handling

1. General Principles. The decision to use physical 

or chemical restraint of wild amphibians or reptiles should be 

based upon knowledge of behavior of the animals, and availability 

of facilities. Collectors and dealers should determine and use 

the least amount of restraint necessary to do the job in a humane 

manner. Because amphibians or reptiles, especially venomous 

species (including those with toxic skin secretions), may be 

capable of inflicting serious injury either on themselves or 

those handling them, some form of restraint often is prudent. 

Species should not be confined with other species (other than 

food prey) that they may injure. The well-being of the captive



animal is of paramount importance; improper restraint, especially 

of frightened animals, can lead to major physiological 

disturbances that can result in deleterious or even fatal 

consequences.

2. Animals are best handled quietly and with the 

minimum personnel necessary. Darkened conditions tend to 

alleviate stress and quiet the animals and are recommended 

whenever appropriate. When handling large reptiles, netting or 

maneuvering or dropping them into a bag via hook, tongs, etc., is 

preferable inasmuch as they may suffer disproportionately great 

damage while struggling.

F. Housing and Maintenance

1. Normal field maintenance should incorporate, as 

far as possible, those aspects of natural habitat deemed 

important to the survival and well-being of the animal. Adequacy 

of maintenance can be judged, relative to the natural 

environment, by monitoring a combination of factors such as 

changes in growth and weight, survival rates, breeding success, 

activity levels, general behavior, and appearance. Consideration 

should be given to providing an environment that includes 

features such as natural materials, refuges, perches, and water 

baths. Natural foods should be duplicated as closely as 

possible, as should natural light, moisture, and temperature 

conditions unless alterations of these are factors under 

investigation.

2. Frequency of cage cleaning should represent a 

compromise between the level of cleanliness necessary to prevent



disease, and the amount of stress imposed by frequent handling 

and exposure to unfamiliar surroundings and bedding.

G. Turtle Rules and Regulations

1. Turtle Trap - Any device constructed with 

horizontal funnel entrances not positioned in tandem, or opening 

on the upper surface, with or without attractants, with openings 

in the upper surface to allow constant functional breathing of 

any air-breathing captured specimens, designed to attract and/or 

capture turtles in aquatic habitats.

a. Each trap or device shall be clearly marked 

as "TURTLE TRAP".

b. Trap or device placement in the water column 

shall provide continuous breathing opportunities for the captured 

specimens by having openings in the upper surface to allow 

functional breathing of the captured specimens.

c. All fish and/or other non-target species 

other than watersnakes and salamanders (e.g., amphiumas) shall be 

released into the wild upon discovery or within 24 hours, 

whichever comes first.

d. . Possession of finfish in the field while 

engaging in the commercial turtle trapping operations shall be 

prohibited.

e. A Reptile and Amphibian Collector's License 

is required to sell turtles or other reptiles and/or amphibians 

captured with legal commercial fishing gear or by other legal 

methods.

2. Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macroclemvs temmincki)



Size Limita .
i. Commercial take: all turtles shall be 15 

inches carapace length or greater (all turtles less than 15 

inches shall be released at the time of capture).

(a) Reptile and Amphibian Collector's 

License is required as provided in 56:632.4 ($25).

(b) Holder of a collector's license 

shall not possess turtles less than 15 inches carapace length by 

claiming provisions of G .2 .a .ii.

(c) Carapace length measures the 

straight line distance along the midline of the carapace.

ii. Recreational take: no size limit.

Basic recreational fishing license is required as provided in 

56:632.1.

iii. Reptile and Amphibian Wholesale/Retail 

Dealer's License is required as provided in 56:632.5.

(a) Mandatory records include weights 

and carapace length measurements recorded by Reptile and 

Amphibian Wholesale/Retail Dealer at the time of purchase; to be 
available for department inspection upon demand.

(b) size restriction and measuring 

equipment effective for a three year period (January 1, 1995 - 

December 31, 1998); following that period an evaluation of size 

limit shall be evaluated by the department.

b. Possession Limit

i. Recreational take: four per day per

person.



ii. Commercial take: no limit on numbers

taken.
H. Green Anole Rule. It shall be illegal to sell or ■ 

purchase any Green Anole (Anolis carolinesis) with a snout-vent 

length of less than 1 3/4 inches or an overall length of less 

than 5 (five) inches with the tail intact.
I. Checklist of native or established amphibians and 

reptiles of Louisiana as listed by Dundee and Rossman, 1989, The 

Amphibians and Reptiles of Louisiana. LSU Press.

1. Salamanders

Spotted Salamander (Ambystgma maculatum)

Marbled Salamander (Ambystgma opacum)

Mole Salamander (Ambystgma talooideum) 

Small-mouthed Salamander (Ambystgma texanum) 

Eastern Tiger Salamander (Ambystgma tigrinum

tiarinum)

cgnanti)

auriculatus)

Two-toed Amphiuma fAmphiuma means)

Three-toed Amphiuma (Amphiuma tridactvlum)

Spotty Dusky Salamander (Desmoonathus fuscus

Southern Dusky Salamander (Desmoonathus

Southern Two-lined Salamander (Eurvcea cirrioera) 

Three-lined Salamander (Eurvcea lonoicauda

auttolineata)

Dwarf Salamander (Eurvcea ouadridiaitata) 

Four-toed Salamander (Hemidactvlium scutatum)



Slimy Salamanders (Plethodon alutinosus complex)* 

Southern Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon

serratus)
Webster's Salamander (Plethodon websteri)

Gulf Coast Mud Salamander (Pseudotriton montanus

flavissimus)

Southern Red Salamander (Pseudotriton ruber

yioscai)
Gulf Coast Waterdog (Necturus beyeri)

Red River Waterdog (Necturus maculosus

louisianensis)
Central Newt (Notophthalmus viridescens

louisianensis)
Western Lesser Siren (Siren intermedia netting!)

♦ Plethodon alutinosus includes P_j_ mississippi and P\_ kisatchie 

which can be distinguished only by biochemical methods.

2. Toads and Frogs

Dwarf American Toad (Bufo americanus charlesmithi) 

Oak Toad (Bufo guercicus)

Southern Toad (Bufo terrestris)

Gulf Coast Toad (Bufo valliceps)

Fowler's Toad (Bufo woodhousii fgwleri)

Northern Cricket Frog (Acris crepitans crepitans) 

Southern Cricket Frog (Acris gryllus grvllus) 

Bird-voiced Treefrog (Hyla avivoca)

Cope's Gray Treefrog (Hyla chrvsoscelis)

Greater Gray Treefrog (Hyla versicolor)



Green Treefrog (Hyla cinerea)
Northern Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer crucifer) 

Pine Woods Treefrog (Hyla femoralis)

Barking Treefrog (Hyla aratiosa)

Squirrel Treefrog (Hyla squirella)

Ornate Chorus Frog (Pseudacris ornata) 

Strecker's Chorus Frog (Pseudacris streckeri) 

Upland Chorus Frog (Pseudacris triseriata

feriarum)
Greenhouse Frog (Eleutherodactvlus planirostri) 

established exotic
Eastern Narrow-mouthed Frog (Gastroohrvne

carolinensis)

holbrookii)

Eastern Spadefoot (Scaohioous holbrookii

Hurter's Spadefoot (Scaphiopus holbrookii

hurterii)
Southern Crawfish Frog (Rana areolata areolata) 

Dusky Gopher Frog (Rana areolata sevosa) 

Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana)

Bronze Frog (Rana clamitans clamitans)

Pig Frog (Rana grylig)

Pickerel Frog (Rana palustris)

Southern Leopard Frog (Rana sphenoceohala)

3. Turtles

Common Snapping Turtle (Chelvdra serpentina

serpentina)



Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macroclemvs temminckii) 

Southern Painted Turtle (Chrvsemvs picta dorsalis) 

Eastern Chicken Turtle (Deirochelvs reticularia

reticularia)
Western Chicken Turtle (Deirochelvs reticularia

miaria)
Mississippi Map Turtle fGraptemvs kohnii)

Ringed Map Turtle (Graotemvs oculifera)

Ouachita Map Turtle (Graotemvs pseudoaeographica

ouachitensis)
Sabine Map Turtle fGraptemvs pseudogeographica

sabinensis)

Alabama Map Turtle fGraptemvs pulchra) 

Mississippi Diamondback Terrapin (Malaclemvs 

terrapin pileata)
River Cooter (Pseudemvs concinna complex)

Florida Cooter (Pseudemvs floridana complex)

Gulf Coast Box Turtle (Terraoene Carolina major) 

Three-toed Box Turtle (Terraoene Carolina

triunguis)
Ornate Box Turtle (Terraoene ornata ornata) 

Red-eared Slider (Trachemvs scriota eleoans) 

Mississippi Mud Turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum

hiooocreois)

Razor-backed Musk Turtle (Sternotherus carinatus) 

Stripe-necked Musk Turtle (Sternotherus minor

peltifer)



Stinkpot (Sternotherus qdqratus)

Gopher Tortoise (Gqpherus polyphemus)

Midland Smooth Softshell (Aoalone mutica mutica) 

Gulf Coast Smooth Softshell (Aoalone mutica

calyata)
Gulf Coast Spiny Softshell (Apalone spinifera

aspera)
Pallid Spiny Softshell (Apalone spinifera pallida)

4. Lizards
Eastern Slender Glass Lizard (Oohisaurus 

attenuatus lonaicaudus)
Western Slender Glass Lizard (Qphisaurus 

attenuatus attenuatus)
Eastern Glass Lizard (Oohisaurus ventralis) 

Mediterranean Gecko (Hemidactvlus turcicus 

turcicus) established exotic

Green Anole (Anolis carolinensis) 

v Southern Fence Lizard (Sceloporus undulatus

undulatus)
Northern Fence Lizard (Sceloporus undulatus

hvacinthinus)
Southern Coal Skink (Eumeces anthracinus

pluvialis)

Five-lined Skink (Eumeces fasciatus) 

Southeastern Five-lined Skink (Eumeces

inexoectatus)

Broad-headed Skink (Eumeces laticeps)



Southern Prairie Skink (Eumeces septentrionalis

obtusirostris)
Ground Skink (Scincella lateralis)

Six-lined Racerunner (Cnemidophorus sexlineatus

sexlineatus)

5. Snakes

Midwest Worm Snake (Carohoohis amoenus helenae) 

Western Worm Snake (Carohoohis amoenus vermis) 

Northern Scarlet Snake (Cemoohora coccinea cooei) 

Buttermilk Racer (Coluber constrictor anthicus) 

Black-masked Racer (Coluber constrictor

latrunculus)
Tan Racer (Coluber constrictor etheridqei)

Eastern Yellow-bellied Racer (Coluber constrictor

flaviventris)

Southern Black Racer (Coluber constrictor priaous) 

Mississippi Ringneck Snake (Diadoohis ounctatus

stictogenvs)
Great Plains Rat Snake (Elaohe guttata emorvi)

Corn Snake (Elaohe guttata guttata)

Black Rat Snake (Elaohe obsoleta obsoleta)

Texas Rat Snake (Elaohe obsoleta lindheimeri) 

Western Mud Snake (Farancia abacura reinwardtii) 

Rainbow Snake (Farancia erytroqramma erytrooramma) 

Eastern Hognose Snake (Heterodon platvrhinos) 

Prairie Kingsnake (Lamorooeltis calligaster

calliqaster)



Mole Kingsnake (Lampropeltis calligaster

rhqmbomaculata)

hglbrggki)

amaura)

elapsoides)

flagellum)

flavigaster)

transversa)

Speckled Kingsnake (Lamorooeltis oetulus

Louisiana Milk Snake (Lamorooeltis triangulum

Scarlet Kingsnake (Lampropeltis triangulum

Eastern Coachwhip (Masticoohis flagellum

Gulf Salt Marsh Snake (Nerodia clarkii clarkii) 

Western Green Water Snake (Nerodia cvclooion) 

Yellow-bellied Water Snake (Nerodia erythrogaster

Blotched Water Snake (Nerodia erythrogaster

Broad-banded Water Snake (Nerodia fasciata

confluens)

rhombifer)

ruthveni)

Diamond-backed Water Snake (Nerodia rhomobifer

Midland Water Snake (Nerodia sipedon oleuralis) 

Rough Green Snake (Opheodrvs aestivus)

Black Pine Snake (Pituoohis melanoleucus lodingi) 

Louisiana Pine Snake (Pituophis melanoleucus

Graham's Crayfish Snake (Regina grahamii)

Delta Glossy Crayfish Snake (Regina rigida deltae)



sinicola)

Western Glossy Crayfish Snake (Regina rigida

Pine Woods Snake (Rhadinaea flavilata)

Marsh Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi limnetes) 

Texas Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi texana) 

Midland Brown Snake (Storeria dekavi wrightorum) 

Florida Red-bellied Snake (Storeria

occioitomaculata gbscura)
Southeastern Crowned Snake (Tantilla coronata) 

Flat-headed Snake (Tantilla gracilis) 

western Ribbon Snake (Thamnoohis oroximus

oroximus)
Gulf Coast Ribbon Snake (Thamnoohis oroximus

orarius)
Eastern Ribbon Snake (Thamnonhis sauritus

sauritus)
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnonhis sirtalis

sirtalis)
Rough Earth Snake (Virginia striatula)

Western Smooth Earth Snake (Virginia valeriae

eleoans)
Eastern Coral Snake (Micrurus fulvius fulvius) 

Texas Coral Snake (Micrurus fulvius tenere) 

Southern Copperhead (Aokistrodon

contortrix contortrix)

leucostoma)

Western Cottonmouth (Aakistrodon piscivorus



Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake (Crotalus

adamanteus)

atricaudatus)

streckeri)

Canebrake Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus

Western Pygmy Rattlesnake (Sistrurus miliarius

6. Alligator

American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis)

J. Restricted Amphibians and Reptiles

1. The species listed below are deemed to be 

especially sensitive to overcollection in the state of Louisiana 

because of low population levels and/or limited ranges (according 

to Dundee and Rossman, 1989, The Amphibians and Reptiles of 

Louisiana, LSU Press, and any pertinent subsequent scientific 

literature). Collection of these species from the wild in 

Louisiana for commercial or personal purposes is hereby 

prohibited. Scientific collecting of these species will be 

allowed by permit under the following conditions:

a. one voucher specimen of these species per 

site may be collected to document range extensions or confirm the 

current occurrence of a species suspected to have been extirpated 

at a site (i.e. not collected in the past 20 years); collecting 

more than one specimen of these species shall require written 

justification submitted to and approved by Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, the approved number then being indicated on the 

permit?

b. up to five individuals of these species found



dead may be salvaged;

c. any number of individuals of these species 

may be captured, processed (i.e. measured, marked, tissue samples 

taken by means deemed acceptable by Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, etc.) and released alive where originally found as 

part of a legitimate scientific study.

2. As more information concerning the status of these 

and other amphibians and reptiles becomes available, species may 

be removed from or added to this list.

3. List of Restricted Amphibians and Reptiles 

Ambvstoma tiarinum - tiger salamander 

Plethodon serratus - southern red-backed

salamander

Plethodon websteri - Webster's salamander 

Pseudotriton montanus - mud salamander 

Pseudotriton ruber - red salamander

4. List of Threatened or Endangered Amphibians and 

Reptiles. In addition to those listed above, the following 

species are listed as threatened or endangered in Louisiana (LAC 

76:1.317) and may not be collected.

Chelonia mvdas - green sea turtle 

Eretmochelvs imbricata - hawksbill sea turtle 

Leoidochelvs kempii - Kemp's ridley sea turtle 

Dermochelvs coriacea - leatherback sea turtle 

Caretta caretta - loggerhead sea turtle 

Gooherus Polyphemus - gopher tortoise 

Graptemvs oculifera - ringed sawback turtle



AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:632.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 20: (October

1994) .
The regulations governing the reptile and amphibian harvest 

program may be viewed at the Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters, 

2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA, phone (504) 765-2811.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

expresses its intent to adopt a rule establishing visitor 

regulations for State Wildlife Refuge and Paul J. Rainey Refuge of 

the National Audubon Society.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part III. state Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries 

Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commissions 

§323. State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges

A. Visitor Regulations for State Wildlife Refuge

1. Use of the refuge will be allowed from official 

sunrise to official sunset. This includes access routes through 

the refuge.

2. Overnight camping is prohibited.

3. Hunting, pursuing, killing, molesting or

intentionally disturbing any type of wildlife by the public is 

prohibited. This does not prohibit the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries from carrying out harvest programs for certain types of 

wildlife as specified in the Deed of Donation.
4. Commercial and recreational trawling on the refuge 

is prohibited. Recreational trotlines, jug lines, trammel nets, 

gill nets, hoop nets and fish and crab traps are prohibited. All 

commercial fishing and use of any commercial fishing gear on the 

refuge is prohibited. Twenty-five pounds of shrimp (heads on) per 

boat or vehicle per day is allowed during the inside open shrimp

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



season as established by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. 

Ten pounds of shrimp (heads on) for bait purposes may be caught 

during the closed season. Shrimp may be harvested only by cast net 

on the refuge and only for sport fishing or home consumption use. 

Containers are required to receive cast net catches to prevent 

littering and for safety purposes.

5. Crawfish may be harvested from the open portion of 

the refuge and 100 pounds per boat or vehicle is allowed per day. 

Set nets may be used but must be attended and removed from the 

refuge daily. No commercial harvest is allowed.

6. Crabs may be harvested from the open portion of the 

refuge; and 12 dozen crabs are allowed per boat or vehicle per day. 

A maximum of 12 crab nets are allowed per boat or vehicle. No 

commercial harvest is allowed.

7. oysters may be harvested by tonging (properly 

licensed) or by hand collection from the natural reefs. One gallon 

per boat or vehicle per day is allowed and oysters must be opened 

at the reef and the shells returned to the reef. Taking of oysters 

on the reef is dependent upon Department of Health and Hospitals' 

approval and may be closed at any time by the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries.

8. The burning of the marsh by the public is 

prohibited. Water control structures shall not be tampered with or 

altered by anyone other than employees of the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries.

9. Bringing firearms, bows and arrows, liquor and 

controlled dangerous substances (drugs) onto the refuge is



prohibited. Personal companion animals (eg. dogs) are restricted 

to boats or vehicles unless prior approval is obtained from the 

refuge supervisor. Upon probable cause a violation has occurred, 

all boats and vehicles are subject to search by all authorized 

employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

10. Speed boat racing, air boats, hover craft, jet skis, 

and water skiing is prohibited. All boat traffic shall honor no 

wake zones and shall keep wave wash to a minimum. Pulling boats 

over or around levees, dams or water control structures is 

prohibited. The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may further 

restrict specified areas of the refuge from public access or use.

11. No litter is allowed. Visitors must remove their 

litter or place litter in appropriate litter disposal sites. 

Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs and wild plants without prior 

approval is prohibited.

12. Commercial fishing gear or trawls shall not be 

permitted in possession while participating in sport fishing on the 

refuge. Commercial fishing gear may be in possession for non-stop 

access directly across refuge or for safe harbor only.
13. Department officials and enforcement officers shall 

have the duty and the right to restrict access to the refuge, even 

for the purpose herein enumerated, whenever the circumstances exist 

that such access may impair the primary purpose of the refuge as a 

wildlife refuge and sanctuary.

14. Violation of any part of this subsection constitutes 

a class two violation.

B. Visitor Regulations for Paul J. Rainey Refuge of the



National Audubon Society
1. All visitors must be accompanied by a representative 

of the National Audubon Society.

2. Trespassing, hunting, pursuing, killing, molesting, 

fishing or intentionally disturbing any type of wildlife by the 

public is prohibited. This does not prohibit the National Audubon 

Society from carrying out harvest programs for certain types of 

wildlife as specified in the Deed of Donation.

3. Possessing firearms, bows and arrows, liquor and 

controlled dangerous substances (drugs) on the refuge is 

prohibited.

4. Upon probable cause a violation has occurred, all 

boats and vehicles are subject to search by all authorized 

employees of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

5. Department officials and enforcement officers shall 

have the duty and the right to restrict access to the refuge, even 

for the purpose herein enumerated, whenever the circumstances exist 

that such access may impair the primary purpose of the refuge as a 

wildlife refuge and sanctuary.
6. Violation of any part of this subsection constitutes 

a class two violation.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6 et

seq. and R.S. 56:763.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 

rule to Johnnie Tarver, Administrator, Fur & Refuge Division,



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 28, 1994.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider

Chairman



RULE

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 

the following rule prohibiting the use of gill nets and trammel 

nets in the upper end of Bayou DeSiard located in Ouachita Parish.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§173. Netting Prohibition - Bayou DeSiard

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby prohibits the use 

of gill nets and trammel nets in that portion of Bayou DeSiard, 

Ouachita Parish, bounded on the north by U.S. Highway 165 near 

Sterlington, and on the south by Shorty Payne Road near Black 

Bayou.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:22(B).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 20:

John F. "Jeff" Schneider

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Chairman



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), 

the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 

56:22(B), the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in order to 

protect fish populations in freshwater impoundments during water 

drawdown periods, does hereby enact the following rule:

All freshwater impoundments shall be closed to use of 

commercial fish netting during water drawdown periods, unless 

otherwise specified by the Department based upon biological and 

technical data; the closure to begin on the date the drawdown 

control structure is opened and continued until the lake returns to 

full pool following closure of the structure.

Emergency action is necessary to provide immediate protection 

to fish populations in impoundments that are presently, or soon 

will be in the drawdown condition.

John F. "Jeff" Schneider

Chairman



NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE

THE
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Sealed bids will be received in the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries' (LDWF) Office of Management and Finance, 
located at 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808 on or 
before August 31, 1994 at 2:00 p.m., for the Affinity Credit Card 
Program at which time and date the bids will be opened publicly in 
the Louisiana Room, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF), 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Copies of special instructions for bidding, the proposed 
Credit Card Program, and the bid form are available to any 
interested bidder at the Office of the Undersecretary, Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, telephone number 765-2867, 
2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808, prior to the 
opening of the bids on the Affinity Credit Card Program. All bids 
must be submitted in accordance with the special instructions for 
bidding, and perspective bidders should carefully examine the same 
prior to submitting any bid thereof.



NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE 

ON BEHALF OF THE
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

By virtue of and in conformity with the provisions of Sub-part 
A of Chapter 2, Title 30 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 
as amended, R.S. 56:441, and other applicable laws, sealed bids 
will be received in the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries' (LDWF) Office of Management and Finance, located at 2000 
Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808 on or before August 31, 
1994 at 2:00 p.m., for the Affinity Credit Card Program at which 
time and date the bids will be opened publicly in the Louisiana 
Room, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), 2000 
Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808. The successful bidder 
will be formally selected by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries and announced at the Commission Meetipg scheduled for 
October 6, 1994.

All bids are to offer a royalty or a comparable compensation 
for Credit Card Programs having a primary term which shall not 
exceed five (5) years, which programs are to be granted without any 
warranty or recourse against LDWF whatsoever, either expressed or 
implied, not even for return by LDWF of any payments received under 
the Program or being otherwise responsible to bidder.

The provisions of this notice or advertisement and the 
relevant statutes establish the material considerations necessary 
for the formulation of proper bids, and this notice or 
advertisement shall not be deemed to be modified, enlarged or 
diminished by resolutions or policy expressions not incorporated 
herein expressly or by reference.

Initially, a mailing list consisting of 11 The Conservationist” 
magazine subscribers (approximately 52,000) will be available to 
the successful bidder for the purpose of solicitation. Any 
additional mailing lists may also be available based on mutual 
consent.



All bids must be submitted in accordance with .the special 
instructions for bidding, and perspective bidders should carefully 
examine the same prior to submitting any bid therefore.

The following requirements and special instructions must be 
met in order to bid on the Affinity Credit Card Program:

The Department reserves the right to perform scheduled and 
unannounced audits. LDWF reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals and bids. LDWF also reserves the right to 
cancel the contract contingent upon 30-days notice.
1. Provide an Affinity Credit Card Program to be offered to 

mutually agreed upon individuals. The credit card must bear 
the name and logo selected by LDWF and be issued by a leading 
institution utilizing MasterCard or Visa. The Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) will have no 
liability or cost in conjunction with the services provided.

2. Specify, if any, the royalty provided to LDWF.
3. Specify the annual percentage rate and the annual fee of the 

card.
4. Document the enhancements provided on the credit card.
i5. Specify the percentage of affinity credit cards in the 

lender's portfolio, as well as the number of current programs.
6 . Document the process by which the lender will market the 

program. Include which entity will perform this function 
which is to include all prior and existing accounts.

7. Provide an outline of management information reports which can 
be provided at no cost to LDWF.

8 . outline procedures for implementing the affinity credit card 
program and an approximate timetable for implementation.

9. Provide examples of other affinity credit card programs for 
other wildlife and fisheries organizations.

10. Completely specify the liability connected with a lost or 
stolen card and non-collectable debts.

11. Specify procedures for obtaining a replacement card in the 
event a card is lost or stolen. Specify the approximate time 
interval between notification of a lost or stolen card and 
issuance of a replacement card.



12. Specify the process to review credit card applications.
13. State the involvement LDWF will have in the administration of 

the program.
14. The contractor will keep LDWF harmless of any and all 

liabilities;
15. The contract shall be for a period of 3 years initially, and 

may be renewed annually for a maximum of 2 years contingent 
upon approval of LDWF9s Resource Economic Manager or his 
designee;

16. Payments must be submitted quarterly; and
17. The decision of the selection committee is final, upon 

approval of the Undersecretary.
18. Assignment: The contractor is prohibited from assigning,

transferring, conveying, subletting or otherwise disposing of 
this agreement or it's rights, title interest, or duty therein 
or it's power to execute such agreement to any other person, 
company or corporation without previous consent and approval, 
in writing, by the State.

Criteria for acceptance of contract terms:

Points
a. Minimal Annual Fee and Percentage Rate
b. Verifiable Track Record
c. Verifiable Reputation
d. Minimum annual benefit to LDWF, i.e, royalty

25
25
25

provided to the Department 25
TOTAL 100



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT 
OFWILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

AFFINITY CREDIT CARD PROGRAM BID FORM

BID OPENING: AUGUST 31. 1994

BIDDER'S NAME: ________ :__________________________________
COMPANY'S NAME: ____________ !______________________________
MAILING ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________ ;____________________________ ,
TELEPHONE AC ( ) ____________________________
FAX #: AC f ) _____________

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE READ "INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS" 
'AND "SPECIAL CONDITIONS" AND UNDERSTAND THESE TERMS.

(Any alteration of this bid form will void such bid.)

SIGNATURE OF BIDDER: 
DATE:

WITNESSED:

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries reserves the right to 
reject all bids if the bid price is unsatisfactory.
If additional information is needed, contact Dr. Farhad Niami at 
(504) 765-2708.

RETURN THIS ORIGINAL SIGNED FORM. ALONG WITH THE PROPOSED BID. IN 
THE ENCLOSED PINK ENVELOPE BY 2:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 31. 
1994.
BIDS WILL BE PUBLICLY OPENED AND READ AT LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HEADQUARTERS BUILDING IN THE LOUISIANA ROOM 
ON THE 1ST FLOOR. 2000 QUAIL DRIVE. BATON ROUGE. LA 70808.
ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND BID OPENING



□  The Advocate, Baton Rouge, La., □  Frl. July 22,1994 a  15D
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itlngent upon the 
iy the State Bond 
he State shall In
in to the Contrac- 
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*3916
fill be  received for 
Islene by the Dtvt- 
ttration, Office of 
no, Post Office 
Main Street. One 
e  - 13th Floor, 
jorth and 4th 
Rouge, Louisiana 
III 10:00 A.M.. on 
4, for the follow-

o W est Clinic 
tglohal Hospital
Louisiana------

*************** *************** ***************
Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices :

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 
AND FINANCE 

ON BEHALF OF THE 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
Sealed bids will be  received In 

the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries' (LDWF) 
Office of Management and Fi
nance, located at 2000 Quail 
Drive. Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
70808 on or before August 31, 
1994 at 2:00 p.m„ for the Affinity 
Credit Card Program at which 
time and date the bids win be 
opened publicly In the Louisiana 
Room. Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), 
2000 Quail Drive. Baton Rouge. 
Louisiana.

Copfee of special Inetrue- 
ttons for bidding, th e  proposed 
Credit C ard Program , end the 
bid form are available to any In
terested bidder at the Office of 
the Undersecretary, Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fish
eries. telephone number 
765-2867, 2000 Ousll Drive, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808, 
prior to the opening of the bids 
on  the Affinity Credit Card Pro
gram. All b ids m ust be subm it
ted  In accordance  with th e  spe
cial Instructions for bidding, 
and perspective bidders should 
carefully examine the sam e prior 
to submitting any bid thereof. 
542282-jul 22-29-aug 5-12-41

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

yette Street by a  depth of 64 feet 
between parallel lines and Is lo
cated Immediately south of Lot 1. 
Lot 14. front 64 feet on the south 
side of Convention Street by a 
depth of 160 feet between paral
lel lines « id  Is located Immedi
ately east of Lots 1 end 2 of 
Square 2. Gilbert Leonard Town.

The total plot fronts 128 feet 
front on Lafayette Street by a 
depth of 128 feet along Conven
tion Street.

Sealed bids must be delivered 
to the State Land Office (625 
North 4th Street, Baton Rouge, 
LA-Room 1205) on  or before 
11:00 o'clock a.m, July 27,1994. 
Sealed bids may be  mailed to 
P.O. Box 44124,. Baton Rouge, 
LA 70804-4124. The bid should 
then be  placed In a  separate en
velope with the word BID and the 
date the bid ts to be  opened writ
ten on the outside of each enve
lope. The bid should then- be 
placed Into a  larger envelope 
end forwarded to  the State Land 
Office by Registered or Certified 
Mall; with a  notation thereon to 
the effect that a  sealed bid Is en
closed. All bidders must Include 
e certified check, cashiers check 
or bank money order with their 
bkf. The minimum bid for subject 
property is Seven-Hundred 
Thousand ($700,000.00) Dollars. 
Bidders are  encouraged to ob
tain and use a copy of the Bid 
form In submitting olds on this 
property.

Minerals reserved to the State 
In accordance with Section, 4 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of 
1974.

THIS BALE 18 MADE WITH-

be accepted. Proposals wilt be 
evaluated according to criteria 
defined In the AFP, and an pro
posers will be notified by mall or 
any contract awarded after such 
evaluation within thirty (30) days 
ofthe closing date. . 
633288-|UiB-15-22-31

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

' The Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals (DHH), Of
fice of Public Health wishes to 
announce that It Is Issuing a  Re
quest for Proposal for the pur
pose of selecting a  firm tb pro
vide a  draft clearance end pay
ment system that Interfaces with 
banking services for the food In
struments (drafts) of the Special 
Supplemental Food Program for 
Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC).

Copies of the Request for Pro
posal (RFP) can be obtained by 
written or telephone request by 
contacting:

Louisiana Office of ■
' Public Health 
Nutrition Services 

326 Loyola Ave.. Rm. 406 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
Attn: Henry M. Klimek 

(504) 566-6066
Questions wfil be received In 

writing only, end should be sent 
to the address above. The dead
line tor receiving questions will 
be  Friday, July 1 s t In addition, In 
order to answer any questions 

;• concerning • the RFPT a 
;• Proposers7 Conference win be 
. held Friday, August 12th a t io:oo

*  . s f a s  n  i i tea i i ■ a ■> i

ment Division of the Department 
of Natural Resources has re
ceived the following application 
for a  Coastal Use Permit In ac
cordance with the State and Lo
cal Coastal Resources Manage
ment Act of 1976, as amended. 
(Louisiana R.S. 49, Sections 
214.21-214.41), and the rules 
and regulations of the Coastal 
Resources Program.

Additionally, interested parties 
are hereby notified that an appli
cation has been received by the 
District Engineer for a  Depart
ment of the Army permit to au
thorize the following pursuant to: 
[Xj Section 404 of the Clean Wa
ter Act (86 Stat. 816: 33 USC 
1344), (XI Section IQ of the Riv
ers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 
USC 403).

Application has also been 
made to the Louisiana Depart
ment of Environmental Quality, 
Office of Water Resources for, a 
Water Quality Certification In ac
cordance with statutory authority 
contained In the Louisiana Re
vised Statutes of 1950, Title 30. 
Chapter 11, Part IV. Section 2074 
A(3) and provisions of Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (P.L 
95-217).

NAME OF APPUCANT: Cliff 
Tucker. 51 Montego Drive. 
Kenner, LA 70065

LOCATION OF WORK: JEF
FERSON PARISH, LA: Let.
29e45*32* and Long. 9O"06'53". 
Section 15. T15S-R23E. Lot 
H-2-D, Flemming Plantation, be
tw e e n -  LA  H w y -4 5  and - p a y p u
Barataria. -I

CHARACTER OF WORK: 
Prooosed drejlolno of a  i  S' X^fi'

; . J ,

-1

i
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CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT 
OCTOBER COMMISSION MEETING

In September, 34 cases were assessed for a 
value of $14,614; during this same period we 
received payment on 26 cases totalling $4,938.

The Departments computer staff continues to 
work on making changes to the system relative 
to the confiscated goods, hearing/adjudication 
forms for use by the hearing officer, the 
adjudication cover letters and Notices of 
Decision, and keying dispositions.



MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT
NO. CASES AMOUNT CREDIT FOR NO. CASES AMOUNT

PERIOD ASSESSED ASSESSED SALE GOODS PAID PAID
July, 1992 105 26,553 (10,515) 103 5,578
Aug, 1992 137 26,153 (3,241) 95 5,292
Sept, 1992 214 34,341 (3,245) 82 6,186
Oct, 1992 346 238,388 (19,670) 119 8,310
Nov, 1992 34 17,264 220 11,744
Dec, 1992 122 76,371 (7,012) 97 5,042
Jen, 1993 77 35,470 (979) 75 7,389
Feb, 1993 40 10,787 81 13,141
March, 1993 37 15,552 (1,876) 60 13,479
April, 1993 24 8,418 (10,809) 31 5,000
May, 1993 21 16,063 (1,599) 39 5,704
June, 1993 40 23,637 (7,454) 27 8,356
Total FY 93 1,197 528,997 (66,400) 1,029 95,221

July, 1993 25 21,039 (9,778) 29 4,855
August, 1993 53 44,922 (1,137) 41 7,950
Sept., 1993 42 137,635 (17,938) 35 6,783
October, 1993 49 21,471 (11,282) 40 3,285
Nov., 1993 57 31,207 (13,260) 32 3,053
Dec., 1993 53 13,777 0 27 6,507
Jan., 1994 38 18,918 0 32 4,423
Feb., 1994 68 38,131 (8,238) 46 9,124
March, 1994 38 22,739 (2,482) 51 10,854
April, 1994 14 44,732 (1,404) 27 7,307
May, 1994 10 4,504 (165) 7 5,447
June, 1994 29 26,167 (2,986) 12 1,886
Total FY 94 476 425,242 (68,670) 379 71,474

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95
July, 1994 17 2,127 (335) 23 2,101
August, 1994 41 96,403 (3,035) 20 1,010
Sept., 1994 34 14,614 (14,002) 26 2,596

DISCOUNTS
TAKEN

292
4,651
1,275
3,799
6,941
5,846
2,379
2,381
4,077
31,643

2,545
3,603
3,048
1,519
2,845
6,713
2,831
5,993
6,796
4,632
3,808
1,214
45,547

1,437
605

2,342



** TOTAL AGING 
526 

$673,822.04

99B
W W t o m u i i v t o e i t i )  Z

03 ZM M  I I I I I I I Oto #a
K  K  M W M  M  MMpazoxoauiroiooNuitD> > H u i o o o o o o n
” "goooeoooH

O e y » K K K K K K K <  
1-3 z  0 3 U 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 3 O

1

> m **J
o B o5 > o PJ X

O  K H 03

18 O g o  >  e  
>  o) 9 s 8 H 03 03 o  > >

H  Z H H 03 03 M Q > 03 H  2  ^ 03 r t  K H P  r  xP) > n m H O O G O O 0 3 O o o G e o o » z a pj pj ft
•0 03 C* 03 03 PI 53 PI 03 B PI 03 B  PI • B  Z  Z  O  B  M H 03 03> 03 1 S CD H  M CD PJ W 03 Z  PJ O  G  >  Z M O  H
M **} o <  2  O  D  M O M 0 3 O M > m Z 0 3 Z K H o PJ B  M
o  » c O M M M H < M H 0 3 M H O O »  H  Z  03 . z X  H

o H M Z M H 0 3 M H 0 3 Z H 0 3 G  H  03 H o n e
H  S 03 O  H  03 03 O  03 PJ 03 a o  m  z > PJ O  H
O H PI 03 t- Z  03 X  O  "I H 03 PJ Z  wr> > o > H  H  PJ Z  O  0) 03 . o  9  o
o  o Z X H 03 2  0  X PJ M H  z
o  r o W M H E3 x b 03 Z 03 ^
r  r H H  H o Z  03 S H 03 o o <C n z X z H  "J M . PI . >  >n n o PI o 03 a 2 o x  h  r
O H 32 z n w pj a

11
n

I

<»<»o  o
o  oQ O

H

g s
M

a
§

sI
4»«>O O
o o o  o

2 o wii§
z 5 8

N) K>o  o  o  m  o  <n

«>«></> oxo o  o  o  o  o
o  o  o  o  o  o o o o o

1 m  a r f  e
1 to B H
i to S 2 2l A. s 8  >
l  <r>-o> z 03 X

<» <» <» 1 <0  M  M H H H H
N> IN) w l e  a  a O  „ H  2

2 H H
W 03 Is) 1 0 )  O  0t O o gz

« » « » < » « o><a<a vo O 1 «J O  M to Z H Ho  o o  o O  O  O  N) O  cn 03 l .  A h j v *x.H M
W X o  oo  o o e O  O  O  O  O  03 01 1 M  IS) A a o z  tgo  o . o o O  O  O  U> O  M M ■ O  O  M z *s.

1 t 1 1 H M >  X
ID O  M

1 to h  r
i

at^ se
M H

| 38
; 1 2  >U1 <71 ie |  M  IS) W 01 O §  z

M O o o O  O  IN) ^  A  03 IS) 1 VI IS* N) n •o B  O
1 03 -N. o
1 O  PJ X PI
1 M  H H  H

■0»K»
<z» 0» <»<»•«»  
O  CD o  o  o

o o o o o

«>
►-

o» <» 
* .  Ul

< » '
U> U) U) ~1 

<» < »  A  CB A  O

•to
Mo
A

«J

1 t o
1 t o  t o  m  
I M  M  H» 
1 O  -U U>

1 O  U) M 
1 O  M  A

>

Y
E

A
R

 
T

 
1 

T
O

 
0

9

l s)4» < » « » to 2
03 O o o O  O  to  <» to  A O |  -*) M to O w

c O  O
*1 o o o o  o  m  in)  03 cn A 1 - J  - 4  A z ^ 2o  o o o O  O  A  A  O  to  

1 1
A 1 O  O  A

1 1

1
1
■

H MH
t e  P3 
toto

z 1 1
a 1

1 h* IS)
1
1 IS) n

a 1 >
w M  > 1 A M «4 W M 1 M  U> M CO
►« A  IN) M  03 U> |  In) 09 W M M  M  W Is) O 1 t o  Is) O DC
w

E6306339300 In) 1 A IS) A  IS* O  O A  IS) O M M t o W M t o W A 1 «J O  A w
CO 1 1

1 Z
1 n
| P3
1 O  B
1 to  H

to 1 t o *s. H O
M 1 M u> O >

t o 1 t o t o in 1 t o * o  Z
to t o  t o  to t o 1 A IS) t o t o  t o  M M 1 t o  Is) U) *v PJ
A A  Ul t o  t o  to  t o  t o t o  M 1 «J A M t o m  a  e  a* to 1 «4 A  <0
a> to  A  M O  M A M Is) O 1 W to o  w M  to  w  o to 1 O  A  U) to  O

» * » * t o *  * * t o * * * * A * > to U)
CD « J ( B l N ) t o A A » J 0 3 A  A 1 CD t o  a* o M O t o Oj M  to  A  to w 1 A  O  *4 2 * ■ 2 O
A t o t o W C O A O M W O A to A 1 IN) to  -J  A t o t o CD O t o  m A  -J  «J •«* «4 O © 1 t o  Is) -J o 2 1
W O O - J O O I N ) U ) O t o M o  o 1 IN) -4  t o  o  O  O to  M O  A O  t o  M  *4 IS) to A 1 Ul -4  © c H U)

t o O O t o O f N ) t - * O M t - * W O  M 1 O CD A  O  O Is) Ul O O ®  U> Is) «4 e  to to |  A  ©  A H B
t o O O W l O t o A O A t o t o Ul w 1 to

1
1
1

O  O  A  O  O  
1 1 1

O  to
1

o o O  A  A  M  O  ®  
1 1

to 1 - 4  O  >4
1

-1994
PJ

cfO

ai
. O  H

-wtfl
SB



33  5o  o  o  c  o  O to a  pj «  «
C W O H m CD oH  O  H  g  O  H  T
r  m  h  H h  h  5H (0 SS H (0 H to

CO

3

5gg§55<0 H "3 W »  M
o  n  c  a  go h  e  
pj go z  v  h  ts o  z  o  y  >  m  
H Z  M CO K  C* Z  H y ato z

S 3
to n

1
B no "0 

z
Hto

►3 S B in
O W M a
4 0 0 y  z
y go to go nr n  o  m  to0 h  z  • —0 ■ M H Oa H ton to 0

1

i i l “ -n n n b  <e go » g o o
K» M ♦-» | | i i
K K K W M Mee » «ue<o tn o  o  o

5 B O O BM io c  y  y  y  y  
o  «  z  K K K  K H Z  o  to to to to

i

Q  Q  p

BBwmuiiutoexwZ50Z^^n*^i-»MO
M M M I
»<*<*< W M W W  MHMBBUihfeetuiy y y i n ° o o o o o

* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0- s o a y y y y y y y
O W Z K K K K K K K
H Z O C O t O t O C O t O C O C O

s s ?1
3 1ii
s»

O too t"*

<» 4fr 
4 » f S ) < » U I
o t n o o
O M O O o  in o  o

H*01 Otu> «u ►* et

u» ►-» o
o  IV ui «u

Ul<»'
<»<» 0D ««J «><» OIVMIVOI M o  o  in ot ui m

in o  
o  o

e o o i v o  o  o  o  in o

<n
►*
<0
CD
IV

o
o

w
COout IV

n
CO o  

<£>

<»

100
100

4»
MVO

tno

N»
W

40 1 40
O 40 i-» 1 40 H
y <0 40 4» CD tn 1 IV W
to iv at U> IV ■u 1 0 •V
n 40 40 40 40* * 140*
to IV «J » 40 m  ►* w  e  * 10 1 IV 4k >

O IV 40 O <0 ox UllV«JOM m 10 tn O X
O O O O 00 0 0  in iv 1̂  iv O IV tn 0a
O f V OO tn 0 O O IV M IV 0 0 0 0 z0 tn 0 0 ao 0 0  0 in -u in 0 0 0 0 4

2 .  5•S.O
m  a  
vo »  10 9

vo
ie

M IV O
' • * y

91 CD 91 to
IV ® l-» W 9t n 0

Ul A  O VO O O M Ul to •V
1

's.
O B

1 l-» H
1 'S.to
1 M O
1 vo y
1 vo r
1 ■u

K
3  *

5

I I

Isw

siVO to VO

;;
> 1IIE

sn

I-* Ul
no

<0 IV M- IV H M CD CD in n
y

W CD CD U* ® 9> O !-• U# *  *  'V *  IV W 9V IV »  Ul W to £2O •V OX O IV 91 9X M VO Ul Ul M Ul iv 9v in VO IV IV 4k CD VO IV ox 0 M
IV O  O Ul 10 O Ul U>OOIVN>-V«VUJOO u* 0 ox rv O M IV Ul O  91 N» O 9V M to

«><0 <0 u> <0
on in 40 o* 10
u m s tn rv 0

<0Ox
IV
IV

W  4» </> VO U> fU -U H10 o  o  tn m  in u» ox
a  o  o  o  o  o  in

| 1
H
z

| 1 Q
| 1 W

1 O O
| 1 vo fti

4ft 4ft 1 4ft 'k. H
H IV ft* Ul 0

4ft 4ft 4ft k o z
•V 40 40 4ft 40 4ft 40 40 0 1 4ft 4ft 4ft 4ft VO O 1 IV O 'k
to kj IV IV M Ul M 0* 0 1 0* 91 4ft <*<ft U* IV Ul IV 1 0 rv
4k tn kj k j»  91 h  rv VO 1 Ul Ul IV ft* iv iv k* tn vo vo 0 VO Ok k k k k k k 1 k k <ft» 4ft 4ft' vo
kj 0 in 0 0 m iv vo Ul 1 VO V> IV <0 4ft W h  910 »  e 0 O ft* kj £
9l4040IV01lvrvOV0O in I rv tn in tn VO tn 0 U»"V A  IO 0 kj ui in 5 20 0 0 0 0 0 * 0 0 9 1 0 IV 1 tn si 0 0 w  0 O Ul ►* O A vo tn M IV 0 ►fl

c
4 k O o i n o o o o o o vo 10000 VO 0 O O VO ^  kj 0 1 0 0 0 Z
9 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 91 10000 0 0 0 0 ui ui tn kj 1 0 0 ftjt 1 1 1 1
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SEPTEMBER 1994



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-SEPTEMBER 1994

TOTAL CASES-52 ENFORCEMENT-52

OTHER -0

12-Boating

4-Angling W/O A License

4- Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

7-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

2-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Take Alligators From Other Than Approved Area

1- Possession Of Live Non-Game Quadrupeds

2- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

11- Possess Untagged MGB

2-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

5- Possess Over Limit Of Doves

1- Hunt MGB Without State Stamp 

CONFISCATIONS:

135 doves, 1 alligator license, 2 gator tags.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 1:

12- Boating 

15-Fishing

2- Hunting

2-Alligator

REGION I

21-MGB



REGION 2
Page (2)

TOTAL CASES-79 ENFORCEMENT-79

OTHER -12

16-Boating

6-Angling W/O A License

9-Fish Without Resident Pole License

4-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Possession Of Wild Quadrupeds Or Wild Birds W/O Permit

1-Take Alligators W/O License

1-Illegal Possession Of Alligators, Eggs, Or Their Skins

1-Possession Of Live Alligators W/O Permit

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun 

26-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

1- Possess Over Limit Of Doves

2- Opera ting Vehicle While Intoxicated 

4-Littering

2- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

3- Operate ATV Vehicle On Public Road

1-Discharge Firearm From Public Road

CONFISCATIONS:

169 doves, 1 resident license, 12 alligators.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2:

16-Boating 28-Federal

8-Hunting 

15-Fishing

12-Other



REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-81 ENFORCEMENT 74

OTHER -7

10- Boating

13-Angling W/O A License

3-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

2-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

11- Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish

1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

1-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

1- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

2- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

3- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

2-Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season

8-Hunting MGB Over Baited Areas

8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

1- Taking Or Possession Of Other Non-Game Birds-No Season

2- Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

2-Not Abiding by Rules And Regs. On WMA

6-Littering 

CONFISCATIONS:

Page (3)

1 woodpecker, 1 dove, 2 woodduck, 3 catfish, 2 buffalo, 16 blue wing teal, 27 black bass, 5 lbs. of shrimp.



GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:

Page (4)
REGION 3 CONT’P.

10-Boating

31- Fishing

32- Hunting

8-Other



REGION 4

TOTAL CASES-44 ENFORCEMENT-40

OTHER - 4

8- Boating

9- Angling W/O A License

1-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Take Or Poss. Game Fish Illegally

1-Take/Poss. Spoonbill Catfish

1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

1- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear License

2- Hunting W/O Resident License

2-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

2-Hunt Or Take Deer Closed Season

1- Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations

2- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

6-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

1-Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season

1- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

2- Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

2-Aiding And Abetting

1-Flight From An Officer

CONFISCATIONS:

Page (5)

1 rifle, 1 bow and 6 arrows, 100 yards of 3 inch flag webbing, 2 deer, 4 doves, 19 ducks, 1 spoonbill, 1 bass.
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REGION 4 CONTD.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4:
8-Boating

14-Fishing

7-Hunting

14-Federal

1-WMA



REGION 5

Page (7)

TOTAL CASES-82 ENFORCEMENTS

OTHER - 0

5-Boating

10-Angling W/O A License

1-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

1-Angling W/O Saltwater License

1-Angling W/O Saltwater License-Non Resident

1-Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum

1-Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

1-Poss. Over The Limit of Red Drum & Spotted Sea Trout

1-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

1-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

1-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

4-Take Or Possess Undersized White Shrimp

4-Hunting W/O Resident License 

1-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

1- Possess Live Wild Quadrupeds, Wild Birds W/O Permit

2- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

2- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp 

1-Buying Or Selling Deer Or Meat

1-Illegal Poss. Of Alligators, Eggs Or Their Skins 

1-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp 

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

3- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

12-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area



Page (8)

REGION 5 CONT'D.

5-Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season

1- Wanton Waste Of MGB

4- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

7-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

2- Taking or Possession Of Other Non-Game Birds-No Season

2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA 

1-Littering

1- Driving Without Operators License 

CONFISCATIONS:

109 lbs. of black drum, 600 lbs. of shrimp sold for $586.00, 60 lbs. of deer meat, 4 red fish, 4 spotted trout, 

69 duck, 65 dove, 3 raccoon, 6 mounted hawks, 1-4 1/2 foot alligator, 2 alligator heads, 1 alligator paw, 1 

saltwater stamp.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5:

5- Boating

19-Fishing

11-Hunting

4-Trawling 

36-MGB

2- WMA 

1-Alligator

4-Misc.
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REGION 6

TOTAL CASES-188 ENFORCEMENT 172
OTHER -16

64-Boating
32-Fail to Have Commercial License In Possession

5-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

15-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

2-Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish 

1-Poss. O/L Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27"

13- Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1- Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

2- Take Or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

7-Hunting W/O Resident License

2- Hunting W/O Non-Resident License 

1-Bow Hunt W/O Bow License

3- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft 

1-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun Or Silencer 

1-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

1-Fail To Comply W/Hunter Safety Regulations 

1-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License 

1-Possession Of Pods While Bow Hunting 

1-Possession Of Live Non-Game Quadrupeds 

1-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

14- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

5-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area 

1-Hunting Snipe Closed Season



11-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA

2-Littering 

CONFISCATIONS:

56 black bass, 1 raccoon, 16 doves, 1 snipe, 8 doves, 1 rifle, 1 crate crabs, 2,460 lbs. of shrimp sold for 

$1,963.90, 8 teal, 1 red drum, 1 compound bow and 2 arrows.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6:

64-Boating

71-Fishing

51-Hunting

Page (10)

REGION 6 CONT’D.

2-Misc.
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REGION 7

TOTAL CASES-107 ENFORCEMENT-85

OTHER -22

33-Boating

22-Angling W/O A License 

7-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

1- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

2- Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. Of Commission

2-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

2-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs. Comm. Finfish 

1-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1- Fail To Report Commercial Fisheries Data

4-Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized Double Rigs

2- Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

1- Failure To Tag Sacked Or Containerized Oysters

2- Hunting W/O Resident License

2-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun Or Silencer 

1-Poss. of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season 

1-Hunt Squirrel Closed Season

1- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

6-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

2- Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season

2- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Hunting Doves Closed Season

3- Hunting Coots Closed Season

1-Illegal Possession. Of Drugs Or Marijuana
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REGION 7 CONT’D.

2- Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

3- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

1-Discharge Firearm From Public Road

CONFISCATIONS:

2 teal, 5 ducks, 56 doves, 2 squirrel, 15 speckled trout, 3 trawls, 621 lbs. of shrimp sold for 

$1,558.35, 1 bag marijuana.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7 

33-Boating 

46-Fishing

6-Hunting

22-Other



REGION 8
Page (13)

TOTAL CASES-347 ENFORCEMENT-269
OTHER -78

50-Boating

57-Angling W/O A License

16-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

3-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

9-Angling W/O Saltwater License

9-Angling W/O Saltwater License Non-Resident

2- Take Or Poss. Game Fish Illegally

3- Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish

12-Poss. O/L Of Red Drum

20-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum 

11-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout 

11-Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum

2- Take Or Poss. O/L Black Drum

3- Not Abiding By Commission Rules & Regs. Comm. Finfish

1- Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

9-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License 

14-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear License 

11-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

2- Fail To Maintain Records 

1-Transport W/O Required License

5-Leave Nets Unattended

8-Take/Poss. Undersize Cml. Finfish 

1-Sell And/Or Purchase Game Fish



Page (14)

REGION 8 CONT’D.

1-Blocking Passage Of Fish

3-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

1-Destroy Legal Crab Traps Or Removing Contents

1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

1- Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

3-Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

2- Take/Possess Black Drum W/O Permit 

22-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1-Violation Of Mullet Regulations

3- Trawling In Closed Season

1-Use Oversize Butterfly Net Or Skimmers 

1-Take Shrimp Illegal Methods

3- UnlawfulIy Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

4- Take Oysters Closed Season

1- Failure To Display Proper Number On Vessel

2- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License 

2-Hunting W/O Resident License

1- Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License

2- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

3- Littering

4- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-License Fraud



3- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

1- Hunting With Unsigned Duck Stamp

2- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

8-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area 

2-Transport Completely Dressed MGB

4- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

1-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 boats, 1 outboard motor, 1 gun, 6 gill nets totaling 5,400 feet, 117 speckled trout, 112 drum, 6 white trout, 

18 bass, 6 redfish, 26 doves, 19 teal, 8 teal breasts, 20 lbs. of shrimp donated, 513 lbs. of eel catfish sold for 

$91.45.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8:

50-Boating 

155-Sport Fishing 

92-Commercial Fishing

5- Trawling

10-Oyster

5-Hunting

21-MGB

Page (15)

REGION 8 CONT’D.

8-Misc.



REGION 9
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TOTAL CASES-227 ENFORCEMENT-196

OTHER -31

29-Boating

21-Angling W/O A License

2- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License 

8-Angling W/O Saltwater License

1-Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish

7- Poss. O/L Of Red Drum 

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass 

18-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

6-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

13-Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum

3- Take Or Poss. Overlimit Black Drum

1- Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.

2- Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

2-Take Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

8- Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

2-Leave Nets Unattended

1- Blocking Passage Of Fish

2- Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

2- Fail To Mark Softshell Crab container Or Improper Molting Stage

3- Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester Lie.

4- Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

2- Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized Double Rigs

3- Take Or Possess Undersize White Shrimp
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REGION 9 CONT’D.

1-Take Shrimp Illegal Gear

3-Use Oversize Butterfly Net Or Skimmers

1- Use Illegal Butterfly Nets Extension

2- Failure To Have Written Permission

1- Unlawfully Stake Off Unleased Water Bottoms 

8-Hunting W/O Resident License

2- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft 

2-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours

6- Hunt MGB Without State Stamp

2- Possess Rabbits Closed Season

1- Taking Or Possessing Alligators Closed Season

3- Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On Butterflying

7- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

2- Hunting MGB with Unplugged Gun 

1-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

12- Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season

6-Hunting MGB From Moving Motorboat

4- Possession Over The Two-Day Limit Of MGB

4-Wanton Waste Of MGB

13- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

3- Possess Over Limit Of Ducks 

1-Taking-Grebe No Season

CONFISCATIONS:

1 dove, 1 alligator, 65 catfish, 88 ducks, 29 gallinules, 1 grebe, 93 redfish, 45 black drum, 21 speckled trout,
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REGION 9 CONT’D.

CONFISCATIONS CONT’D.
1 bass, 88 lbs. of shrimp sold for $35.20, 900 lbs. of crabs, 25 lbs. of softshell crabs, 2 butterfly nets, 80 

yards of gill net, 2 trawls, 1 rifle, 2 skimmer nets.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9:
29-Boating

106-Fishing

10-Trawling

5-Oysters

18-Hunting

2- Rabbits 

1-Alligator

3- WMA

53-MGB
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE

TOTAL CASES-80

3-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

3- Angling W/O A Non-Resident Saltwater License

1- Poss. Over Limit Of Red Drum

7-Poss. Undersize Red Drum

4- Poss. Undersize Speckled Trout

3-Poss. Undersize Black Drum

3-Poss. Over Limit Black Drum

3- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

4- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear License

4-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

2- Blocking Passage Of Fish

1- Fail To Mark Softshell Crab Container

2- Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

7-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Use Illegal Mesh Trawl, Butterfly Nets

2- Failure To Have Written Permission

4-Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

6-Take Undersize Oysters From Natural Reef 

1-Unlawfully Stake Off Unleased Water Bottoms

6-Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly

3- Harvest Oysters From Unmarked Lease

1-Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE CONT'D.

2-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

184 sacks of oysters, 1-25 foot trawl, 9 boxes of crabs, 1 vessel, 1000 feet of gill net, 3 ducks, 37 black drum, 

15 reds, 50 speckled trout.
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STATE STRIKE FORCE

TOTAL CASES-64

10-Boating

12-Angling W/O a License 

2-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

2- Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1- Angling W/O A Saltwater License Non-Resident

3- Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

3-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

2- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O License 

1-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1-Sell And/Or Purchase Game Fish

1-Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

1- Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

3- Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized Double Rigs

2- Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board 

1-Use Skimmers In Closed Season

1- Take Or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

2- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License 

1-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

1- Poss. Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

3- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

3-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

2- Hunting And/Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season
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STATE STRIKE FORCE CONT’D

3-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Illegal Possession Of Drugs Or Marijuana 

1-Trespass On Property After Forbidden 

CONFISCATIONS:

641 lbs. of shrimp sold for $1,578.35, 16 ducks, 21 doves, 10 spotted sea trout, 6 red drum, 65 sacks of

oysters, 1 trawl.
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S.W.E.P.
RUNNING TIME-120 HOURS 
BOATS CHECKED-195

TOTAL CASES-37

5-Angling W/O Resident License

1- Display Improper Boat Numbers

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

2- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License 

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License 

1-AUow Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

1- Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

3- Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

3- Possess Undersized Red Drum

4- Angling W/O Non-Resident License

4-Angling W/O Non-Resident Saltwater License

4-Trawl Inside Waters With Oversize Double Rigs Over 25 feet

2- Use Oversize Trawl Boards Inside Waters 

1-Posses undersize White Shrimp 

1-Possess Undersize Cobia

CONFISCATIONS:
60 sacks of oysters-returned-to-water.
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TOTAL CASES ENFORCEMENT-1049

TOTAL CASES OTHER DIV. - 170

TOTAL CASES OSFORCE - 80

TOTAL CASES SSFORCE - 64

TOTAL CASES S.W.E.P. - 37

GRAND TOTAL 1256
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AGENDA

-ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
October 6, 1994 

10:00 AM

Minutes of September 1, 1994

n Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
St. Amant Marine Lab - Corky Ferret

4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program - John 
Roussel

5. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 
Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping - 
Tee John Mialjevich

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Change Size 
Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8" - Tee John Mialjevich

7. Aircraft Report - Lee Caubarreaux

8. a) Public Dove Hunting Program - Mike Olinde
b) Teal Season Report - Robert Helm
c) Squirrel Season Report - Tommy Prickett

9. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting - Dave Morrison

10. Land Acquisition Announcement - Bob Love

11. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians - Johnnie 
Tarver

12. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations - Johnnie Tarver

13. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition - 
Bennie Fontenot

14. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown - 
Bennie Fontenot

15. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program - Bob Johnson

16. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program - Farhad Niami

17. Civil Restitution/Class One Update - Wynnette Kees



18. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September - Winton Vidrine

19. Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

20. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

21. Public Comments

22. Adjourn



Louisiana D epartm ent o f W ild life and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE

OCTOBER COMMISSION MEETING REVISED 

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has revised the agenda for its next 
regular meeting. The public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, OcL 6,1994, at 10 a.m. in the 

Louisiana Room of the Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton 
Rouge, La.

The revised agenda follows.
1. Roll call.

2. Approval of Sept. 1 minutes.
3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for operation of the Lyle S. St. Amant 

Marine Fisheries Laboratory.
4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs-to-Reefs Program.
5. Declaration of Emergency: consideration of boundary line change for night 

shrimping in Vermilion Bay.
6. Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent: change of size limit on eel catfish 

from 11 inches to 8 inches.
7. Aircraft report.
8. Reports on public dove hunting program, teal season, and squirrel season.

9. Hunting pamphlet change: Rapides Parish, either-sex deer hunting.
10. Announcement of land acquisition in Tensas Parish.
11. Ratification of reptiles and amphibians rules.
12. Notice of Intent: regulations for State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges.
13. Ratification of Bayou DeSiard netting prohibition rule.
14. Declaration of Emergency: net ban during lake drawdown.
15. Presentation: Becoming an Outdoors-Woman program.

16. Announcement of the successful bidder of the Wildlife and Fisheries Affinity Credit 

Card program.

17. Civil restitution and Class 1 update.

18. Monthly law enforcement report/September.

19. Secretary’s report to the Commission.
20. Set February 1995 Meeting Date.
21. Public comments. -30-

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

94-234A



October 3, 1994

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A M. on Thursday. October 6. 1994. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab

4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program

5. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 
Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Change Size 
Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8"

7. Aircraft Report

8. a) Public Dove Hunting Program
b) Teal Season Report
c) Squirrel Season Report

9. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting

10. Land Acquisition Announcement

11. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians

12. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations

13. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition

14. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown

15. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program

16. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program



17. Civil Restitution/Class One Update
18. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September

19. Secretary's Report to the Commission

20. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

21. Public Comments

22. Adjourn



Louisiana D epartm ent o f W ild life and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
Joe L. Herring 

Secretary

94-234

OCTOBER COMMISSION MEETING ANNOUNCED

CONTACT 
(504) 765-2923

9/30/94

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will conduct its next regular meeting on Thursday, Oct. 
6,1994, at 10 a.m. in the Louisiana Room of the Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters building, 2000 Quail Drive, 
Baton Rouge, La.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.
1. Roll call.
2. Approval of Sept. 1 minutes.
3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for operation of the Lyle S. St. Am ant Marine 

Fisheries Laboratory.
4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs-to-Reefs Program.
5. Declaration of Emergency: consideration of boundary line change for night shrimping in Vermilion 

Bay.
6. Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent: change of size limit on eel catfish from 11 inches to 

8 inches.
7. Aircraft report
8. Report on public dove hunting program.
9. Hunting pamphlet change: Rapides Parish, either-sex deer hunting.
10. Announcement of land acquisition in Tensas Parish.
11. Ratification of reptiles and amphibians rules.
12. Notice of Intent: regulations for State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey Refuges.
13. Ratification of Bayou DeSiard netting prohibition rule.
14. Declaration of Emergency: net ban during lake drawdown.
15. Presentation: Becoming an Outdoors-Woman program.
16. Announcement of the successful bidder of the Wildlife and Fisheries Affinity Credit Card program.

17. Civil restitution and Class 1 update.
18. Monthly law enforcement report/September.

19. Secretary’s report to the Commission.
20. Set February 1995 Meeting Date.

21. Public comments.
-30-



September 29, 1994 

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A M. on Thursday. October 6. 1994. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab

4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program

5. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 
Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Change Size 
Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8"

7. Aircraft Report

8. Public Dove Hunting Program

9. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting

10. Land Acquisition Announcement

11. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians

12. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations

13. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition

14. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown

15. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program

16. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program

17. Civil Restitution/Class One Update



18. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September

19. Secretary's Report to the Commission

20. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

21. Public Comments

22. Adjourn



NEWS RELEASE

APPRO

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10;00 A.M. on Thursday. October 6. 1994. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S . St. Amant Marine Lab

4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program

5. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 
Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Change Size 
Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8"

7. Aircraft Report

8. Public Dove Hunting Program

9. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting

10. Land Acquisition Announcement

11. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians

12. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations

13. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition

14. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown

15. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program

16. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program

17. Civil Restitution/Class One Update



18. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September

19. Secretary's Report to the Commission

20. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

21. Public Comments

22. Adjourn
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September 28, 1994 

NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, October 6. 1994, in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

3. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab

4. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program

5. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 
Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping

6. Aircraft Report

7. Public Dove Hunting Program

8. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting

9. Land Acquisition Announcement

10. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians

11. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations

12. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition

13. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown

14. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program

15. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program

16. Civil Restitution/Class One Update

17. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September

18. Secretary's Report to the Commission



19. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

20. Public Comments

21. Adjourn



Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

D epartm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

September 26, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

RE:

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10;00 A.M. on Thursday, October 6. 1994. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following will be on the agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

2. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab

3. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program 

TEE JOHN MIALJEVICH
4. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 

Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping

5. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Change Size 
Limit on Eel Catfish from 11" to 8"

LEE CAUBARREAUX

6. Aircraft Report

7. Public Dove Hunting Program

8. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting

Chairman and Members of CofiuhisS'ion 

Joe L. Herring, Secretary,

October Board Meeting Agenda

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
September 26, 1994

9. Land Acquisition Announcement

10. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians

11. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations

CORKY PERRET

12. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition

13. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown 

BOB DENNIE

14. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program 

FARHAD NIAMI

15. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program

WYNNETTE KEES

16. Civil Restitution/Class One Update 

WINTON VIDRINE

17. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September 

JOE L. HERRING

18. Secretary's Report to the Commission

19. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

20. Public Comments

JLH:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Fred Prejean 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Ferret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs
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FAX TRANSMITTAL

Jfeff Schneider

FAX#
FROM Susan Hawkins'

October ConnalssiotL Agenda

Please review the attached agenda and let me know if okay.

Thank you.

9/23/94DATE:

TIME SENT
FOR INFORMATION CALL (504) 765- 2806 
OUR FAX # (504) 765-2607
PAGES TO FOLLOW _



FAX TRANSMITTAL

TO: Jeff Schneider___________________________

F A X # ______________________________________________

FROM Susan Hawkins____________________________

RE: October Commission Agenda________________

Please review the attached agenda and let me know if okay. 

Thank you.

DATE: 9/23/94__________________

TIME S E N T _____________________________

FOR INFORMATION CALL (504) 765- 2806

OUR FAX #  (504) 765-2607

PAGES TO FOLLOW________ 2__________



MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

RE: October Board Meeting Agenda

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, October 6, 1994, in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following will be on the agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes of September 1, 1994

2. Donation from Menhaden Advisory Council for Operation of 
the Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Lab

3. Donation from Chevron to Rigs to Reef Program 

TEE JOHN MIAUEVICH
4. Declaration of Emergency - Consideration of Boundary Line 

Change in the Vermilion Bay Closure for Night Shrimping

LEE CAUBARREAUX

5. Aircraft Report

6. Public Dove Hunting Program

7. Hunting Pamphlet Change, Rapides Parish, Either Sex Deer 
Hunting

8. Land Acquisition Announcement

9. Ratification of Rule on Reptiles and Amphibians



Page 2
Commission Meeting

10. Notice of Intent - State Wildlife and Paul J. Rainey 
Refuges Regulations

CORKY FERRET

11. Rule Ratification - Bayou DeSiard Netting Prohibition

12. Declaration of Emergency - Net Ban During Lake Drawdown 

BOB DENNIE

13. Video on Becoming an Outdoors Woman Program 

FARHAD MIAMI

14. Announcement of the Successful Bidder of the Wildlife & 
Fisheries Affinity Credit Card Program

WYNNETTE KEES
15. Civil Restitution/Class One Update 

WINTON VIDRINE

16. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/September 

JOE L. HERRING

17. Secretary's Report to the Commission

18. Set February 1995 Meeting Date

19. Public Comments

JLH:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Fred Prejean 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Ferret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs



#  i 2 m
INFORMATIONS 
education div.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

ADM.
Joe L HerringSecretary Edwin W. Edwards 

Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secre

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda.1 please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
JLH/scb

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Joe L Herring 
Secretary Edwin W. Edwards

Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secre

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Benni 
John
Wynnetxe aees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secre

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine, 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner
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An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

$EP 0 1 94
r .*■: ') r ' -i

_,u:i

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday, September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

Joe L. Herring, Secret 

Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

JLH/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

SUSAN:

The Inland Fisheries Division, has see- 
itemg-for the October 6th Commission Meeting;
Rule Ratification: Netting prohibition - 

Bayou DeSiard v. ,

Thank you.

nnie J. Fontenot, Jr.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L. Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot

FROM: Joe L. Herring,

JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners

John Roussel
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secre

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday. September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie /
Winton Vidrine ̂  
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L H< 
Secrets

.1 'e and Fisheries 
c98000 
"0898-9000 
00

i • ^ Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

l, 1994

Mr. Manny Fernandez 
Menhaden Advisory Council for 

the Gulf of Mexico 
7412 Lakeshore Drive 
New Orleans, LA 70124

Per our conversation, the Department would like to publically 
recognize the Menhaden Advisory Council for the Gulf of Mexico for 
the recent donation to the Department. I have confirmed that this 
can be an agenda item at the October 6, 1994 meeting of the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. The meeting will be 
at 10:00 A.M., in the Louisiana Room at the 2000 Quail Drive office 
in Baton Rouge. Please advise me if a represent at ive£)of the 
Council will be available for recognition of the donation.

Thank you again for your continued interest in the Department 
and its mission.

William S. "Corky" Ferret 
Assistant Secretary

WSP:
cc: L. Herring

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L. Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 1, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secre

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - October 6, 1994

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Thursday, September 15th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, October 6th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner
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